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LE S S O N 13

SA B B AT H AF T E R N O O N

Read for This We e k ’s Study: Daniel 11:40–12:13.

M e m o ry Te x t : “ ‘Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness
of the fi r m a m e n t , and those who turn many to righteousness like the
s t a rs fo rever and eve r ’ ” (Daniel 12:3).

The final chapter of Daniel sketches the events of world history at
the concluding portion of “the time of the end,” when “there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never was” (Dan. 12:1). After receiv-

ing the last vision, Daniel still had questions, but God reserved a full
understanding of the visions to the time of the end, when those wh o
would study Daniel’s prophecies would understand their tremendous
messages (vs. 4). We are, we believe, among those who have been called
to understand. 

In chapter 12 we stand at the edge of etern i t y. Behind us, the gr e a t
events of salvation history have unfolded: the Flood, in which only eight
people were saved; the Exodus from Egypt, which gave birth to the nation
of Israel; and the Cross, which brought deliverance from sin to all
humankind. The climax of salvation history, howeve r, is still to come—
the great exodus of the redeemed from this sin-filled planet. 

The Week at a Glance: What is meant by the phrase “ t h e
time of the end”? W hy do we believe that Michael is Jesus? W hy wa s
the book of Daniel sealed until “the time of the end”? What does
Daniel teach about the re s u r rection of the dead? 

*Study this we e k ’s lesson to pre p a re for Sabbath, December 25.

The Time of the E n d
(or the E n d o f Ti m e)
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The Time of the End (Dan. 11:40-45).

The expression “time of the end” appears only in the book of Daniel
(8:17; 11:35, 40; 12:4, 9). The context in each case indicates that it refers
to the final period in history prior to the Second A d vent. Seve n t h - d ay
A d ventists have generally identified the year 1798, the end of the 1,260
years, as the beginning of the time of the end. Because the final verses of
Daniel 11 seem to be unfulfilled prophecy, we need to be careful how we
i n t e rpret them.

W h i c hp owe rs could be re f e r red to by the terms “king of the north” and
“king of the south” in the time of the end? Dan. 11:40.

The king of the north. At the time of the end for the kingdom of Judah,
B a bylon was the enemy from the North ( Je r. 1:14, 15). In the book of
R evelation, Babylon is the code name for spiritual Rome—the papacy.
Thus, the king of the north in the time of the end is the papacy. This har-
monizes with Daniel 11:36-39, where the king who exalts himself is also
the papacy.

The king of the south. Some view the earlier use of the phrase “the king
of the south” (in Dan. 11:5) as the Ptolemies, who ruled in Egypt after
the demise of the Grecian Empire. Because this latter prophecy ( D a n .
1 1 : 4 0 ) applies to the time of the end, the phrase “king of the south” can
no longer refer to literal Egypt. Revelation 11:8 uses Egypt to signify that
which is opposed to true religion. These two powers are engaged in some
s o rt of wa r fare. 

W h o in the time of the end could be symbolized by the nations of Edom,
M o ab , and the Ammonites? Dan. 11:41.

These nations no longer exist, which indicates that this passage is not
intended to be construed as literal. In ancient days these nations were the
enemies of God’s people, but God in His grace has promised to save
m a ny who were once His enemies. The church will be used of Him to
conquer spiritually “Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of
A m m o n .” Many will come out of groups once opposed to the truth of
God and join God’s people in the time of the end. 

Though not easy to unders t a n d , these texts reveal that the wo rl d
will be in chaos and turmoil right up through the “time of the end.”
What this should help us understand is that strife and toil, f a r
f rom proving there is no God, help affirm His ex i s t e n c e, b e c a u s e
He has wa rned us about these things in adva n c e. H ow should this
realization help strengthen us to face future struggles?
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Michael the Prince (Dan. 12:1).

R e a d Daniel 12:1. It depicts two major eve n t s . What are they? Fro m
what we know as A dve n t i s t s , describe what events it is talking ab o u t :

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W h o is Michael, this great Prince, who delive rs God’s faithful people?

A d ventists are about the only Christians who see “Michael” as Jesus.
Consider the following ev i d e n c e :

1. The Hebrew word M i ch a e l means “Who is like God?” The only One
who is like God is Christ ( John 1:1).

2. The “prince of the host” or “Prince of princes” (Dan. 8:11, 25) i s
also “Messiah the Prince” (Dan. 9:25). He is the same as “Michael yo u r
prince” (Dan. 10:21) or “Michael . . . the great prince” (Dan. 12:1).

3. The word a rch a n ge l appears only twice in Scripture, once in 
1 Thessalonians 4:16, where Christ comes with the voice of the
archangel, and once in Jude 9, where Michael is called an archangel.

