LESSON

11 *September 6–12

Mission in a Pagan Land:
Daniel and Company

SABBATH AFTERNOON
Read for This Week’s Study: Daniel 1–3, 6.
Memory Text: “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with
the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way” (Daniel 1:8, NIV).

Key Thought: The accounts of Daniel and his companions in
Babylon offer us insights into faithfulness and mission that
remain relevant even after twenty-six hundred years.
nd we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”
(Rom. 8:28).
In the darkest of circumstances, when things seem to be going
totally wrong, we can comfort ourselves that in the end all things will
work together for good. Not that all things are good but only that, with
God, they can work together for good. We are not guaranteed it will be
the way we want it; and we may never witness the good that does
finally result. But the promise remains.
This week we will focus on God turning bad into good in the experience of four young Jewish men who, through no fault of their own,
were exiled to a foreign country. Yet, because of their unswerving
commitment, God was able to use them as witnesses for His purposes
and power. Through various ordeals, such as a fiery furnace and a den
of lions, God not only displayed His care for Daniel and his friends,
but He demonstrated His power before pagans who knew only their
idols. Who but God knows the eternal results of the faithfulness displayed by these young Hebrews?

A

*Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, September 13.
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A Spiritual Foundation
Most of us know the basic story of Daniel and his friends, who were
taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, about six hundred
years before Christ. Through their faithfulness, God used these young
men to further His plans and mission in Babylon, the world’s most
powerful nation at the time. Yet, to a large extent the stories of Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are a tribute to the faithful training by
their parents.
Jewish families were not to take lightly the duty of instructing their
children. Much of this took place through storytelling, an important
part of family life. Parents were to tell and retell the stories of God’s
leading in the history of their nation. Children were to learn how following God’s commandments leads to life, while disregarding them
leads to death.

Read Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 (see also Deut. 4:9). What spiritual principle is found here that is important, not just for children but for all
of us? In what ways is daily, personal devotions a means of applying this principle in our own lives?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
The parents of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah could not
have predicted what would happen to their children. But through faithful, daily religious instruction, they provided a strong spiritual foundation for the rest of their lives. How important that parents seek to do
the same for their own children today. At the same time, the constant
dwelling upon God, the constant recounting of the miracles, the goodness, and the love of God can be as much a benefit to the parents as
to the children. Even for those who do not have children or for those
whose children are gone, how important to keep the reality, goodness,
and power of God before us at all times. After all, how can we share
with others what we, ourselves, have not experienced?
How consistent are you in your personal devotions? How can
they help strengthen faith and make us better witnesses?
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The Lesson in Brief
Key Text: Daniel 1:8
The Student Will:
Know: What it was that changed Daniel from an unknown prisoner of
war into the prime minister of the conquering nation.
Feel: A motivation to follow Daniel’s example.
Do: Figure out a plan in your circumstances that matches what Daniel did.
Learning Outline:
I. The Resolution (Dan. 1:8)
A This attitude is apparent throughout the story of Daniel.
B His three friends had the same attitude (Dan. 3:16–18) as did Daniel
himself later in life (Dan. 6:13).
C What’s the difference between taking pagan names, and eating pagan
food? (See Tuesday’s lesson.)

l
l
l
l
l

II. Contemporary Resolutions (Acts 4:19, 20)
A Have the class list some contemporary issues that might parallel those
of Daniel’s time.
B What about Seventh-day Adventists in military, governmental, or business positions today?

l
l

III. Translatable Principles (Phil. 4:8, 9)
A How does Daniel’s attitude translate into specific actions and attitudes
in contemporary situations?
B Have the class discuss these words from Ellen G. White (see Friday’s
lesson): “In the smallest as well as the largest affairs of life, He [God]
desires us to reveal . . . the principles of His kingdom.”—Christ’s Object
Lessons, p. 357.
C Case Study: Have the class devise a case study that involves the principles in this lesson.

l

Summary: In Daniel, four young men, in the face of massive challenges, remain
true to principle and to their God. The same should be true of us today.
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The Early Tests
Immediately after the boys arrived in Babylon, it was clear that
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah would face many temptations
and negative influences.

