
*October 30–November 5LE S S O N

46

An Ancient
Death Decree

SA B B AT H AF T E R N O O N

Read for This We e k ’s Study: Daniel 6.

M e m o ry Te x t : “ ‘My God sent His angel and shut the lions’
m o u t h s , so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent
b e fo re Him’ ” (Daniel 6:22, NKJV).

Daniel in the lions’den: If it’s not the first story learned by children
who have gr own up in a Bible-oriented home, then it’s cert a i n ly
one of the fi r s t .

At the same time, the issues it raises aren’t so simple. After all, history
records many examples of Christians who, standing fi rm like Daniel
(“Dare to Be a Daniel,” as a song goes), didn’t fare so well when tossed
into the lions’ den. As we all know, even today, in a world wh e r e
Christians still die for their faith, the endings aren’t so happy, at least the
endings we see now. 

Sure, this chapter raises a lot of questions. But that’s the nature of
t ruth: The more we learn, the more we realize what we need to know. T h i s
week, let’s learn a little more and come away with a realization of how
little we really know.

The Week at a Glance:What have we learned so far ab o u t
the character of Daniel? What are the pitfalls of jealousy? What re a-
sons would Daniel have had if he had chosen to pray in secret as
opposed to doing what he had always done? What did the king learn
about God after Daniel had been spared death? W hy is fo rced obedi-
ence meaningless in the sight of God?

*Study this we e k ’s lesson to pre p a re for Sabbath, November 6.
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D a n i e l , the Characteristics of a Fa i t h f u l
S e rvant (Dan. 6:1-4).

“ Ye shall know them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:16).

When Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians, God’s hand was ove r
Daniel, and he was not killed as were Belshazzar and his nobles. W h e n
the new king, Darius, put together his new gove rnment, he appointed
Daniel as one of the three gove rnors over the whole realm. He had obv i-
o u s ly heard of Daniel’s exceptional wisdom and ability, and to have such
a qualified local administrator could only help the Persians in ruling the
conquered nation. 

Daniel exe m p l i fied in his life the type of people God had in mind wh e n
Ellen White wrote: “The greatest want of the world is the want of men—
men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls are
t rue and honest, men who do not fear to call sin by its right name, men
whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole, men wh o
will stand for the right though the heavens fa l l .” —E d u c a t i o n , p. 57.

W h a t we re some of the qualities that made Daniel stand out as a leader
of men? Dan. 6:3, 4.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Look up the fo l l owing ve rses taken from previous chapters in
D a n i e l . Write out what we can ex t ract from the texts about Daniel’s
c h a ra c t e r.

Dan. 1:8______________________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______   

Dan. 2:20-23_____________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______   

Dan. 2:49__________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __________   

Dan. 5:11, 12_________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______   

Dan. 5:17_______________________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __________   
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The Plot A gainst Daniel (Dan. 6:5-9).

Read Daniel 6:4, 5 . Does this mean Daniel was sinless? If not, why not?
H ow do you interp ret what was meant about his chara c t e r ?

Though the text itself doesn’t say why they wanted to do Daniel in,
more than like ly they were jealous of this Jew, this foreigner, who was in
a top place in the kingdom. Indeed, if you read verse 2, Daniel clearly wa s
one of the most powerful and influential people in the court; second, it
would seem, to the king himself. It’s not hard to imagine someone cove t-
ing that slot. We see here another manifestation of the first sin, Lucifer’s
in heaven, when he coveted a position that was not his.

W h a t p a rt of Daniel’s life did the gove rn o rs and satraps select as the are a
of their attack, and why? Dan. 6:5.

H aving failed to find anything in Daniel’s character or professional
a c t ivities that they could have used to discredit him before Darius, the
g ove rnors and satraps turned to his religion. Because there was no appar-
ent conflict between his religious life and the performance of his duties,
t h ey had to invent one. 

Their claim before Darius that all the gove rnors, administrators,
satraps, counselors, and advisors had consulted together was gr e a t ly
exaggerated. The majority of them probably were scattered across the
kingdom and did not even know what was going on. But their flattery
a c h i eved its purpose. The bait was thrown out, and the king took it. 

