L esson

11

*March 9–15
(page 84 of Standard Edition)

The Seven Last Plagues

Sabbath Afternoon
Read for This Week’s Study: Rev. 15:1; Rev. 7:1–3; Rev.
14:9, 10; Rev. 16:1–12; Rev. 17:1; Daniel 5; Rev. 16:16; 2 Thess. 2:9–12.

Memory Text: “ ‘Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your

name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship
before You, for Your judgments have been manifested’ ” (Revelation
15:4, NKJV).

R

evelation 11:18 summarizes events on earth right before the battle
of Armageddon: “ ‘The nations were angry.’ ” This state of affairs
on earth matches Jesus’ description of the last days (Luke 21:25)
and is followed by God’s wrath, which are His judgments in the form of
the seven last plagues upon the unrepentant (Rev. 15:1).
Revelation 15 opens with the picture of seven angels with seven bowls
filled with this divine wrath. But before this outpouring happens, we
have a future glimpse of God’s faithful people (Rev. 15:1–4). They are
described as victorious “over the beast, over his image and over his mark
and over the number of his name” (Rev. 15:2, NKJV), as they stand on
something resembling a sea of glass and sing the song of Moses and the
Lamb—all images reminiscent of the Hebrews on the shores of the Red
Sea, celebrating God’s victory over the Egyptians (Exodus 15).
These victorious saints are the same ones referred to as the 144,000
in Revelation 14:1–5. Having refused the mark of the beast, they are
protected from the seven last plagues. Then, at the Second Advent their
mortal bodies are transformed and clothed with immortality (1 Cor.
15:51–54), and they will join the resurrected saints when Jesus comes
in power and glory (1 Thess. 4:17).

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, March 16.
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S unday March 10
(page 85 of Standard Edition)

The Meaning of the Seven Last
Plagues
People have already made their choice either for God or for Babylon.
Before Christ comes, however, the destructive winds of Satan’s fury that
have been restrained (Rev. 7:1–3) are unleashed, followed by the seven last
plagues.

Read Revelation 15:1 along with Exodus 7–11. How are the Egyptian

plagues, considered the backdrop for the seven last plagues, instructive regarding their purpose and meaning?

_____________________________________________________
The seven last plagues are referred to as the “last” plagues because
they come at the very end of earth’s history. In contrast, the plagues
of the seven trumpets cover the time period that includes the entire
Christian age and are restricted in their scope. They are executed while
the gospel still is being preached (Rev. 10:8–11:14) and intercession is
taking place (Rev. 8:2–5). They are mixed with mercy, and their purpose is to bring the enemies of God’s people to repentance.
On the other hand, the seven last plagues are poured out just prior to
the Second Coming. They are poured out upon those who, like Pharaoh,
hardened their hearts against God’s redeeming love and would not
repent (see Rev. 16:11). Divine wrath is God’s righteous judgment on
the choices people have made (see Rom. 1:26–28), and at that time the
lost are reaping the consequences of their own choices.

Read Revelation 15:5–8 along with Exodus 40:34, 35 and 1 Kings

8:10, 11. What does the statement that “no man was able to enter
the temple” (Rev. 15:8) suggest about the timing of the seven last
plagues?

_____________________________________________________
The expression “no one was able to enter into the temple” (Rev. 15:8,
NKJV) points to the close of probation (Rev. 22:11). As Christ’s mediatorial ministry in heaven comes to an end, the door of opportunity to
repent closes forever. Therefore, the last plagues will not bring anyone
to repentance, but only disclose the hardness of the hearts of those who
chose to side with Babylon, prompting them to hate God even more
(Rev. 16:9, 11).
Look around at the world today, which is going to get only worse.
What does the fact that the plagues have been delayed this long
teach us about God’s mercy and patience?
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M onday March 11
(page 86 of Standard Edition)

The Outpouring of the Last Plagues
With the cessation of Christ’s intercession in the heavenly sanctuary,
the destiny of each individual is forever determined. The time has come
for those who have spurned the gospel to experience God’s wrath in its
fullness.
The seven last plagues mirror the plagues poured out upon Egypt
(Exodus 7–11). As the Egyptian plagues affected the Egyptians while
the Israelites were spared, so God’s people will be protected during
this time of trouble (Ps. 91:3–10; see The Great Controversy, pp.
629, 630).The plagues on Egypt disclosed the hardness of Pharaoh’s
heart and showed the Egyptians the inability of their gods to protect
them. Similarly, the last plagues increasingly harden the hearts of the
worshipers of the sea beast and reveal the powerlessness of Babylon to
protect them from divine judgment.

