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SABBATH—DATE

12

SABBATH—JUNE 10

The Two Marks: Part 2

June 10–16

READ FOR THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Revelation 13:5; 
2  Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 9–12; Revelation 17:12–14, 
Revelation 14:9; Exodus 20:8–11.

MEMORY VERSE: “Anyone who puts people in prison 
will go to prison. Anyone who kills others with a long 
knife or sword will be killed by a long knife or sword. 
This is why God’s people are patient and keep on 
believing” (Revelation 13:10, WE). 

IN THE 1400s, a group of people lived high in the mountains 
in northern Italy. These people were named the Waldenses. 
The Waldenses were loyal to Bible truth. The leaders of the 
Roman Catholic Church attacked the Waldenses for their 
faith. In a.d. 1488, the Roman Catholic Church attacked and 
killed the Waldenses in the Valley of Loyse.

Two hundred years later, the Roman Catholic Church 
attacked the Waldenses again. The Duke of Savoy sent an 
army of 8,000 soldiers to the Waldenses. The Duke ordered 
the Waldenses to feed and house his troops in their homes. 
But this plan was just a trick. The duke wanted his soldiers 
to pretend to be guests so that they could kill everyone. On 
April 24, 1655, at 4:00 a.M.a.M., the duke’s army killed more 
than 4,000 innocent people while they slept. 

Sad to say, the same things happen in history again and 
again. The two marks of Revelation 13 show us that Rome’s 
attacks on God’s church in the past will happen again.

The Duke of Savoy sent 
an army of 8,000 soldiers 

to the Waldenses.
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SUNDAY—JUNE 11

The Two Marks: Part 2

The pope is the religious 
leader of the Roman 

Catholic Church.

THE CUT THAT CAN KILL (Revelation 13:5)

As we’ve already learned, the animal powers in Revelation 
13 and 14 show us a worldwide church with false teachings 
and false worship. But there’s more.

Read about the sea-animal power shown in Revelation 
13:5; Revelation 12:6, 14; and Daniel 7:25. How long will 
this religious kingdom have control?

The wild sea animal will have control for many long 
years. In time messages in the Bible, a day is the same 
as one real year. In Numbers 14:34, we read “  ‘  “For 
each day you will carry your guilt a year”  ’ ” (NLV). This 
verse shows us that one day is the same as a real year 
in time messages. God gives us this same rule in the 
book of Ezekiel: “ ‘One day equals [is the same as] one 
year’  ” (Ezekiel 4:6, ERV). So, if we use this Bible rule 
with the time message of 42 months in Revelation 13:5, 
we can use math to figure out how many real years 42 
months will be. In Old Testament times, each month had 
30 days. If we multiply 42 months by the number of days 
in a month, we get 1,260 days or real years.

In the a.d. 300s, the Roman king Constantine made the 
Christian religion legal. Constantine wanted to join the east-
ern part of his kingdom with the western part. So, he moved 
the capital of his kingdom in a.d. 330 to Byzantium. At that 
time, no one was left in control over Rome. So, the pope 
became Rome’s leader. The pope is the religious leader of 
the Roman Catholic Church. The pope became the most 
powerful leader of the church and a strong king. In a.d. 538, 
King Justinian controlled the Roman kingdom. In that year, 
Justinian made the leader of the Roman church the top 
leader of the whole Christian church. The Roman Catholic 
Church was very powerful, from a.d. 538 to a.d. 1798. During 
this time, the church’s leadership killed many people loyal to 
Bible truth. In a.d. 1798, General Berthier, one of Napoleon’s 
generals, made the pope a prisoner. General Berthier and 
his army “removed” the pope from his throne. In this way, the 
Roman Catholic Church leadership got a cut that could kill, 
just as the Bible said would happen. But this cut would heal 
in the future. 

How does the 42-month time message help us trust 
that God will keep His promises?
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Lesson 12 MONDAY—JUNE 12
THE DAY WHEN MANY PEOPLE STOP BELIEVING GOD 

(2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 9–12)

Read 2  Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 9–12. In these verses, 
Paul talks about the end times. What does Paul say will 
happen? What does Paul tell us about the sea-animal 
power?

Paul warns Christians about a time when “many people 
will stop believing God” (2  Thessalonians 2:3, WE). That 
is, people will stop believing Bible truth. Paul is worried 
about the false teachings already in the church during New 
Testament times. Later, a false good news will come into 
the church. This false teaching will lie about how we are 
saved and about Jesus’ work for us in heaven.

