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SABBATH—DECEMBER 24

READ FOR THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Galatians 6:11-18; Romans 6:1-6; Romans
12:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 2 Corinthians 11:23-29.

MEMORY VERSE: “l never want to brag [boast] about anything except the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through that cross the ways of the world
have been crucified [put to death on a cross] as far as | am concerned.
And | have been crucified as far as the ways of the world are concerned”
(Galatians 6:14, NIrV).

THIS STUDY ON GALATIANS HAS BEEN DEEP. That is because the letter
itself is deep. Paul knew his duty. He knew the truth of what he preached. (He said
many times that truth came from the Lord.) Paul wrote with the inspired desire
of the Old Testament prophets. He was an Isaiah. He was a Jeremiah. He was
a Hosea. The Old Testament prophets pleaded with the people of God in their
times to turn away from their sins. Here Paul is doing the same with the people
in his time.

The situations in Old Testament times might have been different. But, in the end
Jeremiah’s words could just as easily be given to the Galatians as they were to
the people in Jeremiah’s day. “The Lord says, ‘Do not let a wise man brag about
how wise he is. Do not let a strong man boast about how strong he is. Do not let a
rich person brag about how rich he is. But here is what the one who brags should
boast about. He should brag that he has understanding and knows me. | want him
to know that | am the Lord. No matter what | do on earth, | am always kind, fair and
right. And | take delight in that,” announces the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:23, 24, NIrV).

Our human wisdom, our riches, and our strengths are all useless and meaning-
less in the face of the cross of Christ. This is the message of Paul’s letter to the
backsliding church members in Galatia.
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Lesson 14 BOASTING IN THE CROSS

SUNDAY—DECEMBER 25

PAUL’S OWN HAND
(Galatians 6:11-18)

Compare' Paul’s closing com-
ments in Galatians 6:11-18 to the
last comments he makes in his
other letters. In what way is the
ending of Galatians much the same
but also different from them? (Read
the last comments in Romans,
1 and 2 Corinthians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and 1 and
2 Thessalonians.)

Paul's closing comments are not
always the same in every letter he
writes. But his closing comments have
many things in common: (1) greetings
to certain persons, (2) last words of
encouragement, (3) a personal signa-
ture, and (4) closing words of blessing.
These usual parts can be compared to
Paul’'s last comments in Galatians. But
important differences come up.

First, unlike many of Paul’s letters,
Galatians does not have personal
greetings. Why? The usual thanks-
giving at the beginning of the letter is
absent too. This probably shows that
the relationship between Paul and the
Galatians is not warm. Paul is polite
but formal.

Second, we must remember that it
was Paul’s custom to speak his letters
to a scribe (secretary) (Romans 16:22).
Then after finishing, Paul often would
take the pen himself and write a few
short words with his own hand to end
the letter (1 Corinthians 16:21). But in

Galatians Paul uses a different meth-
od. When he takes the pen from the
scribe, Paul is still so concerned about
the church in Galatia that he ends up
writing more instead. He cannot put
the pen down. He needs to beg the
Galatians once more to turn from their
foolish ways.

In Galatians 6:11, Paul explains that
he wrote the letter with large letters.
We really do not know why. Some
have guessed that Paul is not talking
about the size of the letters. Instead,
he is talking about his ugly handwrit-
ing. They suggest that perhaps Paul’s
hands were either so crippled from
abuse or twisted from tent making that
he could not write his letters neatly.
Others believe Paul’'s comments are
proof of his poor eyesight. Both views
are possible. But it seems possible
that Paul was writing with large letters
on purpose to make his point stronger.
It is the same way we might make our
point stronger by underlining it, putting
it in ftalics, or writing it in CAPITAL
LETTERS. Whatever the reason, Paul
certainly wants the readers to follow
his warnings.

MONDAY—DECEMBER 26

BOASTING IN THE FLESH
(Galatians 6:12, 13)

What is Paul saying in Galatians
6:12, 13?

Paul has given a hint before about
what his enemies have tried to do
(read Galatians 1:7 and Galatians

1. compare—to show how two or more things are the same or different.
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4:17). But his comments in Galatians
6:12, 13 are the first clear examples
of what he thinks of his enemies. Paul
describes them as wanting “to make a
good showing in the flesh” (ESV). The
wording “a good showing” in Greek
means to put on “a good face.” In
fact, the word for “face” is the same
in Greek as the word for an actor’s
mask. This word was even used as a
symbol of the part played by an actor.
In other words, Paul is saying that
these people were like actors trying to
earn the approval (praise) of an audi-
ence.? In a culture based on honor
and shame, being well liked is impor-
tant. These people, who are teaching
the false ideas, seem to be trying
to improve their honor rating among
their fellow Jews in Galatia and other
Jewish Christians back in Jerusalem.