Read Revelation 16:1–11. What is happening here, and how is it portrayed?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
The first four plagues “are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth
would be wholly cut off.”—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p.
628. The first inflicts painful and loathsome sores exclusively on the
worshipers of the beast. The second and third plagues affect the sea and
the rivers and the springs of water, which turn into blood. Without water
to drink, rebellious humanity cannot survive. The fourth plague affects
the sun so that it scorches sinners, causing unbearable pain.
The unbearable pain inflicted by the plagues does not soften the hearts
of unrighteous humanity so as to change their rebellious attitudes. Instead,
they curse and blaspheme God, who executes these plagues. Nor do any
of them repent.
In Revelation 16:10, 11 (see also Exod. 10:21–23), we can see that the
fifth plague strikes the throne of the beast. It was Satan who delegated the
throne to the beast (Rev. 13:2). Now even the seat of Satan’s authority cannot
withstand the force of these plagues. As people suffer in pain, they realize
the inability of Babylon to protect them. However, they have set their minds
against God, and even the terror of the plagues does not change their hearts.
How can we maintain so close a walk with the Lord that, if tragedy strikes, we know enough of God’s love to trust Him even amid
suffering?

_____________________________________________________
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T uesday March 12
(page 87 of Standard Edition)

Drying Up the Euphrates River
Read Revelation 16:12 along with Revelation 17:1 and 15. What does

the symbol of the Euphrates stand for? What is the significance
of the drying up of the Euphrates in the context of the seven last
plagues?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
In the Old Testament, the Euphrates was a critical means of support
for Israel’s enemies, Assyria and Babylon. The river flowed through
Babylon and was important to the city because it nourished crops
and provided water for people. Babylon could not survive without the
Euphrates.
Revelation 17:1 describes end-time Babylon as sitting upon many
waters, perhaps a reference to the Euphrates (see Jer. 51:13). Revelation
17:15 explains that the waters upon which end-time Babylon sits represent the people who support it: the worldwide civil, secular, and political powers behind the system. However, these powers eventually will
retract their support.
The scene of the sixth plague reflects the capture of ancient Babylon
by Cyrus the Persian (see Daniel 5). According to the ancient historian
Herodotus, on the night that King Belshazzar and his officials had a
feast, the Persians diverted the Euphrates and entered Babylon along
the riverbed, taking the city by surprise.
The symbolic drying up of the Euphrates in Revelation 16:12 results
in the collapse of Babylon in the end time. Because the Euphrates in
Revelation represents the world’s civil, secular, and political powers
giving their support to Babylon, the drying up of the Euphrates symbolizes the withdrawal of their support and their subsequent attack against
Babylon, thereby causing its downfall.
As the people of the world witness the upheaval in nature (see Rev.
16:3–9), they turn to Babylon for protection. However, as the fifth plague
strikes the seat of Babylon’s authority (Rev. 16:10, 11), they see the futility of seeking help there. Feeling deceived, they turn against Babylon,
causing her downfall (see Rev. 17:16). Yet, as we have seen, their hearts
remain hard against God and His people. As such, they become fertile
soil for the final deception by which Satan will draw the world to unite
against God’s people to wipe them off the face of the earth.
In what ways have you learned how risky it is to place your trust
in humans and in human institutions?

_____________________________________________________
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W ednesday March 13
(page 88 of Standard Edition)

Satan’s Last Great Deception
Revelation 16:12 tells us that the purpose of the drying up of the
Euphrates is to prepare the way for “the kings from the east” (NKJV).
In the Old Testament, “the kings from the east” were Cyrus and his
forces coming down from the north, then approaching Babylon from
the east (Isa. 41:25). Their conquest of Babylon made the return of
God’s people to their homeland possible (Isa. 44:27, 28). In the same
way, the symbolic drying up of the Euphrates prepares the way for the
coming of the kings from the east to provide deliverance to God’s endtime people.
The kings from the east in Revelation 16:12 are Christ and His army
of heavenly angels. At His second coming, Jesus will appear with
His angelic host, “clothed in fine linen, white and clean” (Rev. 19:14,
NKJV), which is the dress of sinless angels (Rev. 15:6). Accompanied
by the host of heaven, Christ will, as Revelation 17:14 shows, overcome the satanic forces that oppress His people (compare Matt. 24:30,
31). This final conflict against Christ and His people leading up to the
Second Coming is known as the battle of Armageddon.

