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Josiah’s Reforms

Sabbath afternoon

Read for This Week’s Study: 2 Chronicles 33, Hab. 1:2–4, 
 2 Kings 22, Phil. 2:3–8, 2 Kings 23:1–28, 1 Cor. 5:7.

Memory Text: “Now before him there was no king like him, who  
turned to the Lord with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all 
his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any 
arise like him” (2 Kings 23:25, NKJV). 

Parents know just how hard it is to see their children, especially 
when they are older and out of the parents’ control, make choices 
that they know will hurt them. Of course, this heartache doesn’t 

apply only to parents and children: Who hasn’t at some point seen 
friends or relatives or anyone make choices that you knew would be 
detrimental to them? This is an unfortunate aspect of what it means to 
have free will. Free will, especially moral free will, means nothing if we 
don’t have the freedom to make wrong choices. A “free” being who can 
choose only the right is not truly free, or even truly moral. 

Thus, much of Scripture is the story of God warning His people 
about not making wrong choices. This has been a major part of what 
the book of Jeremiah is about too: the pleadings of God, who respects 
free choice and free will, to His chosen nation.

And though, unfortunately, most of the stories are not good, this 
week we will get to see a glimmer of hope; that is, we see one of the 
few kings who, using free will, chose to do what “was right in the sight 
of the Lord.”

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, November 21.

*November 14–20Lesson
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November 15

The Reigns of Manasseh and Amon 
However much we like to talk about objectivity, about viewing 

things as they really are, as human beings we are hopelessly subjec-
tive. We see the world, not so much as the world really is but as we 
really are. And because we are fallen and corrupted beings, this cor-
ruption is going to impact our perceptions and interpretation of the 
world around us. How else, for instance, can we explain someone like 
King Manasseh of Judah (about 686–643 b.c.), especially those early 
years of his terrible apostasy? One can hardly imagine how he justi-
fied in his own mind the horrific abominations he allowed to flourish 
in Judah.

Read 2 Chronicles 33. What does this story tell us about just how cor-
rupt a king Manasseh was? More important, what does this teach 
us about the willingness of God to forgive?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

No question, being hauled off to Babylon with nose hooks and bronze 
fetters was certain to get a man to rethink his life. Nevertheless, the text 
is clear: Manasseh truly repented of his ways and, when restored to the 
throne, sought to repair the damage that he had done. Unfortunately, the 
damage was greater than he might have imagined.

“But this repentance, remarkable though it was, came too late to save 
the kingdom from the corrupting influence of years of idolatrous prac-
tices. Many had stumbled and fallen, never again to rise.”—Ellen G.  
White, Prophets and Kings, p. 383. And, even more unfortunate, among 
those who had been terribly impacted by Manasseh’s apostasy was his 
son, Amon, who took the throne after his father died and who “did evil 
in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done; for Amon 
sacrificed to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had 
made, and served them” (2 Chron. 33:22, NKJV). Worse, unlike his 
father, Amon never repented of his ways.

Who doesn’t know personally the terrible consequences that can 
come even from sin that has been forgiven? What promises can 
you claim for the victory over sin? Why not claim them now 
before the sin brings its doleful consequences?

  

  

sunday
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A New King
A preacher once said, “Be careful what you pray for. You just might 

get it.” Israel asked for and longed for a king, just like the nations around 
it. The people got what they asked for, and so much of Israelite history 
after the era of the judges was the story of how these kings corrupted 
themselves on the throne and, as a result, corrupted the nation, as well.

Nevertheless, there were always exceptions, such as King Josiah, 
who ascended the throne in 639 b.c. and ruled until 608 b.c. 

What was the context in which the new king had come to the throne? 
(See 2 Chron. 33:25.)

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Though democracy is supposed to be rulership by the people, 
it generally wasn’t conceived of functioning as it did in this case. 
Nevertheless, the people made their will known, and it was done 
according to their will. The young king came to the throne at a time 
of great turmoil, apostasy, and violence, even at the highest levels 
of government. Seeing what was going on, many faithful in the land 
had wondered whether God’s promises to ancient Israel could ever be 
fulfilled. “From a human point of view the divine purpose for the cho-
sen nation seemed almost impossible of accomplishment.”—Ellen G. 
White, Prophets and Kings, p. 384.