Guess who’s teaching all these lies? Satan. Satan is the 
real “Man of Evil” that Paul talks about. Satan wants to “put 
himself against God. He will put himself above everything 
to do with God, and above everything that people worship. 
He will sit in God’s holy place and tell people that he is God” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:4, WE). But Satan is a liar. He works 
with human religious leaders to do his work. Satan will use 
the little horn in Daniel 7 to do his work. The little horn is 
the same power as the sea animal in Revelation 13 and 14. 
The little horn and the sea animal also are the same as the 
Man of Evil in 2 Thessalonians 2. So, all three word pictures 
show us the same power.

“Study the little horn in Daniel 7. Compare the little horn 
with the wild sea animal that looks the same as a leopard. 
Also, compare these two powers with the Man of Evil. We 
see that the little horn, the sea animal, and the Man of Evil 
are very much alike. So, we see that Daniel, Paul, and John 
talk about the same power or kingdom. The leadership of the 
Roman Catholic Church.”—The SDA Bible Commentary, 
volume 7, page 271, adapted. 

We must remember that Daniel, Paul, and John are 
talking about a religion, not its members (Revelation 18:4). 
The leaders of this religion have taught false ideas. They 
have replaced Bible teaching with human teachings. So, 
God gave us these special messages in the Bible to warn 
us. God loves us and wants us to be ready for His com-
ing. He wants us to warn His people who are part of this 
religion, too, because He loves them so much. We must 
always remember how much God loves them when we 
share Bible truth with them.

We see that the little horn, 
the sea animal, and 
the Man of Evil are 

very much alike.
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Lesson 12TUESDAY—JUNE 13

Sunday was celebrated 
each week as the festi-
val of the sun. So, the 

Christians decided to take 
control of this festival and 
other celebrations that the 

people loved so much.

SATAN’S FINAL PLAN (Revelation 17:12–14)

Read Revelation 17:12–14. What does John say will hap-
pen at the end of earth’s history? 

John shares three important ideas in these verses. First, the 
government leaders make an agreement. They give the control 
of their governments and their laws to the sea- animal power. 
Second, this worldwide government will make war against 
Jesus the Lamb. Third, in earth’s final war, Jesus and His fol-
lowers win. The sea animal will lose.

Have you wondered what plan Satan will use to join the gov-
ernments and kingdoms on this earth? History shows us that 
the things that happened in the past often happen in the future. 
If we look at the history of the Kingdom of Rome, we can learn 
some important lessons about what will happen at the end of 
time. During the time that Constantine was the king of Rome, 
the German people forced their way south into his kingdom. 
The large groups of foreigners coming into the kingdom caused 
a problem for Constantine and his people. Constantine decided 
religion was the best way to solve the problem and keep his 
kingdom strong. So, he joined the Christian religion with his 
government. In the a.d. 300s, Constantine made Sunday the 
day of rest for the Kingdom of Rome. Constantine hoped this 
rest day would help join together the different groups in his 
kingdom. Constantine wanted his kingdom to stay strong. The 
church wanted everyone in the kingdom to join them. That is 
why “the church made Sunday holy. . . . Sunday was celebrated 
each week as the festival of the sun. So, the Christians decided 
to take control of this festival and other celebrations that the 
people loved so much. These holidays and celebrations were 
about their false gods. The church changed the holidays to 
make them about Christian teachings.”—Arthur Weigall, The 
Paganism in Our Christianity (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 
1928), page 145, adapted.

Very soon, a time of trouble will come. Everyone on earth 
will be hurt and afraid. They will want someone to protect them. 
History shows us that when trouble comes, people become 
scared. Evil leaders have an easy time taking control of the 
planet when people are scared. Things happened this way in 
the past. There’s no reason to think it couldn’t happen again. 
The Bible shows us that some tragedy will happen in the future 
that will cause the end times to come. We don’t know how 
everything will end. But we already saw how big changes can 
come fast. So, we must be ready for whatever is coming.
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Lesson 12 WEDNESDAY—JUNE 14
THE SEA ANIMAL’S MARK (Revelation 14:9)

Read Revelation 14:9 and compare it to Revelation 
14:12. Where do people get the sea animal’s mark? (Also 
read Deuteronomy 6:8 and Deuteronomy 11:18.) In what 
two ways are God’s people different from the people 
who get the sea animal’s mark?