Read Revelation 16:13, 14. What is the role of the three unclean spirits
in the preparation for the battle of Armageddon? How are they a
satanic counterfeit of the three angels’ messages in Revelation 14?
(See 1 Tim. 4:1.)

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Through the final events leading up to the close of probation, every
human being will be led to choose on which of the two sides he or she
will stand in the battle of Armageddon. As a prelude to this spiritual
warfare, John sees three demonic spirits resembling frogs. Satan’s last
attempt to deceive involves demonic, lying spirits.
The dragon (paganism and spiritualism), the sea beast (Roman
Catholicism), and the false prophet (apostate Protestantism) unite
under Satan’s command (see Rev. 13:11, 12). Satan enables the lamblike beast to perform miraculous signs (see Rev. 13:13–17) that include
spiritualistic manifestations. These signs are part of Satan’s end-time
deceptive strategy to persuade the world to follow him rather than the
true God.
Blinded by their hatred of God and His truth, the leaders of the world
readily believe Satan’s lies, which are cloaked in a pleasing religious
guise (2 Thess. 2:9–12). Ultimately, they will unite in the final battle
leading to the end of this world.
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T hursday March 14
(page 89 of Standard Edition)

Gathering for the Battle of Armageddon
Read Revelation 16:16. How successful will Satan’s end-time deception
be in gathering the people of the world to the battle of Armageddon?

The deceptive demonic miracles will achieve worldwide success. In
having spurned Bible teachings, people will believe a lie that will be
accompanied by deceptive miracles (see 2 Thess. 2:9–12). They will
unite together in purpose, symbolized by their gathering to a “place,”
which is in Hebrew called Armageddon, meaning “the mountain of
Megiddo.” Megiddo was not a mountain, but a fortress city located in
the Valley of Jezreel (or the Plain of Esdraelon) at the foot of the Mount
Carmel ridge. It was an important strategic site.
The Plain of Esdraelon was known for many decisive battles in Israel’s history (see Judg. 5:19; Judg. 6:33; 2 Kings 9:27; 2 Kings 23:29, 30). Revelation
uses this historical background to depict a final great conflict, called
Armageddon, between Christ and the forces of evil. The people of the world
are portrayed as a unified army under the leadership of this satanic league.
The “mountain of Megiddo” is an apparent allusion to Mount Carmel
that towers above the valley in which the ancient city of Megiddo was
located. Mount Carmel was the site of one of the greatest clashes in Israel’s
history, between God’s true prophet (Elijah) and the false prophets of Baal
(1 Kings 18). This showdown answered the question “Who is the true
God?” The fire that came from heaven demonstrated that the Lord was the
only true God and the only one to be worshiped. While the spiritual issue of
the battle of Armageddon—Will we obey God or man?—is decided before
the plagues fall, those who side with the dragon, the beast, and the false
prophet (Rev. 16:13), will then be totally controlled by the devil (as Judas
was, leading up to Christ’s crucifixion [Luke 22:3]).
Having chosen the losing side, they will be among those who cry for the
mountains to hide them (Rev. 6:16; read also 2 Thess. 1:7, 8). Before the
plagues fall, however, Revelation 13:13, 14 portrays the earth beast bringing fire down from heaven to deceive the world into thinking that Satan’s
counterfeit, which will include false revivals led by another spirit, is the
work of God.
Armageddon is not a military battle among nations to be fought somewhere in the Middle East, but a global spiritual contest in which Christ
decisively confronts the forces of darkness (see 2 Cor. 10:4). The outcome will be like that at Carmel but on a worldwide scale—with God’s
triumph over the forces of darkness.
For many years, people have been looking at political and military
turmoil in the Middle East as signs of the end and of Armageddon.
Despite many predictions and date-settings, Armageddon, as they
have envisioned it, has not come. How can we protect ourselves
from making similar mistakes in regard to interpreting these localized events as the fulfillments of Bible prophecy?
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F riday March 15
(page 90 of Standard Edition)

