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13Lesson *June 20–26

Crucified and Risen

Sabbath afternoon

Read for This Week’s Study: Gen. 3:1–6, Luke 22:39–46, 
2 Cor. 13:8, Luke 22:53, Matt. 12:30, 1 Cor. 15:14.

Memory Text: “ ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again’ ” (Luke 
24:7, NKJV).

From childhood Jesus was conscious that He had come to this 
earth to fulfill His Father’s will (Luke 2:41–50). He taught, 
healed, and ministered with an unwavering commitment to obey 

the Father. Now the time had come, after celebrating the Last Supper, to 
walk alone, to affirm God’s will, to be betrayed and denied, to be tried 
and crucified, and to rise victorious over death.

Throughout His life Jesus knew about the inevitability of the cross. 
Many times in the Gospels, the word must is used in relationship to the 
sufferings and death of Jesus (Luke 17:25, 22:37, 24:7, Matt. 16:21, 
Mark 8:31, 9:12, John 3:14). He must go to Jerusalem. He must suffer. 
He must be rejected. He must be lifted up, and so on. Nothing would 
deter the Son of God from going to Golgotha. He denounced, as com-
ing from Satan (Matt. 16:22, 23), any suggestion to reject the cross. He 
was convinced that He “must go . . . suffer . . . be killed, and be raised” 
(vs. 21, NKJV). To Jesus, the journey to the cross was not an option; it 
was a “must” (Luke 24:25, 26, 46), a part of the divine “mystery . . . 
kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s 
people” (Col. 1:26, NIV).

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, June 27.
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Gethsemane: The Fearsome Struggle 
At the dawn of history, God created Adam and Eve and placed them 

in a beautiful garden blessed with all that they needed for a life of joy. 
Soon something extraordinary happened: Satan appeared (Genesis 3). 
He tempted the first couple and then plunged the young earth into a 
mighty controversy between good and evil, between God and Satan. 

Now, in God’s own time, another garden (Luke 22:39–46) became 
a mighty battleground where the war between truth and falsehood, 
between righteousness and sin, and between God’s plan for human 
salvation and Satan’s goal for human destruction raged.

In Eden the world was plunged into the disaster of sin; in Gethsemane 
the world’s ultimate victory was assured. Eden saw the tragic triumph 
of self asserting itself against God; Gethsemane showed self surrender-
ing itself to God and revealing the victory over sin. 

Compare what happened in Eden (Gen. 3:1–6) with what happened 
in Gethsemane (Luke 22:39–46). What was the big difference in 
what happened in both gardens?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Gethsemane stands for two crucial things: first, for a most vicious 
attempt of Satan to derail Jesus from God’s mission and purpose; 
next, for the noblest example of reliance on God’s strength to 
accomplish His will and purpose. Gethsemane shows that, however 
strong the battle is and however weak the self is, victory is certain 
to those who have experienced the strength of prayer. As Jesus so 
famously prayed: “ ‘Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done’ ” 
(Luke 22:42, NKJV). 

All the hosts of Satan were arraigned against Jesus; the disciples, 
whom He loved so much, were numb to His suffering. Drops of blood 
were falling drop by drop; the betrayer’s kiss was just a breath away; 
and the priests and the temple guards were about to pounce. Yet, Jesus 
showed us that prayer and submission to God’s will give the needed 
strength to the soul to bear life’s great burdens.

Next time you are severely tempted, how can you have the kind of 
experience Jesus had in Gethsemane as opposed to what Adam 
and Eve had in Eden? What is the crucial factor that makes all 
the difference between them?  



165

(page 106 of Standard Edition)

Monday June 22

Judas
“Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve” 

(Luke 22:3, NIV). No doubt Satan worked hard to get all the dis-
ciples. What was it about Judas, though, that enabled the adversary 
to succeed so well with him, in contrast to the others?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Luke tells how Jesus prayed alone all night in the mountains before 
He chose His disciples (Luke 6:12–16). And Jesus believed that the 
Twelve were God’s gift to Him (John 17:6–9). Was Judas really an 
answer to prayer? How are we to understand what is going on here other 
than that even in Judas’s betrayal and apostasy, God’s purpose was to be 
fulfilled? (See 2 Cor. 13:8.)  

Judas, who had so much potential, who could have been another Paul, 
instead went in a completely wrong direction. What could have been 
a Gethsemane experience for him was, instead, like the Fall in Eden.