Read Daniel 1:4. Where does the first potential attack on their faith
occur? Why could it be so deadly?
It is all too true that what we read, what we are exposed to, cannot
help influencing our thoughts. Perhaps for the first time in their lives,
these young men were exposed to literature that espoused values and
beliefs opposed to what they had been taught. In Babylonian literature
they were confronted with astrology, false gods, and myths of various
descriptions. The battle for their minds, and hence their souls, had
begun (see Phil. 4:8). And it was a battle for their bodies, as well,
which, as modern science has aptly shown, is linked intimately with
our minds.

Read Daniel 1:8. What key word there shows why Daniel and his
friends (see vss. 12–14) did not want to partake of the king’s food?
The key word is defile, which in Hebrew means just that, to “pollute, defile.” Thus, for these young men, the issue was not just healthful living or a mere preference. It was a moral issue.

What kind of excuses could they have made to themselves to justify
eating the food?
From the beginning of their time in Babylon, the four young men
resolved to stand for principle, no matter what the cost. It set the pattern for the rest of their time in Babylon, where more than once they
were tested for their faith. Through their faithfulness, they bore a
strong witness to the God of heaven.
It is a human tendency to make excuses for bad choices or
wrong behavior. In what areas of your life do you rationalize
what you do? What steps can you take to deal with this spiritually dangerous tendency?
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Learning Cycle
STEP 1—Motivate
No one can look at the story of Daniel, I believe, without getting a chill up
and down one’s spine. This is a thrilling story of four young men who
could have elected to “go with the flow,” but instead held fast to the Lord
their God and won promotion and honor for it!
You could argue, perhaps, that the story of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah—the Jerusalem four—is in fact the Christian message. Here
we find young men totally dedicated to serving God. They won’t compromise principles at the dinner table. We see each of the four unwilling to
“adapt” their faith to their new situation; telling King Nebuchadnezzar
they’d rather die than dishonor God!
God delivers them in the midst of it all. Not everyone today, of course,
will face the same earthly success that these four received. People are
killed for their faith. But for every believer, there’s hope that God is true
to His promises and that we can trust them, no matter our earthly fate.
May our love for Jesus and the crying needs of the world around us
motivate us to “dare” something great for God.

STEP 2—Explore

Bible Commentary
I. Preparation Yields Promise (Review Deut. 6:6, 7 and Deut. 4:9 with your
class.)
From their earliest days, young Jewish children are taught not only the
commandments of God but also the importance of worshiping Him. The
God of Israel describes Himself as “jealous” nine times in the Old
Testament (Exod. 20:5, Deut. 4:24, etc.), and He wanted His people to
remember His deliverance and goodness.
This wasn’t because God was lonely or needed approval. He wants only
the best for all of us, and He knows that if we keep Him first in our lives,
we’ll live in a manner that glorifies His name.
That’s why young Hebrew men such as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah were able to do what they did when they arrived at
Nebuchadnezzar’s court. Where others might have been overwhelmed by
C O N T I N U E D
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No Compromise
The biblical story clearly shows God’s involvement in the lives of
the Babylonians—interacting with King Nebuchadnezzar and later
with King Cyrus. He is portrayed as the God not only of the children
of Israel but of all nations.

Read Isaiah 56:1–8. Think of the time when it was written. What is
the crucial point made there?

Read Daniel 1:6, 7. What is going on here? What reasons did their
captors have for doing this?
The meaning of names was important to Jewish families, and children were named carefully. The names Daniel (God is my Judge),
Hananiah (God has favored), Mishael (who is what God is), and
Azariah (Jehovah has helped) reflect the high priority the parents
placed on their children’s spiritual lives.
Nebuchadnezzar’s top official, Ashpenaz, gives the four young
Jewish men new Babylonian names—Belteshazzar, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego—which were mainly tributes to Babylonian
gods.
But that is the closest these four men would get to idolatry, names
over which they had no choice but to go by. Under God’s blessing they
soon moved into prominent positions in the court and government of
Babylon.
After their period of preparation, Ashpenaz presents the four young
men to the king. The king talks with them and “found none equal” to
them (Dan. 1:19, NIV). “In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times
better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom”
(vs. 20, NIV).
What a tremendous testimony to what God could do through four
faithful young men. Taken from obscurity in Jerusalem to the court of
the most powerful person in the world, they rose to the occasion and
stood before the king as witnesses to the power of God.
Why was it acceptable for the four Jewish young men to take
pagan names but not acceptable for them to eat pagan food?
How do we draw the line in our own lives between what are
merely cultural issues and what are moral or religious ones? Be
prepared to discuss your answer in class.
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the luxurious surroundings and tempted by the exotic “food” displayed
before them, they vowed to remain faithful.
It’s not just young people who need this kind of training in faith; it’s new believers of any age. How can we encourage
youngsters, new believers, and even those long “in the way” to develop
good faith habits?