The word for “face” is the same in the Greek
as the word for an actor’s mask. Paul’s ene-
mies wanted to put on a “good face.”

Paul makes an important point
about one of his enemies’ reasons

2. audience—people who watch a play, a skit, or an act.

for putting on a good face. He wants
to avoid criticism and persecution.®
Persecution can work on the fears of
people even when it is used mildly.
Paul knows this better than anyone.
After all, before he gives his life
to Christ, Paul and other Jews in
Judea carry out the more violent kind
of persecution (Galatians 1:13). But
the milder forms also have negative
effects (results) on Christians.

The Jewish religious leaders still
had strong political influence in many
areas. They had the official blessing
of Rome. So, many Jewish believers
were eager to keep good relations
with these leaders. By circumcising*
Gentiles and teaching them to keep
the law of Moses, the troublemak-
ers in Galatia could work well with
the local Jews. This would let them
have friendly relations with the mem-
bers of Jewish synagogues.® But they
could even strengthen their ties with
the Jewish believers in Jerusalem,
who were becoming more suspicious
about the work being done with the
Gentiles (Acts 21:20, 21). No doubt, in
a way, their actions could have made
their witness to the Jews easier.

So, Paul's meaning is very clear.
He says that “all who desire to live
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer per-
secution” (2 Timothy 3:12, NKJV).

Think through the reason these
people had for teaching their false
ideas. They sound pretty reason-
able, right? But what should this

3. persecution—a method of making people obey by threatening or abusing them.
4. circumcising—when the skin (called the foreskin) of the penis is cut off from a man or boy.

5. synagogues—dJewish houses of worship.
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Lesson 14 BOASTING IN THE CROSS

tell us about how even the “best”
of reasons can lead us off the
track if we are not careful? When
was the last time you ended up
doing wrong things for the right
reasons?

TUESDAY—DECEMBER 27

BOASTING IN THE CROSS
(Galatians 6:14)

Paul has exposed the reasons that
pushed some to accept circumcision.
Now, he presents his gospel mes-
sage to the Galatians one last time,
even if it is short. For Paul, the gospel
is based on two important principles
(rules): (1) the Cross is the center of
everything (verse 14) and (2) the doc-
trine (teaching) of justification (for-
giveness) (verse 15). In today’s study
the focus is on the first principle.

We live in the twenty-first century.
So, it is difficult for us to understand
the shock caused by Paul's com-
ments about the Cross (Galatians
6:14). Today the cross of Christ is a
common symbol held dear by many
people. But, in Paul's day, the cross
was not something to boast in but
something to be hated. Jews did not
like the idea of a crucified Messiah
(Chosen One). And the Romans
found crucifixion so disgusting that
they refused to punish Roman citi-
zens by crucifying them on crosses.

The fact that people in Bible times
felt disgust about the cross of Christ
is clearly shown in the earliest draw-
ing of the crucifixion. Dating back to
the early second century, there is a
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drawing that shows the crucifixion of a
man with the head of a donkey. Below
the cross and next to a drawing of a
man with his hands raised in worship,
a sentence reads, “Alexander wor-
ships his god.” The point is clear: the
cross of Christ is judged to be very
disgusting. And now we understand
why it is so amazing for Paul to boldly
announce that he can boast in nothing
other than the cross of Christ!
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An old Roman drawing of a man with the
head of a donkey shows how much the
cross of Christ was judged as disgusting
in Paul’s day.

What difference did the cross of
Christ make in Paul’s relationship
to the world? Read Galatians 6:14;
Romans 6:1-6; Romans 12:1-8;
and Philippians 3:8.

The cross of Christ changes every-
thing for the believer. It challenges us
to re-think what we think of ourselves
and how we relate to the world.
Remember we live in an evil time
(1 John 2:16). It stands against God.
Because we have died with Christ,
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the world no longer makes slaves of
us as it once did. And the old life that
we once lived for the world no longer
bothers us. So, the break between
the believer and the world should be
as if the two died to each other.

What has the Cross done to influ-
ence your relationship to the world?
What difference has it made in your
life? How differently do you live now
than you did before giving yourself
to the Lord, who died for you?

The break between the believer and the
world should be as if the two
died to each other.

WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 28

A NEW CREATION (PERSON)
(Galatians 6:15)

Paul has pointed out that the cross
of Christ is very important to the
Christian life. He now turns to the
second important principle of his gos-
pel message: justification (forgive-
ness) by faith.