“He had fostered the evil spirit of avarice until it had become the rul-
ing motive of his life. The love of mammon overbalanced his love for 
Christ.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 716. 

When Jesus fed the 5,000 with five loaves and two fish (Luke 9:10–17), 
Judas was the first to grasp the political value of the miracle and “set 
on foot the project to take Christ by force and make Him king.”—The  
Desire of Ages, p. 719. But Jesus denounced the attempt, and there 
began Judas’s disenchantment: “His hopes were high. His disappoint-
ment was bitter.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 719. Obviously Judas, as 
did others, believed that Jesus would use His extraordinary powers to 
establish a worldly kingdom, and Judas clearly had wanted a place in 
that kingdom. How tragic: his desire for a place in a temporal kingdom 
that never came caused him to lose a place in an eternal kingdom that 
was sure to come.

Another time, when a devout follower of Jesus chose to anoint His feet 
with a costly ointment, Judas decried her act as an economic waste (John 
12:1–8). All Judas could see was money, and his love of money overshad-
owed his love of Jesus. This fixation with money and power led Judas to 
put a price tag on the priceless gift of heaven (Matt. 26:15). From then on, 
“Satan entered Judas” (Luke 22:3, NKJV). And Judas became a lost soul.

There is nothing wrong with status, power, or money. The prob-
lem comes when these things (or anything) overshadow our 
faithfulness to God. Why is it always important to take stock of 
ourselves so that we don’t become as self-deceived as was Judas? 
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Either for Him or Against Him
For all else that it entails, the Cross is also the great divider of his-

tory: the divider between faith and unbelief, between betrayal and 
acceptance, and between eternal life and death. There is no middle 
ground for any human being concerning the Cross. In the end, we are 
either on one side or the other. 

“ ‘He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather 
with Me scatters abroad’  ” (Matt. 12:30, NKJV). Strong words, and 
they can make us a bit uncomfortable, but Jesus is simply expressing 
what is real and what the truth entails for those who are immersed in 
the great controversy between Christ and Satan. We are with Jesus or 
with Satan. 

Yes, it’s that stark.

How did the following people relate to Jesus, and what lessons can we 
learn from their examples that can help us in our own relationship 
to God and how we relate to the Cross? 

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Sanhedrin (Luke 22:53). What mistakes did these people make, why 
did they make them, and how can we protect ourselves from doing 
something similar concerning how they viewed Jesus?  

 ____________________________________________________

Pilate (Luke 23:1–7, 13–25). What led Pilate to say, “ ‘I find no fault 
in Him’ ” (John 19:4, NKJV) and at the same time sentence Him to 
be crucified? What can we learn from his mistake in failing to do 
what he knew was right?

 ____________________________________________________

Herod (Luke 23:6–12). What was his big mistake, and what can we 
learn from it?

 ____________________________________________________

The two thieves (Luke 23:39–43). Two sinners look at the same cross 
and have two different reactions. How does this scene reveal the 
either-or aspect of salvation—that is, we are either on one side of 
the great controversy or on the other? 

 ____________________________________________________
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He Is Risen 
Early Sunday morning the women went to the tomb with a single 

purpose—to complete the burial ritual. Despite the time they had spent 
with Jesus, they had not truly understood what was to happen. They 
were certainly not expecting an empty tomb, or to be told by heavenly 
messengers: “He is not here, but is risen” (Luke 24:6).

In the first few chapters of Acts alone there are at least eight references 
to the resurrection of Jesus (see Acts 1:22; 2:14–36; 3:14, 15; 4:1, 2, 
10, 12, 33; 5:30–32). Why was the resurrection of Jesus so pivotal 
in apostolic preaching and in the faith of the early church? Why is 
it still so crucial for us today, as well?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

The women were firsthand eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Jesus. 
They rushed to share this good news with others, but no one believed 
them (Luke 24:11). Instead, the apostles dismissed the greatest story 
in redemptive history as “idle tales” of exhausted and grieving women 
(vss. 10, 11). 

How soon they were to learn just how wrong they were!
The resurrection of Christ is foundational to God’s redemptive act 

and to the totality of Christian faith and existence. The apostle Paul 
makes that very clear: “If Christ is not risen, then our preaching is 
empty and your faith is also empty” (1 Cor. 15:14, NKJV). It is empty, 
or vain, because only in Christ’s resurrection can we find the hope that 
is ours. Without that hope, our lives here end, and they end for eternity. 
Christ’s life didn’t end in a tomb, and the great promise is that ours 
won’t either.