Consider This:

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
II. Faithfulness Fulfilled!
The ten-day “Daniel diet” paid off. They were
stronger and healthier than the others in their group, and they went to
the “head of the class”! Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah got
important jobs, because even Nebuchadnezzar saw the value of serving
Jehovah.

Consider This:

During the Second World War, a young Seventh-day Adventist
Christian, Desmond T. Doss, entered the U.S. Army, but not to fight. He
wanted to serve as a medic, but he refused to carry a weapon. Fellow
soldiers mocked Doss when he would kneel to pray; they’d even throw
their boots at him.
When the going got tough, however, Doss remembered his duty to
God and to his fellow man. Under fire in Okinawa, “Doss refused to
take cover from enemy fire as he rescued 75 wounded soldiers . . . lowering [each] over the edge of the 400-foot Maeda Escarpment. He did
not stop until he had brought everyone to safety nearly 12 hours later.
Doss would later credit knot-tying skills learned in an Adventist youth
group, the Pathfinders,” read the March 24, 2006, Adventist News
Network obituary. For this, Doss became the first conscientious objector to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor, presented personally
by U.S. President Harry Truman.
We may never face the challenges of standing before
a king and disobeying his command, or the heat of battle. How can we

Consider This:

C O N T I N U E D
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Interpreter of Dreams
Daniel and his companions had made it to the highest levels of the
court in Babylon, the greatest empire in the world at that time.
However, as in most of the courts of power, perils awaited them.

Read Daniel 2:1–13 and answer the following questions:
1 How were the wise men trying to fool the king?
●

___________________________________________________________________
2 How did the king ensure that their tricks would be of no avail?
●

___________________________________________________________________
3 What words of the wise men revealed the impossibility of what
●

the king asked? Why would those words later help witness to the
power of God?
___________________________________________________________________
God had earlier given Daniel the gift of interpreting dreams and
visions (Dan. 1:17), but Daniel was not going to be presumptuous and
take anything for granted. He gathered together his three friends and
urged them to pray (Dan. 2:18), for clearly without divine intervention they were going to meet the same fate as the charlatans and frauds
in the king’s court.

Read Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving (Dan. 2:20–23). What is the
essence of his prayer? What hope and encouragement can you
take from it for yourself, whatever situation you are facing?
Most of us know the rest of the story (if not, then read the chapter).
Think about what it meant for the monarch of the greatest empire in
the world to bow down and worship a foreign captive in his court
(vss. 46–48)! The king was obviously impressed, no matter how much
more he had to learn.
Through Daniel, then, God spares the lives of the wise men
throughout Babylon, leads a pagan king to at least the beginnings of
belief in the true God, and advances Daniel and his friends to positions
of authority, where they can be greater witnesses for Him.
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recognize our service opportunities and help others to be ready for
theirs?
III. Whatever Happens, We’ll Be Faithful (Review Dan. 3:16–18 with your
class.)
When the king commanded for the furnaces to be heated seven times hotter, there was no mistaking his murderous intentions. Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah knew exactly who’d be the main attraction at this Babylonian
cookout!
Are we preparing ourselves, our children, and our fellow believers for
any challenges that may lie ahead? How can we help strengthen our faith,
and that of others, to be ready to live out what we believe?
STEP 3—Practice

l

Thought Questions:
1 Why was the reaction of the “Jerusalem Four” so automatic? How is
it that they were able to, instinctively it seems, know the right thing to do
and then do it?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

What in obeying the Lord can we do that demonstrates our faithfull
ness in a winsome way? Do we make our host feel bad when someone puts
2

out an unwelcome dish? Or do we gently handle such issues, trying to be
friendly?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

l

Application Questions:
1 In many societies, it’s relatively easy to follow God’s health and
dietary laws. What other precepts of God are tougher to obey in today’s
C O N T I N U E D
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Two Life-or-Death Tests
Two more major tests give Daniel and his three friends opportunity
to witness to the true God in a public and influential way.
As much as your time allows, read through Daniel 3 and the test of
faith the three Hebrew boys faced there.