Further Thought: “None but those who have fortified the mind with the

truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul will
come the searching test: Shall I obey God rather than men? . . . The apostle
Paul declared, looking down to the last days: ‘The time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine.’ 2 Timothy 4:3. That time has fully come. The
multitudes do not want Bible truth, because it interferes with the desires of the
sinful, world-loving heart; and Satan supplies the deceptions which they love.
“But God will have a people upon the earth to maintain the Bible, and the
Bible only, as the standard of all doctrines and the basis of all reforms. The
opinions of learned men, the deductions of science, the creeds or decisions of
ecclesiastical councils, as numerous and discordant as are the churches which
they represent, the voice of the majority—not one nor all of these should be
regarded as evidence for or against any point of religious faith. Before accepting any doctrine or precept, we should demand a plain ‘Thus saith the Lord’
in its support. . . .
“As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will
personate Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Saviour’s
advent as the consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it
appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest
himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness, resembling
the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation. Revelation
1:13–15. The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal
eyes have yet beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: ‘Christ
has come! Christ has come!’ The people prostrate themselves in adoration
before him. . . . In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same
gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of
the people, and then, in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to have
changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow the day which he
has blessed. He declares that those who persist in keeping holy the seventh day
are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them with
light and truth. This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion.”—Ellen G.
White, The Great Controversy, pp. 593–595, 624.

Discussion Questions:

 Read Jesus’ admonition in Revelation 16:15, inserted into the

description of the preparation for the battle of Armageddon. Note the
similar wording in Christ’s earlier appeal to the church of Laodicea (Rev.
3:18). How do Christ’s words show the significance of the Laodicean
message for God’s people living at the time of the preparation for the
final conflict? In what way does this message apply to you personally?

 White and clean garments in Revelation symbolize the righteousness

of Christ (Rev. 3:4, 5; Rev. 19:7–9). Only those who clothe themselves with
the robe of Christ’s righteousness will be able to stand firm in the final
crisis. How does one make his or her robes white and clean in the blood
of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14)?

143

Story

i n s i d e

Moses and Zimbabwe’s Police
By Andrew McChesney, Adventist Mission
The 26-year-old missionary gazed at the group of 50 Zimbabwean police
officers. The uniformed men and women had just participated in a colorful
parade in downtown Bulawayo, and they were waiting for him to speak.
Emmanuel Msimanga—a Global Mission pioneer assigned to the central
business district of Zimbabwe’s second-largest city—began to speak about
Moses.
“Even though Moses was in Egypt, he remembered that he was a Hebrew,”
he said. “Moses realized, ‘Even though I’m in Egypt, I’m not an Egyptian. I
don’t have to follow the ways of the land.’”
Emmanuel looked into earnest faces.
“Some people are amassing unjust gain. Do not follow that,” he said. “Live
a righteous life even though we live in a sinful world.”
Emmanuel, a 2017 theology graduate of Solusi University outside
Bulawayo, has a unique opportunity to share Christ. As a Global Mission
pioneer, he has been seeking ways to reach out to police officers, government
workers, and university students who live and work in his district. By simply
asking, he received permission to give a 30-minute devotional message at
training courses for local and regional officers.
Emmanuel had much more to say about Moses at the training course.
“Moses chose to suffer with the Israelites rather than enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin for a season,” he said. Turning in his Bible to Hebrews 11:24, 25,
he read, “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.”
Police officers thanked Emmanuel afterward. “This is the devotional we
need,” said one. “It tells us things that we don’t want to hear but we must hear.”
“It was a word of rebuke and correction,” said another. “God blessed me
today.”
Emmanuel invited the officers to enroll in free Voice of Prophecy Bible
studies and gave each a book.
No police officers have requested baptism, but Emmanuel is sure that the
Holy Spirit is at work. After just two months of his Global Mission pioneer
work, five university students in his district were ready
for baptism.
As Emmanuel pushes ahead, he is eager to keep
preaching righteousness. “Like Moses, we must always
stand for the right, even though the tide of the time says
we should be corrupt,” he said.
Part of a 2015 Thirteenth Sabbath Offering went to Solusi University
to double the size of its crowded cafeteria from 500 seats to 1,000.
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teachers comments