The decree stated no one could petition “ ‘any god or man for thirt y
d ay s ’” (vs. 7, NKJV). Because the issue concerned worship, the reference
to “man” most like ly refers to the Babylonian priests who were the medi-
ators between the people and their gods. In other words, during this
period of thirty days, only the king was to be the priest for the people.
This would be a humbling experience for the local priests and a test of
l oyalty to the new Persian gove rnment. “The suggested mode of com-
pelling eve ry subject in the former Babylonian domain to acknow l e d g e
the authority of Persia seemed a statesmanlike measure that would con-
t r i bute to the unification of the Middle and Near East.” — Frank E.
Gaebelein, gen. ed., Daniel—“Minor Prophets,” in The Expositor’s Bibl e
C o m m e n t a r y (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1985), vol. 7, p. 79.

Who hasn’t experienced the bonds that jealousy can wrap aro u n d
us? Think about times when yo u ’ve been trapped by this sin. O ve r
what we re you jealous? W hy? (Doesn’t it all seem so trite and triv-
ial now?) How does death to self, at the Cro s s , p rovide the only
e s c a p e ?
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The Matter of Prayer (Dan. 6:10-18).

To close the shutters of his window and to pray to God in the solitude
of his room would have been an easy way out for Daniel. After all, from
the Sermon on the Mount we know that Jesus said: “ ‘When you pray, go
into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Fa t h e r
who is in the secret place’ ” (Matt. 6:6, NKJV). M aybe it would have been
the easy way out, but would it have been wrong? W hy make trouble wh e n
you don’t need to?

Wr i t e d own any reasons why Daniel should have closed the door and not
g iven his enemies any opportunity to do him harm.What biblical ev i-
dence can you find for your reasons? 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Wr i t e d own any reasons why Daniel should have done what he had
a lways done, despite the trap he was know i n g ly stepping into? W h a t
b i blical evidence can you find for your re a s o n s ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

After Sunday legislation was passed in California, A. T. Jones urg e d
A d ventists to defy the laws openly; that is, to do wh a t ever work they
would norm a l ly do. In contrast, Ellen White specifi c a l ly told A d ve n t i s t s
not to defy those laws: “To defy the Sunday laws will but strengthen in
their persecution the religious zealots who are seeking to enforce them.
G ive them no occasion to call you law b r e a kers. . . . One does not receive
the mark of the beast because he shows that he realizes the wisdom of
keeping the peace by refraining from work that gives offense, doing at the
same time a work of the highest import a n c e .” —Testimonies for the
C h u rch , vol. 9, p. 232. In fact, in another place she wrote, in the contex t
of Sunday laws, that instead of openly violating the law, Seve n t h - d ay
A d ventists should hold additional worship services on Sunday, as well as
on the true Sabbath. (See page 233.) W hy do you think she took this posi-
tion, as opposed to A. T. Jones’s ?

W h a t ever the re a s o n s , Daniel chose to take the more diffi c u l t
ro u t e. S u p p o s e, h oweve r, that instead of being delive red from the
l i o n s , he had been eaten up.Would Daniel still have done the right
thing? Justify your answe r.
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Daniel in the Lions’ Den (Dan. 6:19-23).

The den of lions was probably an underground pit with perp e n d i c u l a r
walls and an opening at the top. The condemned were lowered or throw n
into it from above. In this particular case, a large stone was rolled over the
opening and sealed with the king’s signet ring and that of his nobles. T h e
seal was a guarantee to Daniel’s enemies that no attempt would be made
to save him but also to the king that Daniel would not be harmed in any
way if, as the king hoped, the God of Daniel should preserve him from
the lions.

W h a t does Darius’s question next morning at the lions’ den reveal ab o u t
his acquaintance with Daniel’s faith? Dan. 6:20. Read between the
l i n e s . What do those wo rds teach us about the kind of witness that
Daniel was for the Lord ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

W h a t ’s fascinating in Daniel’s reply is his statement that God spared
him because of his “innocency.” What could Daniel mean by that?
C e rt a i n ly someone as closely connected to the Lord as Daniel had to
understand his sinfulness. Indeed, it’s hard to imagine anyone who has
ever had any kind of genuine experience with God not being made
a c u t e ly aware of his or her own moral shortcomings and sinfulness. 