The anxiety of the faithful ones was expressed in the words of the 
prophet Habakkuk in Habakkuk 1:2–4. What is the prophet say-
ing?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Unfortunately, the answer to the problems of iniquity, violence, strife, 
and lawlessness would come, but from the north, from the Babylonians, 
whom God would use to bring judgment upon His wayward people. As 
we have seen all along, it didn’t have to be that way; however, because 
of their refusal to repent, they faced the punishment that their sins 
brought upon them.

From a human point of view, how often does “the divine purpose” 
seem to be impossible to accomplish? What does this tell us about 
how we need to reach out in faith beyond what we see or fully 
understand?

Monday
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Josiah on the Throne 
“Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he 

reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name 
was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. And he did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way 
of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the 
left” (2 Kings 22:1, 2). 

Considering the context of Josiah coming to the throne, what is so 
remarkable about the above texts?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

The Bible doesn’t give us any explanation for this remarkable young 
man who, considering the circumstances, was most likely destined 
to be as corrupt and wicked as his father before him. That, however, 
wasn’t the case. For whatever reasons, he chose a different course, and 
that was to have a positive, though ultimately limited, impact on the 
nation. 

Second Kings 22 mentions what Josiah did in regard to the temple. 
From the dedication of the temple by Solomon, long centuries had 
passed until Josiah’s reforms (622 b.c.). The kings had not really taken 
care of the temple. Time had eroded the building, which had once been 
beautiful. The young king saw that the temple was no longer suitable 
for worship as a result of long years of neglect. 

What did Josiah do when he discovered the temple was in such disre-
pair? 2 Kings 22:3–7. 

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Today we would say that the king sent his minister of finance to the 
high priest and asked him to plan and oversee the materials and labor 
required to renovate the temple. They did not have to account for the 
money with which they were entrusted because they were acting faith-
fully. For whatever reasons, Josiah showed trust in them, and as far as 
the record shows, that trust was honored. 

Refurbishing the temple is fine, but in the end, what really is cru-
cial for a true revival and reformation? (See Phil. 2:3–8.)

Tuesday November 17
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November 18

The Book of the Law
The renovation of the temple, long the center of Israelite worship, 

was important, but renovation of a building wasn’t all that was needed. 
The most beautiful and elaborate structure, though designed to help 
worshipers sense something of the power and grandeur of the Lord, in 
and of itself isn’t enough to evoke piety among the people. History is 
replete with the sad stories of people who one minute were “worship-
ing” in some beautiful church somewhere and the next minute were 
walking out and committing an atrocity, which was perhaps even insti-
gated by what they learned inside that beautiful structure.

What happened during the renovation of the temple? What is the power-
ful significance of Josiah’s reaction to those events? 2 Kings 22:8–11. 

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

They found the “Book of the Law.” The Bible doesn’t specify which 
of Moses’ writings were found. It was probably found buried in the 
walls somewhere in the temple. 

Read 2 Kings 22:12–20. What was Huldah’s message from God to the 
people and for King Josiah? What should these words say to us?

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Huldah transmitted the same message Jeremiah had already proph-
esied several times. The people who had turned away from God had 
dug their own grave through their deeds, and they were going to reap 
the consequences. Josiah never would see the trouble and die in peace.

“Through Huldah the Lord sent Josiah word that Jerusalem’s ruin 
could not be averted. Even should the people now humble themselves 
before God, they could not escape their punishment. So long had their 
senses been deadened by wrongdoing that, if judgment should not 
come upon them, they would soon return to the same sinful course. 
‘Tell the man that sent you to me,’ the prophetess declared, ‘Thus saith 
the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhab-
itants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah 
hath read: because they have forsaken Me, and have burned incense 
unto other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works 
of their hands; therefore My wrath shall be kindled against this place, 
and shall not be quenched.’ Verses 15–17.”—Ellen G. White, Prophets 
and Kings, p. 399.