W h a t is implied in the phrase “those found written in the book”? W h a t
book? (See also Exod. 32:32; Dan. 7:10; Luke 10:20; Rev. 13:8; 17:8;
20:12, 15; 22:19.) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E ven the most cursory survey of these texts implies judgment, even for
those who serve the Lord. Those “found” written in the book of life are
s ave d, those “found” not written in there are lost. If this isn’t some sort of
final judgment, final reckoning, final separation between the righteous
and unrighteous—what is? 

“The Lord desires us to appreciate the great plan of re d e m p t i o n ,
to realize our high priv i l e ge as the children of God, and to wa l k
b e fo re Him in obedience, with grateful thanksgiv i n g. He desires us
to serve Him in newness of life, with gladness every day. He longs
to see gratitude welling up in our hearts because our names are
written in the Lamb’s book of life, because we may cast all our care
upon Him who cares for us.”—Ellen G. W h i t e, C h r i s t ’s Object
L e s s o n s , p . 2 9 9 .W hy do you believe that your name, right now, i s
written in the book of life? On what basis do you make this claim?
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The Resurrection (Dan. 12:2).

One of the most powerful and dramatic texts in all inspiration is Daniel
12:2—the promise and wa rning of the resurrection from the dead. Here
is a great truth that all the science, philosophy, and wo r l d ly wisdom could
n ever unearth for us. We know it only because we have been told it, and
we believe it because we have been told it by the Lord in His Word. 

R e a d Daniel 12:2. What principle, what concept, do we see here in the
t ext? See the fo l l owing texts for some answe rs : Deut. 32:4; Eccl e s .
12:14; Acts 24:15; Rom. 2:5, 6. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Who hasn’t at times been outraged at the lack of justice among us? A l l
a r o u n d, and eve ry day, injustice taunts at us, mocks us, makes us angry
and even doubtful. The devil, for sure, loves injustice. In so many way s ,
injustice and corruption seem to rule the day. 

Yet, implied in this one simple text is the promise and the wa rning of
G o d ’s final justice. The righteous will be rewa r d e d, the unjust will be pun-
i s h e d, and not by human beings’ fickle, fleeting, and often perve rt e d
notions of justice and punishment but by a perfect, all-knowing, merci-
ful, and just God who rewards and punishes. Hence, for those who will
claim it by faith, the text offers us something that no human can: the
promise of final, and perfect, justice—something not seen in this wo r l d .

W h a t does this text tell us about death? 

“The Christian will make no mistake about it: death is an enemy. But
at the same time it is a defeated enemy. This means that we can fight it
with confidence, knowing that its temporary victories will not prevail. We
can be on the side of health, peace, and all else that promotes life with-
out being discouraged and fearful that the enemy we fight will fi n a l ly
w i n .” — “ R e s u rrection and Glorifi c a t i o n ,” in Handbook of Sev e n t h - d a y
Adventist T h e o l ogy ( H a g e r s t own, Md.: Rev i ew and Herald Pub. A s s o c . ,
2000), p. 364.

W hy is the promise of the re s u r rection of the dead so import a n t
to us, p a rt i c u l a rly as Seve n t h - d ay A dventists? How does our
u n d e rstanding of the state of the dead help us see even more
c l e a rly just how fundamental this teaching is? See also what Pa u l
in 1 Corinthians 15 says about how crucial this doctrine is. W hy
do Pa u l ’s wo rds make sense only if we understand that the dead
n ow sleep?
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The Sealed Book Is Opened (Dan. 12:4, 9, 10).

R e a d Daniel 12:4, 9 ,1 0 .Ta ken toge t h e r, what are these texts saying ab o u t
the book of Daniel?

For long centuries, many of the prophecies of Daniel were hidden in
o b s c u r i t y. This is not surprising, either, considering the contents of the
book, part i c u l a r ly in regard to what it says about Rome, the one power that
for centuries controlled access to the Bible. 

H oweve r, since the time of the Protestant Reformation, and especially
in the past few hundred years, more and more students have come to
understand better the book of Daniel. The closed is now, more and more,
opened. What makes it easier, too, is that living after many of these eve n t s
u n f o l d e d, Bible students are able to look back over history and see just
h ow these things happened, as predicted, an advantage that only those liv-
ing at “the time of the end” could have .

“Since 1798 the book of Daniel has been unsealed, knowledge of the
prophecies has increased, and many have proclaimed the solemn message
of the judgment near.”—Ellen G. White, The Great Controv e rs y, p. 356.
Of course, not eve ryone will understand. It’s sad that so much of the
Protestant world applies key prophecies of Daniel to A n t i o c h u s
Epiphanes in the second century B. C ., which is rather ridiculous, consid-
ering Daniel’s emphasis on “the time of the end.”