R e v i e w Romans 3:9-20. What does that tell us about human nature? 

I n s t e a d, and in marked contrast to Belshazzar (see Dan. 5:6), D a n i e l
seemed to be operating out of a clear conscience; he knew that he was liv-
ing in harm o ny with the Lord and that he had done nothing wrong that
would have justified his being thrown into the pit with a bunch of rave n-
ous carn ivores. In other words, Daniel wa s n ’t secretly stealing money
from the king’s treasury or secretly planning a revolt, something that
could have made this punishment justifi a ble. In that sense, his conscience
was clear, and that enabled him, no doubt, to have some sense of peace.
Although Daniel probably did not know the end from the beginning, his
clear conscience must have given him some courage in this situation. 

W h a t ever yo u ’re doing wro n g , sooner or later, i t ’s going to come to
light (Matt. 10:26)— you can be sure of it. Write a praye r, a s k i n g
God to give you not only the will to discard this sin but the powe r
t o , as we l l . Repent and turn away befo re it comes back to haunt
yo u , because you can be sure that it will.
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Darius Honors God (Dan. 6:24-28).

Darius was “ex c e e d i n g ly glad” when he discovered that Daniel had
s u rv ived the lions’den. At the same time, he vented his anger on the men
who had deceived him. However harsh and unjust the punishment might
h ave seemed (after all, the men’s wives and children were thrown into the
pit with them), it was a common custom of despots back then to kill
whole families, along with the condemned men. From a purely practical
standpoint, it should have given people pause before violating the law s ;
on another level, it’s a crude example of how our sins and wrongdoing
can impact others.

R e a d c a re f u l ly Daniel 6:25-27. What are the things about Daniel’s God
that the king acknow l e d ges? Is he correct? Compare what the king
s ays with these fo l l owing ve rs e s : Psalm 59:1, 2; Acts 2:22; Galatians
1:4; 1 Ti m o t hy 4:10; Hebrews 2:4; 10:31; James 1:17. H ow accura t e
of a port rayal of God did the king give ?

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The king clearly had somewhat of an accurate understanding of the
character and power of God, especially after such a manifestation of the
L o r d ’s power and character. At the same time, though, it was still a lim-
ited understanding. This is seen best, perhaps, in the decree that he issued.

R e a d Daniel 6:26. What about the king’s decree exposes his lack of
u n d e rstanding about God?

In a sense, the Lord wants us to “tremble and fear” before Him, bu t
o n ly because of who He is, holy and pure, and who we are, unholy and
impure, in comparison. This is something, howeve r, that never can be
decreed or instituted by any person or gove rnment or even a church. A
relationship with the Lord needs to be based on our own personal
encounter with Him, with His love, His mercy, His power in contrast to
our sinfulness, our helplessness, and our great need of redemption. Out
of that alone we worship Him, a point lost on the king. 

A man was studying the Bible with his young daughter. After he
told her how much he wanted her to love the Lord , she aske d ,
“ D a ddy, would you fo rce me to love God if you could?” W h a t
would you answe r, and why ?
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F u rther Study: Read Ellen G. White, P rophets and Kings, pp. 539–548. 

“Daniel, the prime minister of the greatest of eart h ly kingdoms, was at
the same time a prophet of God, receiving the light of heave n ly inspira-
tion. A man of like passions as ourselves, the pen of inspiration describes
him as without fault. His business transactions, when subjected to the
closest scru t i ny of his enemies, were found to be without one flaw. He
was an example of what eve ry businessman may become when his heart
is conve rted and consecrated, and when his motives are right in the sight
of God.”—Ellen G. White, Conflict and Courage, p. 254.

“ From the story of Daniel’s deliverance we may learn that in seasons
of trial and gloom God’s children should be just what they were wh e n
their prospects were bright with hope and their surroundings all that they
could desire. Daniel in the lions’ den was the same Daniel who stood
before the king as chief among the ministers of state and as a prophet of
the Most High. A man whose heart is stayed upon God will be the same
in the hour of his greatest trial as he is in prosperity, when the light and
favor of God and of man beam upon him. Faith reaches to the unseen,
and grasps eternal realities.”—Ellen G. White, P rophets and Kings,
p. 545.