Wednesday
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Josiah’s Reforms 
Despite the forewarning of doom, Josiah was still determined to do 

what was “right in the sight of the Lord.” Maybe disaster couldn’t be 
averted, “but in announcing the retributive judgments of Heaven, the 
Lord had not withdrawn opportunity for repentance and reformation; 
and Josiah, discerning in this a willingness on the part of God to temper 
His judgments with mercy, determined to do all in his power to bring 
about decided reforms.”—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 400. 

Read 2 Kings 23:1–28. What was the essence of the reform that the 
faithful king sought to bring to his corrupted nation? What do 
these acts tell us about just how bad things had become in the 
chosen nation? 

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________

Josiah gathered all the people in Jerusalem in order to renew their 
covenant with God. The recently found Book of the Law was read, and 
then they made the vow to follow the God of Israel. 

The king did not execute this work by himself but asked those who 
had spiritual responsibilities to do what was needed. As an example, 
throughout the centuries, different objects—statues and symbols that 
popularized foreign worship in Israel—had been gathered into the tem-
ple. Sometimes they had been part of the conditions of peace, imposed 
upon the nation; sometimes kings had exhibited them in order to sig-
nify their pacification, a sign of surrender. Whatever the reasons, they 
did not belong there, and Josiah ordered them removed and destroyed. 

Also, the Passover celebration during Josiah’s reform did not take 
place only within the family households, as had been the custom 
before, but now the whole nation celebrated it together. Its symbolic 
message for the people was that they had left the old era behind them, 
and that they had now entered a new time in which they vowed to serve 
the true God, who led them out of Egypt, who provided a home for the 
tribes as He had promised, and who was with them in their everyday 
lives. 

The significance in celebrating the national Passover was to 
start something new because (ideally, anyway) all the old things 
had come to an end. What should the symbolism of the Passover 
mean to us now, as Seventh-day Adventists? (See 1 Cor. 5:7.)

  

Thursday November 19
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November 20

Further Thought: As the lesson stated, the depth of corruption that had  
befallen Israel can be seen in the kind of reforms that Josiah had to under-
take. How, though, could the nation have fallen so far? In one sense, the 
answer is easy: it’s because humanity has fallen so far. Just how far human-
ity has degraded was revealed in a famous experiment conducted at Yale 
University in the 1960s. 

Participants were brought in arbitrarily through newspaper ads and 
told that they were to administer electric shocks to people tied down to 
chairs in another room. The switches that administered the shocks were 
marked from “Slight Shock” to “Danger: Severe Shock,” including two 
more ominously marked “XXX.” Participants were told to administer 
the shocks according to the orders of the scientist leading the experi-
ment. As they did, the participants would hear the people in the other 
room scream and plead for mercy. In reality, the people in the other 
room were just acting; they were not getting shocked at all. The point 
of the study was to see how far these “normal” participants would go in 
inflicting what they thought was pain on those whom they didn’t know, 
simply because they had been ordered to do it. The results were fright-
ening. Though many participants got anxious, distraught, and even 
angry, that didn’t stop a stunning 65 percent from administering the 
severest “shocks” to these people, believing that they were truly hurting 
them. “Ordinary people,” wrote the scientist who conducted the experi-
ment, “simply doing their jobs, and without any particular hostility on 
their part, can become agents in a terrible destructive process.” How 
many “ordinary” people have done terrible things throughout history, or 
even today? Too many have, for sure. Why? Christians know the answer. 
We are sinners, plain and simple.

Discussion Questions:
	What does the story of Josiah’s reform tell us about the impor-
tance of the Word of God in our lives?

	A valid question could be raised now: If it were too late to 
avoid the coming catastrophe, why the call for repentance and 
revival and reformation? What was the purpose of it all? What 
answer would you give? In what ways might the reason be found 
in how such a revival would impact the people individually, as 
opposed to the nation as a whole?

Friday
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Storyi n s i d e

God’s Saving Hand: Part 1
Wesley Banda pastored several villages in Malawi. The family lived in a 

two-room house. Because the area had no electricity, Mrs. Banda prepared the 
family meals outside over an open fire. 

