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INTRODUCTION

Experiencing Jesus Christ
as Lord
Jesus Christ is Lord of all. And that’s because He is the
Creator of all: “All things were made by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3). Thus,
He is Lord of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. Though not
everyone currently recognizes Him as Lord, the day is coming when
every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
When Jesus Christ first came to this earth, He “made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death
of the cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8, NKJV). His second coming will be with
power and great glory. “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen” (Rev. 1:7).
To those who have received Him as Savior and Lord, the second
coming of Jesus will be a time of rejoicing! We will exclaim,
“ ‘Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save
us. This is the Lord; we have waited for Him; we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation’ ” (Isa. 25:9, NKJV).
Every tongue will then confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, but for
many it will be eternally too late to make a saving confession. For
the wicked, confession that Jesus Christ is Lord is simply a recognition of an undeniable truth; it’s not a heartfelt surrender to His love
and divine authority.
The Word of God appeals to us to accept the grace of God so freely
given through Jesus. Now is the accepted time. Jesus Christ has paid
the penalty for our sins. We can, at this moment, stand perfect in His
righteousness, which is freely bestowed upon every willing sinner,
“even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom.
3:22-24). Or, as Ellen White said in Steps to Christ: “Since we are
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sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy law. We have no
righteousness of our own with which to meet the claims of the law of
God. But Christ has made a way of escape for us. He lived on earth
amid trials and temptations such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins and give
us His righteousness. If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as
your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for His sake you
are accounted righteous.
Christ’s character stands in We must claim Jesus
place of your character, and
you are accepted before not only as our Savior
God just as if you had not but as our Lord.
sinned.”—Page 62.
When we receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, we not only
confess Him as Lord of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people,
we also confess Him as Lord of every aspect of our lives. As
Christians, it’s our duty, out of love for God, to show that we truly
believe in that Lordship. We do this not just by confessing He is
Lord of our lives but by allowing Him to rule there, as well.
In this series of lessons, we will consider what it means to ex-perience Jesus Christ as Lord in every aspect of our existence. It’s not
enough to claim Jesus just as our Savior; we must claim Him as our
Lord, as well. Because He’s our Lord, He is able to be our Savior.
And nothing reveals more that we have recognized Him as Savior
than how we live, and how we live depends upon the degree in
which we allow Him to be Lord of our lives.
Let’s now take a look at what it means to experience Jesus as the
Lord of our lives.
Dr. Derek Morris, author of this quarter’s study, is pastor of the
Calimesa Adventist Church in Calimesa, California, as well as
adjunct professor of preaching at Southern Adventist University.
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How to Use
This Teachers Edition
The teachers comments demonstrate different methods of teaching the Standard Adult
Sabbath School Bible Study Guide. Five parts make up the teachers comments:

© Key Text, Lesson Aim, and Outline: The key text is taken from

the standard edition guide. The lesson aim is designed to (a) help class participants understand and know about the lesson material, (b) evoke an appropriate
feeling about the lesson material that complements the lesson content and helps
to internalize it, and (c) help class participants apply the lesson material to their
daily lives. The lesson outline may not always follow exactly the material that
appears in the standard guide. It may reflect additional perspectives as it attempts
to stimulate class discussion.

© The Commentary follows the traditional teaching methods of Sabbath
School. It explains Bible passages and provides appropriate information leading
to spiritual applications.

© The Inductive Bible-Study Method emphasizes careful, metho-

dical discovery of the meaning in a text. The teacher encourages and supports the
learner’s investigation and discovery, using distinctive approaches: (a) Study a
text thoroughly and systematically before drawing a conclusion. (b) Look for
textual meaning carefully and thoroughly, understand the passage in context,
avoid misquoting the author. We must not develop opinions without biblical
proof. (c) Share insights through group discussion as students examine a Bible
passage together. (d) Apply the text to life today. (e) Allow the Holy Spirit to
minister to class members during Bible study.

© The Focus-on-Witnessing Approach should be used in conjunc-

tion with other methods of Bible study to demonstrate how particular passages of
Scripture can be used to encourage people to commit their lives to Christ and to
nurture spiritual life once it has been awakened.

© The Life-Application Approach demonstrates how issues that grow
out of Bible study can be shared in a small-group setting. This section uses an
approach suitable for discussion in a small group in which interpersonal sharing
and dialogue are key elements.

Use a combination of teaching methods. Within one class period it often is possible to
draw from all five methods demonstrated in the teachers comments. Some teachers will
prefer to focus on one method of teaching, drawing heavily on the material in the teachers comments.
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