Read Daniel 3:16–18. What is the essence of what they were saying?
How is the principle still important for all believers today? See
also Matt. 10:28.
Read Daniel 3:28–30 to see just how impressed the king was
regarding what he had seen. Though the king still had a lot to learn,
through the faithfulness of these young men, a powerful witness for
the living God was spread through the pagan world.
Again, as much as your time allows, read through the story of
Daniel in the lions’ den (Daniel 6), another test of faith but now in a
new kingdom.

What evidence can you find in the chapter that shows that the king
already knew something about the power of Daniel’s God?

What kind of testimony does Darius give about Daniel’s God? How
accurate a testimony is it? What does this show about what God
can reveal to pagans about His power and wisdom without the
Written Word?
Imagine if in both stories these Jews would have compromised to
save their own lives. Again, how easy in both situations it would have
been to rationalize doing the easy thing. Instead, they remained faithful, and as a result, they helped spread a knowledge of the true God.
In the past, have you sought the easy way out and compromised
what you knew was right? How did you feel? How can you fortify yourself in faith so that whenever the next test comes, you
do what you know is right?
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world? How do you handle these situations?
____________________________________________________________________
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah each faced death for obeying
l
God rather than obeying human beings. Desmond Doss was ridiculed and
____________________________________________________________________
2

harassed during wartime for refusing to carry a gun. Yet, these believers
made a deep impact on their societies by refusing to bend to fashion. What
can we do that strengthens the faith of others who see our actions?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Witnessing
Perhaps the greatest lesson Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah can
teach us is the value of consistent Christian witness. As a result, they
received honor and promotion in a hostile environment. Today, living for
the world six days a week and putting on a “holy face” on the seventh
won’t impress anyone for very long. But living for God, even when it
seems that no one is watching, will soon attract people to you.
STEP 4—Apply
The song, after all, is “Dare to Be a Daniel,” not “Dare to be a Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.”
Does that mean that Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are unimportant?
Hardly! They probably encouraged each during all their trials. That is, they
remained companions in faith, no doubt encouraging each other. How
important that we do our best, in every way, to encourage one another in
faith. How important that we by our lives show that we truly believe what
we profess to believe. How important that we never utter a word of doubt
to anyone.
We might not be called to such trials as were these four young lads. But
sooner or later we all have to stand up for what we believe, even when it
could cost us something. We can prepare for that time, day by day, by not
only talking our faith but by acting on it.
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Further Study: Read Ellen G. White, “In the Court of Babylon,”
pp. 479–490; “Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream,” pp. 491–502; and “The
Fiery Furnace,” pp. 503–513, in Prophets and Kings.

1

2

“As God called Daniel to witness for Him in Babylon, so He calls
us to be His witnesses in the world today. In the smallest as well as the
largest affairs of life, He desires us to reveal to men the principles of
His kingdom. Many are waiting for some great work to be brought to
them, while daily they lose opportunities for revealing faithfulness to
God. Daily they fail of discharging with wholeheartedness the little
duties of life. While they wait for some large work in which they may
exercise supposedly great talents, and thus satisfy their ambitious
longings, their days pass away.”—Ellen G. White, Prophets and
Kings, pp. 487, 488.
“The tidings of their wonderful deliverance were carried to many
countries by the representatives of the different nations that had been
invited by Nebuchadnezzar to the dedication. Through the faithfulness
of His children, God was glorified in all the earth.”—Ellen G. White,
Prophets and Kings, p. 512.

Discussion Questions:
3

1 As a class, talk about your answers to the question at the end
●

of Tuesday’s lesson.
2 The stories in Daniel are powerful lessons of how, by staying
●
faithful to God in trying circumstances, these men were able to
witness to others about the Lord. At the same time, how many of
us have heard stories of folk doing crazy things in the name of
God, even to the point of losing their lives? When faced with a
difficult situation, how can we know whether we should stand
firm or whether we could be a more effective witness for God by
showing our willingness to compromise with the given situation?
3 For every Daniel in the lions’ den story, there is a story of John
●

the Baptist. How are we to understand these different endings?

Summary: The book of Daniel describes the experience of four
young men who, in the face of massive challenges to their faith,
remain true to principle and to their God. Their faithfulness is a dramatic witness not only to the people and rulers of Babylon but also to
people of surrounding nations.
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