Part I: Overview
Key Text: Revelation 15:4
Study Focus: Revelation 16 describes the seven last plagues (Rev. 15:1) of earth’s
history. Included in these plagues is the only mention of the exact title
“Armageddon” in the Bible.
Introduction: This section begins with the end-time people of God standing by
the sea of glass singing the song of Moses and the Lamb, an allusion to the
Exodus (Rev. 15:1–4). Then the seven plagues are introduced with a vision of
the heavenly temple emptied because of the glory of God, meaning the heavenly ministry of Christ has ended, the reversal of its original inauguration
(Rev. 15:5–8; compare Exod. 40:34, 35). This scene is close-of-probation
imagery. Seven angels were then told to pour out bowls of wrath upon the
earth one by one (Revelation 16).
Lesson Themes: The lesson and the focus passage introduce the following themes:
I. God’s People Named by Many Names
Evidence of the text is that such names as remnant, 144,000, and saints all refer
to the same end-time group.
II. Why Plagues When No Repentance Will Result?
III. The Symbolic Meaning of the Euphrates River in Revelation 16:12
IV. Two Gospels in Revelation
The three angels (Rev. 14:6–12) and the three frogs (Rev. 16:13, 14) are
contrasting symbols of the gospel.
V. Cyrus the Persian and the Second Half of Revelation
A pagan king foreshadows the Messiah.
VI. The Meaning of Armageddon
Life Application: The “Life Application” section explores how the description of the battle of Armageddon in Revelation promotes spiritual prepa
ration for the end time.
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Part II: Commentary
See “Introduction” of part I for a summary of Revelation 15 and 16.
Main Themes of Lesson 11 Elaborated:
I. God’s People Named by Many Names
We saw in the previous lesson of this teachers edition that God’s faithful, end-time ones are called remnant in Revelation 12:17 and 144,000
in Revelation 14:1. The allusion to Joel 2:32 in Revelation 14:1 makes
it clear that John sees the two groups as the same. There is further
evidence in Revelation that the multiple names for God’s people all
refer to the same end-time group rather than multiple end-time groups.
The 144,000 and the great multitude appear to be opposites. As we
saw in the teachers edition for lesson 6 (see theme IV) there are two
views on this subject. God’s end-time people are called the 144,000
in Revelation 14:1 and “saints” in Revelation 14:12, but the “saints”
of all ages, especially those during the period of 1,260 days/years, are
described in Revelation 17:6. So God’s end-time people are called by
many names in Revelation: 144,000, remnant, and saints (Rev. 14:12).
They stand by the sea of glass (Rev. 15:2); they are the ones who keep
their garments (Rev. 16:15); and they are the ones who are called the
chosen and faithful followers of the Lamb (Rev. 17:14).
II. Why Plagues When No Repentance Will Result?
The deceptions and plagues of the final crisis expose the truth about
Satan and those who follow him (2 Thess. 2:10–12). It is not God’s
fault that the wicked are unredeemed. Neither the grace of God (Rom.
2:4) nor the plagues of the end time (Rev. 16:9, 11, 21) bring about
any repentance. The unredeemed are hardened in the course they have
chosen. Thus, even the destruction of the wicked glorifies the character
of God in the end (Rev. 15:3, 4). They have made themselves unsafe to
save, and, thus, God sadly lets them go (Hos. 11:7, 8). Even after the
millennium and a clear perspective on God’s character, nothing in their
character has changed (Rev. 20:7–10). The plagues expose their settled
unfitness for eternity and vindicate God’s judgment in each case.
III. The Symbolic Meaning of the Euphrates River in Revelation 16:12
What is the meaning of the Euphrates River in Revelation 16:12? We need
not remain in doubt when the text itself defines a symbol. Revelation 17:1
introduces an explanation of one of the bowl plagues, one that has some-
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thing to do with water. It must be referring to the sixth plague, because the
woman who sits on the water is called Babylon (Rev. 17:5), and the “many
waters” of Babylon describe the Euphrates River (Jer. 51:13). The meaning
of the river is defined in Revelation 17:15. The waters of verse 1 represent
“peoples and multitudes and nations and languages” (ESV), in other words,
the civil and secular powers of the entire world. These powers give their
allegiance to Babylon for a short time (Rev. 17:3, 12, 13), creating a worldwide, end-time confederacy in opposition to God and His end-time people.
IV. Two Gospels in Revelation
The three angels of Revelation 14:6–12 together proclaim the final
gospel message to the world. What many readers of Revelation have
missed is the counterfeit gospel also proclaimed to the world in
Revelation 16:13, 14. The dragon, the beast, and the false prophet
(the satanic triad of Revelation 13) each produce an unclean spirit like
a frog out of their mouths (Rev. 16:13). According to verse 14 these
frogs are the “spirits of demons” (NKJV) who go out to the kings of
the whole inhabited world to gather them for the battle of Armageddon
(see also Rev. 16:16). Demons are evil angels; thus, you have three
holy angels working through God’s remnant church presenting the
true gospel in chapter 14 and three evil angels presenting a counterfeit gospel in chapters 13 and 16. Both “gospels” go out to the entire
world (Rev. 14:6, 16:14). This counterfeit gospel also is described in
2 Thessalonians 2:9–12 and Matthew 24:24–27. Those who do not rely
on the words of Scripture will be deceived in the final crisis.
V. Cyrus the Persian and the Second Half of Revelation
In Revelation 16:12, the drying up of the Euphrates, Babylon’s political
and military support system (Jer. 50:37, 38; Jer. 51:35, 36), prepares
the way for the kings from the east. This brief description recalls how
the armies of Cyrus came from the north and east of Babylon. His
engineers excavated a depression in the nearby landscape and diverted
the flow of the Euphrates River into that depression, allowing Cyrus’s
soldiers to march under the river gates into the city. Timing the diversion to take advantage of a feast day inside the city, Cyrus’s soldiers
discovered that drunken guards had left open the gates along the river
bank. The soldiers poured into the city, conquering it and killing its
ruler, Belshazzar (as described in Daniel 5). In the months and years
that followed, Cyrus initiated a process in which the scattered remnant
of Israel were encouraged to go back home and rebuild the temple and
the city of Jerusalem.
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Notice the total sequence once more: In Old Testament times, Cyrus,
king of Persia, dried up the literal Euphrates River in order to conquer
Babylon and to let Israel go free. This narrative clearly sets the foundation
for the last portion of the book of Revelation. In the book of Revelation,
the waters of the end-time River Euphrates are dried up to make way for
an end-time Cyrus (the “kings from the east”) who conquers end-time
Babylon to deliver end-time Israel! The fundamental narrative substructure of the battle of Armageddon is grounded in the Old Testament story
of Cyrus and Babylon’s fall.
VI. The Meaning of Armageddon
The word “Armageddon” is really Har-Magedon in the Greek. Revelation
16:16 explains that the word is based on the Hebrew. In Hebrew har means
mountain. So the most natural meaning of Armageddon is “Mountain of
Megiddo.” The problem is that there is no mountain in the whole world
named Megiddo. There are waters of Megiddo (Judg. 5:19), a valley of
Megiddo (2 Chron. 35:22), and a city of Megiddo (1 Kings 9:15). Others
suggest “mountain of slaughter” (based on Zech. 12:11) or “mount of
assembly” (echoing Isa. 14:13, ESV).
The Anchor Bible Dictionary concludes that the best explanation of
Har-Magedon is to associate it with the mountain that looms over the
waters, valley, and city of Megiddo—Mount Carmel. Mount Carmel is the
place where Elijah called fire down from heaven to earth to demonstrate
who the true God is (Rev. 13:13, 14). In the last days of earth’s history,
there will be a showdown between the true God (Revelation 4, 5) and the
counterfeit trio (Rev. 16:13, 14); between the three angels (Rev. 14:6–12)
and the three frogs. In that final contest, the fire will fall on the wrong
altar (Rev. 13:13, 14), but the true God will be vindicated in the end (Rev.
15:3, 4).

