L esson

12

*September 12–18

A Message Worth Sharing

Sabbath Afternoon
Read for This Week’s Study: 2 Pet. 1:12, 16–21; Rev.
19:11–18; Rev. 14:14–20; Eccles. 12:13, 14; Rev. 14:6–12.

Memory Text: “Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of

heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on
the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with
a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His
judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and springs of water’ ” (Revelation 14:6, 7, NKJV).

C

hrist’s atoning death was universal; that is, it was meant for all
people who have ever lived, regardless of when or where. Thus,
the gospel speaks to people of every language group, culture, and
background. It bridges ethnic divides. It is the incredibly good news that
Jesus, in His life, death, and resurrection, has triumphed over the principalities and powers of hell. The gospel is all about Jesus. He died for us
and now lives for us. He came once to deliver us from the penalty and
power of sin and is coming again to deliver us from the presence of sin.
He died the death we deserve so that we can live the life He deserves. In
Christ we are justified, sanctified, and one day glorified.
The Bible focuses on the two comings of Jesus. He came once to
redeem us and will return to take home what He has purchased at such
an infinite cost. The Bible’s last book, Revelation, was written especially
to prepare the world for Jesus’ return. It is an urgent message for this
generation. In this week’s lesson, we will study Revelation’s relevance for
a twenty-first-century contemporary society. Together we will discover
anew Jesus’ appeal to His last-day church to share this end-time message.

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, September 19.
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S unday September 13

Peter’s Present-Truth Message
Throughout salvation history, God has regularly sent a special message
through the prophetic Word to prepare people for what was coming. God
is never caught off guard (Isa. 46:9, 10). He prepares His people for the
future by sending prophets to reveal His message before the judgment
falls (Amos 3:7). In the days before the Flood, God sent a message to the
world through Noah that the Flood was coming. In Egypt, God raised up
Joseph to prepare for the famine during the seven years of plenty. The
Jewish prophets warned the Israelite leaders of the coming destruction
of Jerusalem by the Babylonian armies. John the Baptist’s message of
repentance prepared a nation for the first coming of Jesus.

Read 2 Peter 1:12. What expression does Peter use to describe God’s
message to his generation?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Read 2 Peter 1:16–21. What was this “present truth” message that
Peter and the disciples proclaimed?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
The message of eternal significance for the first century was that Christ
had come. The Father’s love was revealed through the sacrifice of Christ on
the cross. Although the “wages of sin is death,” through Christ eternal life
has been secured for all. It is our choice whether by faith we will receive it
(Rom. 3:23, Rom. 6:23, Eph. 2:8). This message of salvation in Jesus will
never be out of date. It is present truth for every generation.
The Bible’s last book, Revelation, presents Jesus and His eternal salvation
in an end-time context to prepare a people for His soon return. It exposes the
falsehood of human tradition and self-centered religiosity. From the beginning to the end, Revelation reveals Jesus and His work in behalf of humanity.
Jesus is the true witness of His Father’s character. He is the “ruler
over the kings of the earth.” He is the One “who loved us and washed us
from our sins in His own blood and has made us kings and priests to His
God and Father” (see Rev. 1:1–6, NKJV). Revelation is all about Jesus
and His end-time message to get His people ready for His soon return.
When you think of the book of Revelation, what comes to your
mind? Are your thoughts more about beasts and prophetic symbols
than about Jesus? Why do you think Jesus gave us the prophecies
in Revelation? How do they reveal His loving plans for humankind?

97

M onday September 14

Revelation’s End-Time Focus
The gospels primarily center on Christ’s first coming. They tell the
story of His birth, His life and ministry, and His death and resurrection. Although they speak of His second coming, that is not their main
emphasis. The book of Revelation’s primary focus, however, is the
climax of the centuries-long conflict of the ages. Each of its major
prophecies ends in the glorious return of our Lord.

Read Revelation 1:7, Revelation 11:15, Revelation 14:14–20, and

Revelation 19:11–18. What similar conclusion do you see in each
of these passages?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
From the first to the last chapter of the book of Revelation, the climax
of each prophecy is the coming of Jesus. The “Lamb who was slain”
(Rev. 5:12, NKJV) is coming again as King of kings and Lord of lords
(Rev. 19:16). He will defeat all of the foes that oppress and persecute
His people (Rev. 17:14). He will deliver them from this nightmare of
sin and bring them home to glory. The great controversy between good
and evil will be ended. The earth will be made new, and the redeemed
will live with their Lord forever (Rev. 21:1–4).
In Revelation 22:7 (see also Rev. 22:12, 17, 20), Jesus says:
“ ‘Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words
of the prophecy of this book’ ” (NKJV). Thus, Jesus’ final appeal to all
humanity is to respond to His love, accept His grace, and follow His
truth to be ready for His soon return. Revelation concludes with Jesus’
invitation, “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who
hears say, ‘Come!’ ” (Rev. 22:17, NKJV).
Our Lord invites all of those who seek for eternal life to come to
Him. He then invites those of us who have accepted the message of
salvation and are eagerly anticipating His return to join Him in inviting others to accept the message of His love. He sends us out on His
mission to share His message to prepare a world for His soon return.
There is nothing more rewarding than participating with Jesus in His
mission to the world. There is nothing more fulfilling than cooperating
with Christ in His last-day plan of salvation.
Christ, coming quickly? John wrote those words about two thousand years ago. However, given our understanding of the state
of the dead, why is Christ’s second coming never more than an
instant after our death? How does this fact help us to understand
how quickly, indeed, Christ is coming?
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T uesday September 15

Revelation’s End-Time Message
The epicenter of Revelation is chapter 14. This chapter is of paramount importance to God’s people living in the last days of human
history. It unfolds God’s last-day message to humankind. This end-time
message is crucial to the people of God and to all humanity.