One evening after dinner, Mrs. Banda returned to her fire to prepare the 
morning meal of sadza (a thick porridge of cornmeal). Her husband sat in the 
family’s front room, working on some papers. The children sat quietly waiting 
for family devotions, but five-year-old Joshua had fallen asleep. 

As Pastor Banda lit the kerosene lamp, their only source of light, the flame 
sputtered because the lamp was running low on fuel. He fetched the kerosene 
and began refilling the tank. But unknown to him, the kerosene was contami-
nated with a small amount of gasoline. As he poured the fuel into the lamp’s 
reservoir, the fumes caught fire, and the lamp exploded in his hands. 

Instinctively Pastor Banda threw the lamp across the room, but his clothes 
had caught fire. Mrs. Banda saw her husband run out the door, his clothes 
aflame. She immediately threw a pan of water onto his burning clothes while 
he rolled on the ground. Soon the fire was out.

The children ran out of the house, screaming, “Fire! Fire!” The burning fuel 
had set the front room ablaze. In the excitement, nobody noticed that little 
Joshua was missing. Moments later Mrs. Banda looked at the doorway and 
saw Joshua crawling out of the house; his clothes were burning. She shrieked 
and grabbed her youngest child and dropped him into a pan of water. The fire 
hissed and went out, but Joshua was terribly burned.

Their village had no clinic or hospital; so, a neighbor ran to the house of a 
farmer who had a car. They banged on his door and begged for his immediate 
help. He rushed over to drive the Bandas to the nearest hospital. Even so, it 
was nearly midnight when the family entered the hospital emergency room. It 
had been more than four hours since the explosion.

The doctors shook their heads as they looked at the burns that the pastor 
and his son had suffered. Pastor Banda’s burns were serious, but little Joshua 
was injured even more seriously. Terrible burns covered his legs, stomach, 
and chest. Every movement brought screams of pain from the little boy. Even 
while the doctors worked to save the father and son some of the doctors tried 
to prepare the family for the likelihood that Joshua wouldn’t survive. 

“We’re doing everything we can for your son,” the doctor said gently. “But 
he is so badly burned that it would be a blessing if he died.”

“No!” Mrs. Banda said firmly. “God has saved his life. Do what you must, 
but God will save my son.” 

To be continued in next week’s Inside Story.
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The Lesson in Brief 

Key Text: 2 Kings 23:1–28

The Student Will:

Know: Learn about the religious reforms of King Josiah and how they pro-
vided a glimmer of hope in the midst of apostasy and idolatry.
Feel: Appreciate the courage that characterized young King Josiah and 
the determination with which he pursued his desire to follow God.
Do: Resolve to make reformation an integral part of his or her Christian 
experience and to be ready to reform when it is needed.

Learning Outline:

I. Know: Josiah, the Last Faithful King of Judah 

A How was it possible for Josiah to be different from his evil forefa-
thers?

B How did the discovery of the Law during the temple renovations con-
tribute to Josiah’s reform?

II. Feel: Zealous for God’s Cause

A We can sometimes feel weary of overzealous people in the church. 
How do we develop a healthy zeal for God’s cause?

B How can we preserve our first Christian love, which is our initial 
enthusiasm for God?

III. Do: Personal Reform

A Why isn’t reform a one-time event in our Christian experience?

B When is it necessary to reform our own lives? What are the indicators 
that call for reformation?

Summary: Josiah’s reign and reforms were the last interlude of faithfulness and 
peace amid the spiritual darkness that preceded the Babylonian exile. This 
young king with all his enthusiasm, zeal, and determination demonstrated 
that it was indeed possible to follow God fully—even if it wasn’t enough 
to avert the coming disaster.

t e a c h e r s  c o m m e n t s
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Learning Cycle

STEP 1—Motivate

Spotlight on Scripture: 2 Chronicles 33, Habakkuk 1:2–4

Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: God’s grace is always powerful, 
but it becomes especially prominent and visible when it saves some-
body who has been very far away from God. Then it demonstrates that 
even the people whom we deemed unredeemable can be reached by a 
powerful God.