Read John 14:29. What did Jesus say that helps us understand why
Daniel was told to shut up the book until the end? 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

In so many ways, the book of Daniel is a fa i t h - a ffi rming book. We ,
t o d ay, can look back and see how, just as predicted, nations came and
went, one after another. The book appeals to our rational thought
processes in ways that other books don’t. After all, the Lord, through the
book of Daniel, has given us prophecies based on something as large and
u n c h a n g e a ble as world history. We can be as sure of the prophecies as we
can be of world history. In short, for those who will, by faith, let Daniel
speak to them, the book will give them powerful assurances of God’s
p ower and promises.

W h a t ’s your favorite prophecy in the book of Daniel? Which one
does the most to help strengthen your faith? If you had the oppor-
tunity to give a non-Christian a Bible study from only one
p rophecy in the book, which one would you choose, and why ?
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Blessed Is He Who Waits (Dan. 12:11-13).

At the end of the book we find two time prophecies (the 1,290 and
1,335 day s ) , which some A dventists set as literal days in the near
f u t u re. What evidence in Scripture shows that these time pro p h e c i e s
a re past?

First, we need to recognize that the angel’s long discourse in Daniel 11
concludes in Daniel 12:4. Daniel 12:5-13 is an epilogue to the long vision
in Daniel 11 and, in a sense, to the whole book, as well. It is not a new
vision with a different topic but an explanation of certain elements in the
visions contained in “the book,” which is to be sealed. This is ev i d e n t
from the question in Daniel 12:6, “ ‘How long shall the fulfillment of
these wonders be?’ ” ( N K J V ) . The expression “these wonders” refers to
the things Daniel saw in chapter 11, which itself is simply an elaboration
of the issues in chapter 8.

S e c o n d, the phrase “time and times and half a time” ( N K J V ) , in Daniel
7:25 and 12:7, refers to one event, not two. In Daniel 7:25 the saints are
g iven into the hand of the little-horn power “ ‘for a time, times and half
a time,’ ” ( N I V ) and in 12:7 the holy people’s power is shattered for “ ‘a
time, times and half a time’ ” ( N I V ) . These phrases refer to the same
thing, the persecution of God’s people during the 1,260 ye a r s .

T h i r d, there’s the taking away of the daily in Daniel 8:11, 11:31, and
12:11. Because in Daniel 8:11 and 11:31 the taking away of the daily
refers to a past historical reality, the taking away of the daily in Daniel
12:11 is surely talking about the same thing.

For these reasons, and others, such as Ellen W h i t e ’s statement that after
1844, “there can be no definite tracing of prophetic time” (Ellen G.
White, Manuscript 59, 1900), we reject attempts to give these time
prophecies a future fulfillment. T h ey belong to the past.

One interpretation common among Seve n t h - d ay A d ventists is this: 
A.D. 508 was the year in which Clovis, king of the Franks, stepped into
the strategic position of the first civil power to join up with the rising
Church of Rome. This laid the foundation for that centuries-long union
of church and state, the abomination of desolation in Daniel 12:11. T h i s
was also the time in which many doctrines and practices that obscured
C h r i s t ’s high-priestly ministry became established in the church. A d d i n g
1,290 years to 508 leads to 1798. Meanwhile, the 1,335 years starts from
the same point (508), which then leads to 1843, “a significant date in the
relationship to the great advent awakening.”—The SDA Bible
C o m m e n t a r y, vol. 4, p. 881; see also Fr i d ay ’s section.

Read Daniel 12:13. Look at the assurance Daniel was given ab o u t
his eternal destiny.What Bible texts give you just as much assur-
ance as Daniel was given here? 
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Further Study: Read Ellen G. White, Testimonies to Ministers ,
pp. 112–119.

“I saw that God was in the proclamation of the time in 1843. It was His
design to arouse the people and bring them to a testing point, where they
should decide for or against the truth. Ministers were convinced of the
c o rrectness of the positions taken on the prophetic periods, and some
renounced their pride, and left their salaries and their churches to go fort h
from place to place to give the message.”—Ellen G. White, E a rly
Writings, p. 232.

“A gain they were led to their Bibles to search the prophetic periods. T h e
hand of the Lord was removed from the figures, and the mistake wa s
explained. T h ey saw that the prophetic periods reached to 1844, and that
the same evidence which they had presented to show that the prophetic
periods closed in 1843, proved that they would terminate in 1844. Light
from the Word of God shone upon their position, and they discovered a
t a rrying time—‘Though it [the vision] tarry, wait for it.’ In their love for
C h r i s t ’s immediate coming, they had ove r l o o ked the tarrying of the
vision, which was calculated to manifest the true waiting ones. A gain they
had a point of time. Yet I saw that many of them could not rise above their
s evere disappointment to possess that degree of zeal and energy wh i c h
had marked their faith in 1843.” — Page 236.