Read Revelation 14:14–20. What symbolism is used here to portray
the return of our Lord?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
The symbolism of the harvest is used throughout the Bible to
describe Christ’s return (Matt. 13:37–43, Mark 4:29). In Revelation 14,
the harvest of ripe grain represents the redemption of the righteous, and
the harvest of overripe grapes depicts the destruction of the wicked.
Revelation 14:6–12 contains an urgent last-day message to prepare men
and women for earth’s final harvest.

Read Revelation 14:6, 7. What is the essence of the message found in
these two verses? How do they help us to understand who we are as
Seventh-day Adventists?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
The message of the first angel in Revelation 14 appeals to a twentyfirst-century generation longing for purpose in their lives. It presents
the gospel of God’s grace that provides forgiveness for all. It cleanses
us from the guilt of sin and gives us power to be overcomers. This message provides the basis for all self-worth in the fact that Christ created
us and redeemed us. It points out that one day all injustice will come
to an end in God’s final judgment. It is incredibly good news because
it reveals that unrighteousness will not last forever.
“In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world
as watchmen and light-bearers. To them has been entrusted the last
warning for a perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light
from the Word of God. They have been given a work of the most solemn import—the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels’
messages. There is no other work of so great importance. They are
to allow nothing else to absorb their attention.”—Ellen. G. White,
Evangelism, pp. 119, 120. As a church, but even more important, as
individuals, how can we take these words to heart?
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W ednesday September 16

Understanding God’s Message
More Fully
Revelation’s last-day message presents Jesus in the fullness of His
saving grace for all humanity (Rev. 14:6). It is an earnest appeal to
“fear,” or give reverence, to God in all we do—to respect His commands and obey His law in the light of God’s judgment (Rev. 14:7). To
“fear God” has to do with how we think. It is an appeal to live to please
God and to place Him first in all of our thoughts. It is an attitude of
obedience that leads us to live godly lives (Prov. 3:7, Acts 9:31, 1 Pet.
2:17). This message also invites us to “give glory” to God. Giving glory
to God relates to what we do in every aspect of our lives.

Read Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 and 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. How do these

verses help us to understand what it means to both fear God and
give glory to Him?

_________________________________________________________
In an age of moral irresponsibility, when millions of people feel that
they are accountable to no one but themselves, this judgment-hour message reminds us that we are responsible for our actions. There is a relationship between an attitude of reverence for God, obedience to God,
and the judgment. Obedience is the fruit of a saving relationship with
Jesus. Only His righteousness is good enough to pass the judgment,
and, in His righteousness, we are secure. Through His righteousness we
live to glorify His name in all that we do.

Read Revelation 14:7, Revelation 4:11, Genesis 2:1–3, and Exodus

20:8–11. What is the basis of all true worship of God, and how does
the Sabbath reflect this understanding?

_________________________________________________________
Satan has attacked the Sabbath because he knows that it is the very
heart of worship. It exalts Christ as the Creator and appeals to all men
and women everywhere to “worship Him who made heaven and earth”
(Rev. 14:7, NKJV). It speaks with relevance in an age of evolution. It
calls us back to worshiping the Jesus who created us and who gives us
a sense of our true worth in Him.
Think about how important the Sabbath is as a reminder of God
as our Creator and, hence, the One who alone is worthy of our
worship. After all, what other teaching is so important that God
commands one-seventh of our lives every week in order to help us
remember Him as our Creator?
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T hursday September 17

God’s Final Appeal
Read Revelation 14:8, Revelation 17:3–6, and Revelation 18:1–4. What
do we learn about spiritual Babylon from these verses?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
In the book of Revelation, the term “Babylon” represents a false
system of religion based on human works, man-made traditions, and
false doctrines. It exalts human beings and their self-righteousness
above Jesus and His sinless life. It places the commands of human religious teachers above the commands of God. Babylon was the center of
idolatry, sun worship, and the false teaching of the immortality of the
soul. This false religious system has subtly integrated many of ancient
Babylon’s religious practices into its worship. God’s last-day message
to our dying planet is the message of Jesus and His righteousness. It
echoes heaven’s appeal: “ ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen. . . .
Come out of her, my people’ ” (Rev. 18:2, 4). God has divinely raised
up the Seventh-day Adventist Church to exalt the message of Christ in
all of its fullness. To exalt Jesus is to lift up everything He taught. It is
to proclaim the One who is “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).
It is to expose the errors of Babylon in contrast to the truths of Jesus.