There will be two groups of people living in the end 
times. The first group of people on earth worships the 
sea-animal power. The second group keeps the com-
mandments of God. These commandments include the 
Sabbath or fourth commandment. The sea-animal power 
tried to change this law. The second group has the faith 
that comes from Jesus. The devil works with the sea ani-
mal and the land animal to attack the Sabbath. The sea 
animal’s mark is put on the front part of the face above the 
eyes or in the hand. The front part of the face above the 
eyes or forehead is a word picture for the mind, thoughts, 
and choices. The hand is a word picture for our actions 
and the things we do.

The day is coming soon when governments will pass laws 
that will remove our religious freedom. These days may be 
coming sooner than we think. Those who follow Bible truth 
and keep the seventh-day Sabbath will be blamed for all the 
evil things that happen on the earth.

“People who honor the Bible Sabbath will be blamed 
for causing bad things to happen. They will be accused of 
breaking the law and making God angry. Other people will 
say that the Sabbath keepers are stubborn and refuse to 
follow the law. These same people will say that God’s loyal 
followers are enemies of the government.”—Ellen G. White, 
The Great Controversy, page 592, adapted.

The leaders of the Roman Catholic Church announce 
that Sunday is the special mark of their power. “Of course, 
the Catholic Church says that the change from Saturday 
to Sunday is her idea. .  .  . This change is a symbol or 
mark of her control over religion.”—The American Catholic 
Quarterly Review, January 1883, adapted. 

The book of Revelation tells us that in the future a ter-
rible disaster will happen. This disaster will be worldwide. 
At that time, Sunday worship will be made a law. Then it 
will become the sea animal’s mark. We don’t know how or 
when this will happen. But we do know that the Sabbath will 
be the final test in the end times.

The day is coming soon 
when governments will pass 

laws that will remove 
our religious freedom.
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Lesson 12THURSDAY—JUNE 15

In Bible times, seals were 
special marks that were 

put on important contracts.

THE SABBATH TEST (Exodus 20:8–11)

When we look at what is happening around us, we can 
see signs that the end of human history is near. On June 
6, 2012, Benedict XVI made an announcement in Saint 
Peter’s Square in Rome. Benedict was the pope or religious 
leader of the Roman Catholic Church. Pope Benedict told 
people in the square that Sunday must be a day of rest for 
everyone. The pope said that people must be free to spend 
time with their families and with God on Sunday. The pope 
said, “By protecting Sunday, we protect human freedom.” 
Of course, the pope’s announcement isn’t the same thing 
as ordering everyone to keep Sunday holy. But the pope’s 
announcement shows that sooner or later, Sunday laws will 
be passed. Then all people who refuse to keep Sunday and 
who keep the seventh day holy will suffer for their faith.

God’s people will stay loyal to their faith. They will not follow 
the sea-animal power. God’s people will get His mark or seal. 
In Bible times, seals were special marks that were put on 
important contracts. These marks showed that the people who 
made the contract could trust the promises in the contract. So, 
we should expect to find God’s seal or mark in His law. In Bible 
times, every person’s mark was special and different. No two 
marks were alike. The Bible talks about the seals or marks put 
on agreements: “The Lord said, ‘Write this agreement. Tie it up 
and seal [lock] it so that it cannot be changed’ ” (Isaiah 8:16, 
ERV).

Read Exodus 20:8–11. What parts of a seal or mark 
do you see in the Sabbath commandment? How is the 
Sabbath command different from all the other command-
ments?