“If Christ is not risen from the dead, the long course of God’s 
redemptive acts to save his people ends in a dead-end street, in a tomb. 
If the resurrection of Christ is not reality, then we have no assurance 
that God is the living God, for death has the last word. Faith is futile 
because the object of that faith has not vindicated himself as the Lord 
of life. Christian faith is then incarcerated in the tomb along with the 
final and highest self-revelation of God in Christ—if Christ is indeed 
dead.”—George Eldon Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1974), p. 318.
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“All Things Must Be Fulfilled” 
Read Luke 24:13–49, which tells us about events immediately after 

Christ’s resurrection. In the various encounters, what does Jesus 
point to in order to help these people understand what happened 
to Him, and why is that so important, even for us today in our wit-
ness to the world?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

The resurrection of Jesus should have been enough evidence to 
establish the Messiahship of Jesus. Beaten and brutalized before being 
crucified and eventually pierced, Jesus was then wrapped and placed in 
a tomb. Even if, as some have ridiculously suggested, He had survived 
both the cross and the burial, a bloodied and battered and weakened 
Jesus, somehow staggering from the tomb, would not have been any-
one’s idea of a victorious Messiah. 

Nevertheless, there Jesus was, alive and well. He walked several miles 
with the two men on the road to Emmaus. And yet even then, before 
revealing who He was, Jesus pointed them to the Scriptures, giving them 
a firm biblical foundation for their faith in Him. 

Then, when He appeared to the disciples, showed them His flesh, and 
ate with them, Jesus did more: He pointed them to the Word of God: 
“ ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and 
to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
And you are witnesses of these things’ ” (Luke 24:46–48, NKJV).

Here, too, Jesus not only pointed to the Scriptures (besides the evi-
dence that He was actually alive and among them), but He used the 
Scriptures to help them understand exactly what had happened to Him. 
Also, He directly linked His resurrection with the mission to preach the 
gospel to all nations. 

So, even with all the powerful evidence proving who Jesus was, He 
always pointed His followers back to the Word of God. After all, with-
out the Word of God among us today, how would we know of our call-
ing and mission to preach the gospel to the world? How would we even 
know what the gospel was? The Bible is, then, as central to us today as 
it was to Jesus and His disciples.

How much time do you spend with the Bible? How does it impact 
how you live, the choices you make, and how you treat others?  
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Further Study: “The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by  
saints and angels. Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of 
God without the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Shall 
we not then exalt the cross of Christ? The angels ascribe honor and 
glory to Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the 
sufferings of the Son of God. It is through the efficacy of the cross that 
the angels of heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the cross they 
would be no more secure against evil than were the angels before the 
fall of Satan. Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection 
failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for security in earth 
or heaven must look to the Lamb of God.”—Ellen G. White, The SDA 
Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1132.

Discussion Questions:
 As Christians we have to live by faith; that is, we have to 
believe in something that we can’t fully prove, that we don’t have 
direct eyewitness evidence for. Of course, people do that all the 
time in a lot of things. For instance, in the context of science, 
one author wrote: “In summary, we have direct evidence for a 
surprisingly small number of the beliefs we hold.”—Richard 
DeWitt, Worldviews: An Introduction to the History and Philosophy 
of Science, 2nd ed. (Chichester, West Sussex, U.K.: John Wiley and 
Sons,  2010), p. 15. Nevertheless, we have many very good reasons 
for our faith, for the things we believe in. In the context of the 
Great Commission, for instance, look at what Jesus said to the dis-
ciples: “ ‘And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come’ ” 
(Matt. 24:14, NKJV). Now, think about the time that Jesus spoke 
these words. How large was His following at the time? How many 
people believed in Him or even had any understanding of who He 
was and what He was going to accomplish? Think, too, about all 
the opposition that the early church was to face, for centuries, in 
the Roman Empire. Keeping all these facts in mind, discuss just 
how remarkable a prediction this statement of Jesus was and how 
it should help us to trust in the Word of God.

 Dwell on the Ellen G. White passage above. How does this help 
us to understand just how universal the issues of sin really are? 
Even the angels are not secure except by looking to Jesus. What 
does this mean?