Discussion Questions:
● What dangers do we face by setting dates for future end-time
events? What happens to the faith of many when these predicted
events fail to come to pass?

● Daniel ends with the promise of victory for God’s people. How,
by dwelling on these prophecies, can your faith and hope be
strengthened?

Summary: Though some parts of the book of Daniel remain a my s t e ry,
we have been given enough to trust in God who, through Jesus Christ, has
assured us that, along with Daniel, we, too, will stand in our “lot at the
end of the day s .”

1
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Called to Fail?
N’drin Charles

I joined the Adventist Church while studying at a university in Cote
d’Ivoire, West Africa. Soon after my baptism I began having Sabbath
problems, and I could not complete one of my classes; I would have to
take the class again the next year.

My parents were upset that I had let my faith get in the way of my stud-
ies, and they refused to pay my school fees after that. But I was determined
to return to school and show my parents that my faith had not made me
fail. The Lord blessed me, and I remained in school even without my par-
ents’support.

As final exams approached, I prayed that God would help me do well
and bring glory to His name. But just before exams the faculty went on
strike and school closed. Some weeks later we were called back to take our
exams.

The exam schedule indicated that my exams began on Tuesday, so I
spent Monday reviewing. But Monday evening a friend came and asked
why I had not attended two of my exams that day. To my dismay, I learned
that the exam schedule had been revised after I had checked it. Missing the
exams meant I had failed my courses. 

“I have failed again!” I told God. “How can this bring honor to Your
name?” 

Later my pastor visited me and asked whether I would consider study-
ing for the ministry. Other church members had asked me the same ques-
tion, and I began to understand that perhaps God was opening another
door for me.

I prayed to know God’s will, and some weeks later, to my surprise, the
church agreed to sponsor me to study at the Adventist seminary.

Before leaving to study, I asked God for two things: to continue provid-
ing throughout my studies, and to sustain me morally and physically to
God’s glory. God answered both of these prayers, and I graduated cum
laude in three years instead of the usual four.

God fulfilled His promise that says, “If you put your trust in Me and
walk before me, you will not be the last, but the first. You will not be the
tail but the head.” My parents, who once refused to pay my school fees,
witnessed my graduation and gave honor to God for what He was doing in
my life. 

I urge believers to look to God when facing problems in their lives. Trust
Him; He will never fail. 

N’drin Charles is the coordinator of Global Mission and Gospel Outreach programs for the
Cote d’Ivoire-Guinea Mission.

StorI N S I D E



The main focus of this Bible Study Guide, His Wo n d rous Cross: The Story
of Our Redemption, by Brian D. Jones, will be on the final week of
C h r i s t ’s life, which culminated in His death and resurrection. Next, we
focus on the meaning of the Cross, on what happened there, and what it
o ffers us, who claim it as the foundation of our salva t i o n .

Lesson 1—The Provocation and Provision

The Week at a Glance
S u n d ay: To Love God (Matt. 22:37).
M o n d ay: S a t a n ’s Defection ( John 8:44).
Tu e s d ay: S a t a n ’s Eart h ly Exile ( R ev. 12:4-9).
We d n e s d ay: “Ayechah”? (Gen. 3:6-23).
T h u r s d ay: G o d ’s Intervention and Gospel Fo r e s h a d owed 

(Gen. 3:15).

Memory Text—Genesis 3:9

Sabbath Gem “ W hy, in order to love God, must we be fee? W hy
must freedom entail the possibility to do wrong? How did God respond
to the fall of Adam and Eve ? ”

Lesson 2—His Glorious Purpose Foreshadowed in Types

The Week at a Glance
S u n d ay: The Sin Crisis
M o n d ay: The Sin Crisis, Continued (1 John 5:19).
Tu e s d ay: Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:1-8).
We d n e s d ay: Abraham and Calva ry (Gen. 22:1-19, Gal. 3:8).
T h u r s d ay: The Serpent in the Wi l d e rness (Num. 21:4-9).

Memory Text—Genesis 22:8

Sabbath Gem This week we look at those who were living in the
s h a d ows that were created only because the light was there to beg i n
with. Before Calva ry, the Lord was teaching His people truths about
what God would do to save the world from sin.

Lessons for the Visually Impaired The regular A d u l t
Sabbath School Bible Study Guide is ava i l a ble free each month in
braille and on audiocassette to sight-impaired and phy s i c a l ly handi-
capped persons who cannot read normal ink print. This includes
i n d ividuals who, because of arthritis, multiple sclerosis, paraly s i s ,
accident, and so forth, cannot hold or focus on normal ink-print pub-
lications. Contact Christian Record Services, Box 68506-0097.
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