In Bible times, a seal or mark had three parts. The fourth 
commandment has all three parts. First, we see the name of the 
person making the agreement: “ ‘the Lordord your God’ ” (Exodus 
20:10, NKJV). Second, a seal tells us about this person’s job: the 
Lord who “made” (Exodus 20:11, KJV). And third, a seal names 
the land that belongs to this person: “  ‘the sky, the earth, the 
sea, and everything in them’ ” (Exodus 20:11, ERV). Revelation 
7:1–3 tells us that God’s seal or mark is put only on the front 
part of a person’s face above the eyes. Why there? Because this 
part of the face is a word picture for our minds. Jesus respects 
our freedom of choice. He invites us to choose Him. His Spirit 
will help us stay strong in faith until the end of time.
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Lesson 12 FRIDAY—JUNE 16
ADDITIONAL THOUGHT: “A time will come when the leaders 
of the Protestant churches will make an agreement with the 
leaders of the Roman Catholic Church. The Protestant church-
es also will accept the false teaching that the spirit doesn’t die. 
They will believe that the dead can communicate with us. Then 
the Protestant churches, the Roman Catholic Church, and the 
people who believe that the dead can communicate with us will 
join in agreement. This three-part group will cause the people 
of the United States to reject every important rule and law of 
their Protestant and republican government. [Another name 
for a republican government is a republic. The United States 
is a republic, and not a democracy, as many people think. The 
United States government is a special type of republic known 
as a constitutional republic. In a constitutional republic, the peo-
ple vote for a president and other leaders to run the country. 
These leaders must follow a special set of laws known as the 
Constitution. In a democracy, the public, and not the law, has 
the final say about what the government can and cannot do. 
In a constitutional republic, the law, and not the public, decides 
what a government can and cannot do. The law also has the 
final say in how much control leaders can have in government.] 
Then the people of this country will pass laws that honor 
Roman Catholic teachings and lies. When these things happen, 
we will know that the time has come for Satan to do his surpris-
ing work. The end is near.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the 
Church, volume 5, page 451, adapted.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1  Why can’t we say that Jesus will come back on this date or 
that date? Why must we not try to guess about happenings that 
the Bible never talks about? What dangers are there to our faith 
in doing these things? In the past, people have said that special 
things are going to happen or that these things will happen on 
this date or that date. What happened when these things didn’t 
happen how and when people said they would happen? How did 
people feel? Did these experiences hurt their faith? If yes, how?

2 There are people who say that the sea animal’s mark is not a 
test about Sunday. They say that it isn’t possible that there will ever 
be a worldwide Sunday law. They say that a Sunday law can never 
happen. So, they think we have nothing to worry about. Why is this 
thinking wrong? Look at how fast big changes happened in life in 
the last couple of years. What answer will you give to the person 
who says a Sunday law can never happen? 

A time will come  
when the leaders of the 

Protestant churches 
will make an agreement 
with the leaders of the 

Roman Catholic Church.
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SCHOOL SAVES

  

INSIDEStory
by andrew MccHesney

“We want our children 
to study at your school.”

An expensive-looking car stopped in front of a Seventh-day 
Adventist School in Ukraine on the first day of classes. 

Two children got out of the car with their parents. The children 
held flowers. Ukrainian children often give their teachers flow-
ers on the first day of school. The father told the school man-
ager, “We want our children to study at your school.”

“I’m afraid that’s not possible,” the school manager said. 
“We can’t accept any more students.”

The father didn’t give up. “We will buy new desks and chairs 
for all the students. We also will pay double the money that 
it costs to go to school here. Please let our children study at 
your school.”

The school manager said, “We don’t have permission from 
the government to hold final exams here,” she said. “So your 
kids will need to take the exams at the public school if they 
become students at our school.”

“That’s no problem,” the mother said. “We’ll help you get 
permission.”

Then the school manager asked, “You know that our school 
is a Seventh-day Adventist School, right?”

The manager asked this question because many people 
in Ukraine thought that Adventists were a “strange” religious 
group. The father knew that the school was Adventist. “Yes,” he 
answered. “We want our children to study here anyway.”

The mother explained that she and her husband and their two 
kids had gone on vacation to the Black Sea a few weeks earlier. 
The children made new friends while they were there. Their new 
friends went to this Adventist school. Every evening, the kids told 
their parents about the school and asked to go there. Then the 
mother gave her business card to the school manager. She was 
a city judge. Her husband was an important leader in the army.

The children started the second and third grade at the 
school. They loved it right away. As the weeks passed, the 
children asked their parents to read Uncle Arthur’s Bedtime 
Stories to them, just as their classmates’ parents read to their 
children. The mother told the children to ask the teacher to sell 
the storybooks to them. Their mother said, “Then I will read 
to you every night.” The children bought the storybooks, and 
every night their mother read to them, as promised. 

Months passed. Then the children asked their parents to take 
them to Sabbath School and church. The parents took them 
every Sabbath. The next summer, a year after the family first 
learned about Adventists, the mother and father were baptized. 

Thank you for your offerings that support Adventist educa-
tion worldwide.

Provided by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission, which uses Sabbath School  
mission offerings to spread the gospel worldwide. Read new stories daily at AdventistMission.org.