Read Revelation 14:7, 9–11. What contrasting objects of worship are
highlighted in these verses?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Revelation 14 describes two different acts of worship—the worship
of the Creator and the worship of the beast. These two acts of worship
center around God’s day of worship, the true Sabbath, and a substitute,
or counterfeit, Sabbath. The Sabbath represents the rest, assurance,
and security that we have in Christ our Creator, Redeemer, and coming
King. The counterfeit day represents a human and false substitute based
on human reasoning and man-made decrees.
Read Revelation 14:12. What is this text saying, especially in the
context of what came before? How are the law and grace both
revealed in this text, and what should this teach us about how law
and grace are two inseparable aspects of the gospel?
_______________________________________________________
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F riday September 18
Further Thought: “God has called His church in this day, as He

called ancient Israel, to stand as a light in the earth. By the mighty
cleaver of truth—the messages of the first, second, and third angels—
He has separated them from the churches and from the world to
bring them into a sacred nearness to Himself. He has made them the
depositaries of His law and has committed to them the great truths
of prophecy for this time. Like the holy oracles committed to ancient
Israel, these are a sacred trust to be communicated to the world.
“The three angels of Revelation 14 represent the people who accept
the light of God’s messages and go forth as His agents to sound the
warning throughout the length and breadth of the earth. Christ declares
to His followers: ‘Ye are the light of the world.’ Matthew 5:14. To every
soul that accepts Jesus the cross of Calvary speaks: ‘Behold the worth
of the soul. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.” ’ Mark 16:15. Nothing is to be permitted to hinder this work.
It is the all-important work for our time; it is to be far-reaching as eternity. The love that Jesus manifested for the souls of men in the sacrifice
which He made for their redemption, will actuate all His followers.
“Christ accepts, oh, so gladly! every human agency that is surrendered to Him. He brings the human into union with the divine, that He
may communicate to the world the mysteries of incarnate love. Talk it,
pray it, sing it, fill the world with the message of His truth, and keep
pressing on into the regions beyond.”—Ellen G. White, Counsels for
the Church, pp. 58, 59.

Discussion Questions:

 How do the three angels’ messages of Revelation 14 identify the
essence of the Seventh-day Adventist Church?

 Think about the Sabbath and the importance of what it repre-

sents. As we saw this week, the message it contains is so important
that God commands that we set apart one-seventh of our lives in
order to remember Him as our Creator and our Redeemer. Also,
unlike a holy mountain or a holy city, we don’t have to go to it to
worship. Every week, at about a thousand miles per hour (at least,
near the equator), the Sabbath comes to us. How does this truth
also help us to understand the importance of the day and what it
points to?

 How can we explain the idea of the fall of Babylon, or the con-

cept of the mark of the beast, in the most winsome way? That is,
how can we present these truths in the least offensive way possible,
even though we must understand that despite our best efforts
some people will be offended?
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Story

i n s i d e

Adventist in the Next Life
By Andrew McChesney

The elderly woman listened attentively in Sabbath School in Southeast
Asia.
Her Sabbath School lesson book was filled in meticulously. She looked up
every verse in her Bible. Many verses were underlined in it. She placed money
in the Sabbath School mission offering.
The woman, known to church members as “Grandmother,” looked like a
model Seventh-day Adventist.
Visiting U.S. church leader Gregory Whitsett met with Grandmother after
church to ask why she had left her non-Christian world religion to become an
Adventist.
Grandmother related a tragic story about losing her parents in an accident
at the age of five and suffering years of harassment by evil spirits. She sought
help from doctors and spiritual mediums, but the medicine offered only temporary relief.
One day, an Adventist pastor moved next door, and Grandmother curiously
watched people gather at his home every Friday evening. She stood at his
gate to find out what was happening and heard music. Peace filled her as
she listened to the music week after week. The pastor couldn’t convince her
to come into the house, but he learned about her spirit problems and offered
to pray. Grandmother agreed, and the evil spirits left permanently. Filled with
gratitude, she accepted Jesus and joined the Adventist Church.
Whitsett, director of the Center for East Asian Religions, part of the
Adventist world church’s Global Mission program, asked Grandmother to
explain what Jesus meant to her.
“Jesus means everything to me,” the old woman said, speaking through a
missionary-interpreter. “He healed me and has given me peace. I cannot help
but speak about Jesus to everyone whom I meet. I am an old woman, and I
don’t have much longer to live. I love Jesus so much that I have decided to be
Adventist in my next life too.”
The missionary-interpreter was stunned. She had studied the Bible with
Grandmother and thought that she had left her old views completely.
Grandmother’s situation is not uncommon among
people who become Christian after following other
world religions and traditional animistic practices,
church leaders say. This is a major challenge in gospel outreach and a reason for the establishment of
the Center for East Asian Religions and other Global
Mission Centers at globalmissioncenters.org. Please
pray for the work of the Global Mission Centers and for
people like Grandmother.
Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.
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