New Life From Death
Masaaki, Japan

As a mortician, I’m surrounded by death every day as I prepare bodies for 
burial and direct funerals. For years, I have watched people mourn the deaths 
of loved ones and go through the ceremonies to assure that the deceased have 
peaceful and speedy journeys from this life to the next. 

Japan is largely secular, but most people honor their ancestors by prayers, 
elaborate ceremonies, and worship rituals. At certain times during the year, 
families visit their ancestral burial sites and offer gifts and prayers. My family 
was no different; we prayed to our ancestors.  

As I watched the leaders of various religions conduct funeral ceremonies, 
I noticed that most funerals involved great sadness and much weeping. But I 
noticed that during Christian funerals, sorrow was tempered with hope. They 
seemed to have faith that they would see their loved ones again. No such hope 
existed for most people. I began to wonder whose beliefs were correct. Just 
where did the spirit go after a person died? 

I began watching Christians more closely. Christians, I quickly saw, faced 
death with a deep-rooted faith in their God. Their pastors showed great com-
passion toward the grieving family and spoke of their hope to see their loved 
ones again. One day I was in charge of a funeral in a Seventh-day Adventist 
church. After my preparations were completed, I sat down alone in the empty 
church and let the peacefulness of the sanctuary wrap around me. I thought 
about the times when death came close to me, the time when I almost drowned 
in the ocean, and the time I should have died in a motorcycle accident. As I 
remembered these experiences, I was surprised that instead of feeling fear, I 
felt a deep peace. I sensed that I was not alone.  

The next morning I visited the Adventist pastor. We talked about God and 
the pastor assured me that Jesus wanted to be part of my life. I asked him to 
help me learn more. I was eager to know how the Christian faith gave its fol-
lowers such hope. We studied together for several months, and I learned a lot 
about the God who not only created us but came to live and die so that we 
could live with Him forever. I had never heard of such love! 

I prayed my first prayer, and God filled my heart with a peace and joy I had 
never known. My family, friends, and colleagues noticed the changes in my 
life and asked what had happened. I told them that I had met the living God, 
Jesus Christ, and had accepted His gift of salvation.

Now when I conduct a funeral for someone who is not a Christian, I want 
the grieving family to notice a difference in my life. I continue studying the 
Bible and learning about God’s love so I can answer people who ask about my 
faith, and know how to encourage the sad families I meet every day.

Adapted from a story by Charlotte Ishkanian.

Produced by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission.  
Web site: www.AdventistMission.org

Storyi n s i d e
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The Lesson in Brief 

Key Text: Luke 24:7

The Student Will:

Know: Recognize the sufferings and the victory of Jesus.
Feel: Be changed by the agony and pain of Gethsemane and the cross and 
the victory of the empty tomb.
Do: Identify with the crucified and risen Jesus.

Learning Outline:

I. Know: The Sufferings and the Victory of Jesus

A What is the cup that Jesus wanted taken away from Him? 

B How did the cross, an instrument of shame, become a symbol of sal-
vation? 

C Why was a bodily resurrection of Jesus necessary?

II. Feel: The Agony and the Victory of Jesus

A How do you react to Gethsemane—to the indifference of the sleeping 
disciples, to the agony of Jesus?

B Imagine yourself at the foot of the cross. How might that have affected 
your attitude toward sin?

C How does it feel to know that Jesus’ victory over death is your vic-
tory? What responsibility does such a feeling place upon you?

III. Do: Identify With the Crucified and Risen Jesus.

A What would you do or give in return for the great sacrifice Jesus gave 
for your sins? How would you express your thankfulness for the love mani-
fested on the cross?

B How can you take up your cross and follow Jesus? What changes would 
such a step involve in your life?

C How have you experienced the power of forgiveness and the joy that the 
risen Jesus gives? Pray for an opportunity to share your experience.

Summary: The most sublime truth in the world is that Jesus, holy and sinless, came to 
this world, suffered and died for our sins, and rose again on the third day victori-
ous over Satan, sin, and death. And the next most sublime truth is this: He offers 
this victory over sin and a place in His kingdom for all who accept Him in faith.
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Learning Cycle

STEP 1—Motivate

Spotlight on Scripture: Luke 22:39–46, 23:26–56, 24:1–12

Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: Luke introduced his Gospel as 
“an orderly account” (Luke 1:3, NKJV) so that the reader may know 
“the certainty of those things” (vs. 4, NKJV) that had happened in the life 
of Jesus. The Gospel concludes with the message given by the Risen One 
Himself: “ ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to 
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations. . . . And 
you are witnesses of these things’ ” (Luke 24:46–48, NKJV).