Just for Teachers: Manasseh’s reign is characterized by a seemingly 
endless chain of atrocities that climaxed in the sacrifice of his own 
children. From idolatry to witchcraft, from Baal worship to setting 
up images in the temple, he did it all, and worse. Furthermore, he 
reigned for 55 years, a sufficiently long time to entrench all these 
abominations in the religious and cultural life of Judah. His son 
Amon didn’t do much better; he eventually was killed by his own 
servants. That was the dynasty into which King Josiah was born. It 
would be important to demonstrate to the class how God can turn 
even such a bad heritage into something positive by His grace.

Opening Discussion: There will be some major surprises in heaven dur-
ing the millennium. One of those might be the moment when the prophet 
Isaiah turns a sharp corner on the golden streets of the heavenly Jerusalem 
and bumps into a certain somebody. When all the apologies are made, the 
two will take a closer look at each other, and Isaiah will suddenly realize 
with shock that he is looking into Manasseh’s face, the selfsame king who 
most likely had him killed thousands of years ago.  

According to the Jewish tradition as recorded in the Talmud, Isaiah hid 
himself in a tree while fleeing from Manasseh but was betrayed by the 
fringes of his garment. The tree was sawn in half on Manasseh’s com-
mand, killing the prophet. There is an echo of this account in Hebrews 
11:37, 38, describing the sufferings of Old Testament prophets (compare 
also Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 381, 382). One can imagine 
the two men sitting down somewhere along the river close to the tree of 
life as Manasseh tells Isaiah the story of God’s grace: how he was cap-
tured by the Assyrians and taken to Babylon where he finally turned to 
God and repented of his ways. 

Manasseh’s conversion is one of the most dramatic biblical stories of 
God’s power, which changes idolatrous murderers into righteous men and 
women. We sometimes have very clear ideas of who deserves and who 

t e a c h e r s  c o m m e n t s
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does not deserve to be saved. Manasseh certainly did not. How can we 
avoid this type of negative and judgmental thinking?

STEP 2—Explore

Just for Teachers: Josiah was only eight years old when he became 
king, a mere child. However, from a very early age he was determined 
to do what was right in the sight of the Lord. The name of the mother of 
the king, which is always mentioned for the kings of Judah, was “Jedidah 
the daughter of Adaiah.” If the meaning of these names (“beloved of 
Yahweh” and “witness of Yahweh”) had anything to do with their 
characters, it was most probably their loving and faithful influence that 
tutored Josiah toward his great work.

Bible Commentary

Central to the gospel is Christ’s death on the cross and God’s Law. Both 
of these are essential ingredients in the story of Josiah as he discovers the 
Book of the Law in the temple during the renovations and then reinstates 
the celebration of the Passover, which typologically foreshadows Calvary.

I. Renovation of the Temple (Review 2 Kings 22:1–11 with your class.)

Assyria’s decline and Babylon’s rise during the reign of Josiah created a power 
vacuum that eased the external pressures on Judah, allowing Josiah to live out 
his convictions without outside interference. It is interesting to note that in the 
Old Testament, times of political peace often coincided with the faithfulness 
of kings. 

Around 622 b.c., Josiah decided to renovate the temple, which initiated 
far greater reforms. The Book of the Law was possibly hidden in a secret 
chamber, a geniza (“hiding place”) that was reserved to store biblical 
manuscripts, an architectural feature that can still be found in synagogues 
and has often led to the discovery of important texts (for example, the 
Cairo Geniza). 

Scholars have debated the contents of the Book of the Law that was 
found. A critical view of the writing of the Pentateuch has suggested that 
the book of Deuteronomy was actually written by priests during the time 
of Josiah and then given Mosaic legitimization by inventing the story 
of its “discovery” in the temple. However, the expression “Book of the 
Law” is a reference that is inclusive of the whole Pentateuch. The effect 
of its reading on Josiah and the people—in other words, the celebration 
of the Passover and the covenant reform—are as much reflective of 
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Leviticus 26 as they are of Deuteronomy 28. 
It was a rediscovery of God’s law in the form of a torah scroll manuscript, 

and the message is clear: any reform needs to be based on the reading of 
God’s Word and not on human agendas. This is where true reform begins, 
and Josiah, tearing his clothes in response to the reading, demonstrates his 
willingness to repent and to reform.