Part III: Life Application
1. In the midst of the battle of Armageddon account (Rev. 16:13–16) is
a blessing on the one who keeps watch and hangs on to his clothes
(Rev. 16:15). In lesson 3, theme V, we saw that this reference is a
clear allusion to Revelation 3:18, the warning of Christ to Laodicea.
There is, therefore, a clear connection between the Laodicean
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church and God’s final call to the world in the context of
Armageddon. The church that will pass through the final crisis
of earth’s history is seriously flawed—but very much the object
of Jesus’ solicitude and will overcome at last (Rev. 3:21). This
paradox should be a source of both warning and encouragement
to God’s people today.

2. In one single verse (Rev. 16:15), John brings together a variety
of New Testament appeals in light of the end. Both “I am coming
like a thief” (NASB) and “Blessed is the one who stays awake”
(NASB) echo statements of Jesus that are further echoed by
Paul (Matt. 24:42–44, Luke 12:37–39, 1 Thess. 5:1–6). All three of
these texts are about readiness for the coming of Jesus. By echoing these concepts in the middle of the battle of Armageddon,
the book of Revelation makes it clear that now is the time to
heed the warning so as not to be on the wrong side then. It is
our spiritual task to keep watch over our hearts, thoughts, and
behavior—and to remain faithful no matter the deception or the
coercion we may face. There is a need for both faithful endurance and discernment, fortified with the words of Jesus, of Paul,
and of Jesus to Laodicea. When we choose to be faithful today in
the midst of various temptations, we are being prepared for even
greater battles at the end of time.
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