Being such witnesses has never been easy. When it comes to the Cross 
and to the Resurrection, there is a tendency to be “foolish,” and “slow 
of heart to believe” all that the Scriptures have spoken (vs. 25, NKJV).

Just for Teachers: Under such circumstances, how do we find cer-
tainty in our faith and steadfastness in our hope? No amount of rea-
soning, logic, or arguments can help us to understand the mystery of 
God’s love and grace, revealed in the suffering, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus. Lead your class to achieve that blessed faith.

For Reflection: Oscar Cullmann, a great New Testament theologian, says, 
“The resurrection hope presupposes the faith in creation. Because God is 
the creator also of the body, therefore in the Bible, ‘resurrection’. . . must be 
resurrection of the body.”—Christ and Time (London: SCM Press, 1967), 
p. 234.

Question for Discussion: How do faith in Creation and faith in the Resur- 
rection reinforce each other?

STEP 2—Explore

Just for Teachers: Let us look at three closing scenes of Christ’s 
earthly life and meditate upon the great price God has paid for our 
salvation: Gethsemane, the Cross, and the Resurrection.

Bible Commentary

I. Gethsemane: The Cup and the Will (Review Luke 22:42 with your class.)
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Christ suffered much at Gethsemane in order to redeem us at Calvary.
A. “ ‘Father, if it is Your will’ ” (Luke 22:42, NKJV). Christ saw in 

Gethsemane the hinge of redemptive history: to drink the cup and climb 
the cross, or to refuse the cup and return to the courts of heaven. Nothing 
could have prevented Him from going back to the Father, for He did no 
sin; but had He done so, what would have happened to the covenant sworn 
to by the Godhead before the foundations of the earth were laid, to redeem 
the sinner and to crush the enemy in the great controversy between God 
and Satan (Eph. 1:3–7)? Jesus weighed the consequences and refused to 
put the interests of self over the priorities of the Father. Submission to 
God’s will is the secret of victory—Christ’s as well as ours.

B. The cup. All three Synoptic Gospels mention that Jesus prayed with 
great agony that this cup be removed from Him, with the doctor-writer 
Luke adding the detail that His sweat fell to the ground “like great drops 
of blood” (Luke 22:44, NKJV). 

What was this bitter cup? Certainly not the physical death that was 
being plotted even at that moment by His enemies, or the mental anguish 
He would have to undergo at being betrayed, denied, and rejected. No, the 
bitter cup was the agonizing fear that bearing the sins of the world and 
giving His life as a ransom on the cross could bring a permanent separa-
tion from the Father. As the Son and the Father are one in essence, one in 
thought, one in action, Jesus could not bear the thought of the bitter cup 
of even momentary separation on the cross from the Father.

Consider This: The cup is bitter, unbearable, and agonizing. “ ‘Let this 
cup pass from Me’ ” (Matt. 26:39, NKJV) is the prayer of Jesus. It is a 
legitimate prayer. But the biblical concept of prayer is not that it be legiti-
mate and reasonable alone, but that it be submissive. Over and beyond 
all life’s expectations and occurrences, there is the sovereign will of God. 
Every prayer is answered by Yes, No, or wait. Where God’s will is recog-
nized as paramount, “all things work together for good” (Rom. 8:28). This 
is the lesson of Gethsemane. What is the secret, then, of victory in Christ?

II. The Cross: Victory and New Life (Review Luke 9:23 and 2 Corinthians 5:17–19 
with your class.)

The Cross means victory and a new way of life for Christ’s followers.
A. The cross: The moment of victory. The Cross is God’s chosen means 

to win a decisive victory in the great controversy between Christ and Satan. 
Upon that victory alone depends the hope of sinners becoming children of 
God. It is this Cross that was central to Paul’s proclamation: “God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 
them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:19, 
NKJV).
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True, on the cross, Jesus agonized whether the darkness of separation from 
the Father would be eternal, but the Son had set His mind to break the shackles 
of sin forever and to crush the evil one once and for all. He drank the cup of the 
eternal covenant made long ago and cried out, “ ‘It is finished’ ” (John 19:30, 
NKJV). The task He had come to fulfill was done. Redemption from sin was 
accomplished. Reconciliation of the human race was completed. The evil one 
was doomed. 