Consider This: Share a time when you experienced a similar effect in your 
own life or in the life of your local church, following the reading of God’s 
Word.

II. Huldah’s Message (Review 2 Kings 22:12–20 and Philippians 2:3 with your class.)

Huldah is part of a group of five prophetesses of God in the Bible who are 
identified as such (Miriam, Deborah, Huldah, Isaiah’s wife, and Anna). Josiah 
immediately sought prophetic guidance. It is interesting that he did not turn 
to Jeremiah, but as in the time of Hezekiah, there were two contemporane-
ous prophets (Micah and Isaiah) whom God used for different moments and 
messages. 

Unfortunately, Huldah’s message coincided with Jeremiah’s in pointing to 
the inevitability of the Babylonian exile. However, there was a positive mes-
sage for the young king, now 26 years old. All the calamity that was to fall 
on Judah would come only after his death. 

Josiah’s reaction following this prophecy is a crucial one, and it is in line 
with Philippians 2:3–8. Josiah could have settled back on the basis of this 
prophecy and lived out his reign in indifference, as he was safe. But contrary 
to that, he embarked on one of the biggest religious reforms the Bible has 
ever recorded.

Consider This: Too often we get involved in God’s work only after making 
sure that there is something in it for us. How can we be like Josiah or Jesus, 
who did nothing out of selfish motives?

III. Reform and Passover (Review 2 Kings 23 and 1 Corinthians 5:7 with your 
class.)

It is interesting to see the amount of detail with which the Bible describes the 
reforms that Josiah conducted. In doing so it creates a strong contrast with 
the long and detailed list of atrocities that Manasseh and Amon committed. 
Clearly, God is meticulous in the undoing of evil.  

The reform began with a covenant renewal ritual (2 Kings 23:1–3). Then 
the reform commences where Manasseh’s abomination ended—in the temple 
(compare 2 Chron. 33:7), demolishing the Asherah pole and destroying the 
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living quarters of the cult prostitutes. From there Josiah moved outside the 
temple precinct, extending his reforms to Jerusalem, Judah, and then as far 
north as Bethel, reclaiming the whole of Israel once more for God. 

Complementing the reforms of destroyed areas is the reinstitution of the 
Passover that supersedes all previous celebrations as far back as the days of 
Samuel. In this way, Josiah commemorates the redemption from Egypt and 
foreshadows Christ’s death on the cross, thus uniting law and grace, which 
should be the ultimate goal of any reform (compare 1 Cor. 5:7).

Consider This: How can we strike a healthy balance between a zeal for God’s 
law and a demonstration of His grace?

STEP 3—Apply

Just for Teachers: There are a number of good lessons to be gleaned 
from Josiah’s reign: having the value of a faithful, godly upbringing (his 
mother and grandmother), following God against the odds of a dysfunc-
tional family background (his father and grandfather), grounding one’s 
decisions in the reading of God’s Word, being enthusiastic for God’s 
work,  and working for God without selfish motivations.

Thought/Application Questions:

 Josiah’s reforms brought law and grace together in the celebration of 
the Passover and the ensuing reforms. How can we bring these two aspects 
together in our lives?

 Reflect on your motivation for being involved in church work. What dan-
ger is there in doing it for recognition, acknowledgment, to earn points with 
God, or any other selfish reason? How can we ensure that we do it for the right 
reasons?

STEP 4—Create

Just for Teachers: The renewed celebration of the Passover under 
Josiah was a big event that served as a covenant renewal for Judah. Affirm 
how much we also need events in our church life that reconfirm our faith.

Class/Individual Activity:

Plan a service with your class during which the biblical texts regarding 
Josiah’s reform, as well as Ellen G. White’s corresponding chapter in 
Prophets and Kings, are read. Take time to think about reforms in your own 
life and provide time for testimonies about what happened when you expe-
rienced reform in your life.

t e a c h e r s  c o m m e n t s