Discussion Questions: 
● What parallels can be drawn between Christ’s life and
Daniel’s life? What are the differences?

● What is the relationship between a person’s devotional life
and the ability to meet tests of faith? Is it simply a matter of how
much time one spends in study and prayer?

● Read over the last line in the second Ellen G. White quote
above. What is she talking about? Rephrase in your own words
what she said.How can you make this idea practical in your life?

Summary: From Daniel’s experience in the lions’ den, we learn that
those who will inherit the kingdom of God are not necessarily the
strongest phy s i c a l ly or the brightest intellectually. Rather, they will be
those who have fully surrendered to the Lord and committed their live s
to Him, regardless of the consequences.

1
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Modern-day Waldenses 
J. H. Zachary

During the thirteenth to nineteenth centuries, young believers called
Waldenses suffered religious persecution and were forced to flee to the
safety of mountain homes. But they did not stay there; they left their
mountain homes to scatter religious literature across Europe. When they
found interested persons, they pulled hidden portions of scripture from
their garments to share with the families they met.

Today the Waldensian history is repeating itself in Southeast Asia,
where the church is sending out young people to share the gospel in unen-
tered areas within their territory. Trained as literature evangelists and
equipped with the skills of personal evangelism, the youth go out two by
two to visit communities that have for years resisted the gospel. They earn
their living selling literature, and the church provides for their housing. 

Sam and a friend volunteered to serve for a year in this program and
were assigned to a village that had once had a small Adventist congrega-
tion. Their task was to reopen the Adventist church that had been closed
for months. They found the churchyard overgrown with weeds and bushes
and spent several days clearing the yard so the church would be visible.

They began visiting villagers, but they were met with hostility. They
could not find the backslidden members, and others did not welcome
them. Discouraged, they prayed for God to open a way for them.

It was the rice harvest season, and every able-bodied family member
was working in the rice paddies. Sam and his companion volunteered to
help with the harvest. At first, families hesitated to let them help, but with
sickles in hand, the boys began to cut the rice. They joined in the fellow-
ship of working and eating together. They continued working until the
fields were harvested. Grateful families gave them generous gifts of rice.

After the harvest when the boys returned to selling literature and con-
tacting former members, the people of the com-
munity welcomed them into their homes and
bought their health books. In time former mem-
bers joined the young men for Bible studies, and
small groups formed. Before their year was over,
the boys were worshiping with a group of 25
Sabbath keepers.

Sam rejoiced to see God at work in his life. He
has signed up again for his fifth year of service
as a Waldensian volunteer.

P roduced by the General Conference Sabbath School and Pe rsonal Ministries Dept.
E m a i l : g o m i s s i o n @ g c . a dv e n t i s t . o rg 53

J. H. Zachary (left) is coordinator of international evangel -
ism for The Quiet Hour.

StorI N S I D E



BE READY!
In 1992 the trustees of the Ellen G.White Estate, in co-

operation with Pacific Press Publishing Association, released a
new compilation of Ellen White statements about the end
times entitled Last Day Events. This best-selling volume takes
statements from previously published books, manuscript collec-
tions, and material never before published.

Read about “God’s Last Day Church,”“Country Living,”
“The Little Time of Trouble,”“The Shaking,”“The Close of
Probation,” and more in this essential work from the writings
of Ellen G.White.

Blue hardcover binding:
0-8163-1879-4.
US$14.99,Can$22.49.
Also available in a special
paperback edition in English,
Spanish, and French! 
US$5.99,Can$8.99 each.
English paperback:
0-8163-1901-4.
Spanish paperback:
0-8163-9795-3.
French paperback:
43330-02845.

Pacific Press®

Where the Word is Life.
© 2004 * Prices subject to change. 169/45590

Available at your local ABC, 1-800-765-6955.
Or read a sample chapter first and order online:
www.AdventistBookCenter.com

BE READY!