B. The cross: The way to a new life. The Christian life does not begin with 
birth. It begins with death. Until self dies, until self is crucified, there is no 
beginning at all. There must be a radical, deliberate, total surgical removal of 
self. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17, NKJV).

Something happens to a person who lets Jesus take full control of his or 
her life. Simon the waverer becomes Peter the courageous. Saul the persecu-
tor becomes Paul the martyr. Thomas the doubter becomes the missionary of 
the frontier. Cowardice gives way to courage. Unbelief dies, and faith comes 
alive. Jealousy is swallowed up by love. Self-interest vanishes into beneficent 
concern. Self stands crucified.

That’s why Jesus insisted, “ ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me’ ” (Luke 9:23, NKJV). In 
Christian discipleship, bearing the cross is not optional. Either we take up the 
cross, or we don’t.

Consider This: The Gospels do not tell much about what Jesus accomplished 
on the cross (see John 12:31, 32). The rest of the New Testament takes up the 
theme in depth. Read and discuss the following texts: Rom. 3:23–26; 5:8–10; 
8:32; 1 Cor. 5:7; 15:3; Gal. 1:3, 4; 2:20; Eph. 1:7; 5:2; Heb. 9:2–26.

III. The Resurrection: The Risen One and the Witnesses (Review Luke 24:5–8, 
13–35 with your class.)

A. He is risen. Shell-shocked and full of questions for three days, the women 
were the first to arrive at the tomb. They were met by two angels with a time-
less message, “ ‘He is not here, but is risen!’ ” (Luke 24:6), and a significant 
question: “ ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead?’ ” (vs. 5, NKJV).

Humanity is in a perpetual search for the meaning of life and answers to 
its bewildering questions. But the answers cannot be found if the search is in 
the arena of human thought and action. The angels at the empty tomb com-
manded the searching women to look beyond and grasp those timeless words: 
“I am the resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25). Without the risen Jesus, a 
tomb remains a tomb—a sealed house of hopelessness and death. 

B. Witnesses of these things. The cross had shattered their dreams. 
Disappointed, the two disciples were returning to Emmaus, some seven miles 
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northwest of Jerusalem. Suddenly, Jesus, unrecognized, joins them and 
brings them comfort in the midst of despair. After reading the narrative in 
Luke 24:13–35, discuss the following questions:

1. How do we know and believe the reality of the living Jesus?
2. What is the relationship between the Resurrection and the renewal 

of hope? 
3. “Beginning at Moses,” Jesus “expounded . . . in all the Scriptures the 

things concerning Himself ” (Luke 24:37, NKJV). Beginning with Genesis, 
what passages come to your mind regarding the sacrificial mission of Christ?

STEP 3—Apply

Just for Teachers: When the risen Jesus appeared to the disciples 
in their midst, they were “terrified and frightened, and supposed they 
had seen a spirit” (Luke 24:37, NKJV). What is the cure for the terrified 
and the frightened?

Discussion Questions:

Have someone read Luke 24:36–49, and then lead the class to focus on 
the following questions: 

 Jesus often used the words “Peace be unto you.” But now why did these 
words cause fright among the disciples?

 Jesus gave four signs—visual, aural, tactile, and eating—to assure the 
disciples that in His postresurrection status He was a real person. Why is 
faith in a bodily resurrection important?

 Jesus said to the disciples, “ ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was neces-
sary’ ” (vs. 46, NKJV). How do revelation and necessity meet each other in 
the plan of salvation?

STEP 4—Create

Just for Teachers: Between Gethsemane and the Resurrection, the 
road was paved with betrayal, denial, and plotting. Satan’s agenda 
included Judas and Peter. “Satan entered Judas” (Luke 22:3, NKJV), 
and he went out to give that kiss of betrayal and later hung himself. 
Satan asked for Peter, but Jesus assured Peter, “  ‘I have prayed for 
you’ ” (vss. 31, 32, NKJV). What was the difference between the two?

Application Questions:

 What caused Judas to fall into Satan’s camp permanently?

 What caused Peter to review the words of Jesus (vs. 34), repent, and 
weep “bitterly” (vs. 62)?
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