As we have studied all quarter,

Paul has argued against circumcision
as a requirement for the gospel. But,
he is not against the practice itself.
Paul has made several strong state-
ments against circumcision (read
Galatians 5:2—4). But he does not
want the Galatians to decide that
being uncircumcised is more pleasing
to God than being circumcised. That
is not his point. Spiritually speaking,
the issue (question) of circumcision
by itself is not the issue. True religion
is not rooted in outside behavior.
Instead, it is rooted in the condition of
the human heart. As Jesus Himself
said, a person can look wonderful on
the outside but be spiritually rotten on
the inside (Matthew 23:27).

According to Galatians 6:15 and
2 Corinthians 5:17, what does it
mean to be a new creation (per-
son)? How have you yourself expe-
rienced what this means?

Ktisis is the Greek word translated
as “creation.” It can mean an individ-
ual “creature” (Hebrews 4:13) or all
of the “created” world itself (Romans
8:22). In either case, the word sug-
gests the action (work) of a Creator.
That is Paul’s point. Becoming a “new
creature” is not something that can be
done by any human, whether circum-
cised or not. Jesus calls this change
the “new birth” (John 3:5-8). It is
God’s act, an act in which God takes
a person who is spiritually dead and
breathes new spiritual life into him or
her. This act is another word-picture
describing the saving act that Paul
describes as justification by faith.
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Paul describes this new creation
experience more clearly in 2 Corinthians
5:17. In this verse, Paul explains that
becoming a new creation (person)
means far more than just a change in
our position in the books of heaven.
It brings about a change in our lives
today. As Timothy George explains, it
“‘involves the whole process of conver-
sion [change]: The Holy Spirit leads a
person to repentance® and faith. Then
He makes a person aware of the sin
in himself or herself and helps him
or her to grow in holiness to become
more and more like Jesus Christ every
day.”—Adapted from Galatians, page
438.

Becoming a new creature is not
what makes us righteous (holy).
Instead, this change is the perfect
example of what it means to be justi-
fied (forgiven and made righteous).

THURSDAY—DECEMBER 29

LAST COMMENTS
(Galatians 6:16-18)

Paul gives his blessing to those
who, he says, “follow this rule”
(Galatians 6:16, NIV, NRSV). What
“rule” do you think Paul is talking
about?

The word translated as “rule” means
a straight rod or bar used by bricklay-
ers or carpenters for measuring. The
word also became Paul’s symbol for

“the rules.” A person tests something
by these rules. For example, when
people talk about the New Testament
canon,” they mean the 27 books
in the New Testament. They are
accepted as the standard for both the
belief and practice of the church. So,
if a teaching does not measure up to
what is found in these books, it is not
accepted.

If a teaching does not “measure up” to
what is found in the Bible, we
should not accept it.

What are the “marks of the
Lord Jesus” that Paul has on his
body? What does he mean when
he writes that no one should “trou-
ble [worry about]” him because of
them? How might Galatians 6:14
help answer this question? Read
Galatians 6:17; 2 Corinthians 4:10;
and 2 Corinthians 11:23-29.

The word mark comes from the
Greek word stigmata. From this word

6. repentance—feeling sorry for having sinned and turning away from sinning with the help of the Holy Spirit.
7. canon—a collection of sacred (holy) books in the Old and New Testaments that have been accepted by
Bible thinkers as inspired (given) of God and having His authority.
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we receive the English word stigma.®
Paul may be talking about the com-
mon practice of the branding of slaves
with a mark to let it be known that
they are slaves. Such a mark could
also be caused by a practice in some
mystery religions in which a believer
brands himself or herself as a sign of
faith. In any case, “by ‘the marks of
the Lord Jesus’ Paul means the scars
left upon his body by persecution and
hardship (read 2 Corinthians 4:10;
2 Corinthians 11:24-27). Paul’s ene-
mies now require his Gentile [non-
Jewish] believers to accept the mark
of circumcision as an example of their
surrender to Judaism. But Paul has
marks showing that he has become
a slave of Christ. For Paul there is no
other loyalty than to Christ. . . . The
scars Paul had received from his ene-
mies while in the service of his Master
gave a beautiful testimony [message]
of his faith in Christ.”"—Adapted from
Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA
Bible Commentary [Explanation], vol-
ume 6, page 989.

What are the “marks” that you
have because of your faith in
Jesus? In other words, what has
your faith cost you?

FRIDAY—DECEMBER 30

ADDITIONAL STUDY: “The cross
of Calvary challenges and will finally
defeat every earthly and evil power.
All influences flow to the cross, and
from it all influences spread out. The
cross is the great center of attraction.

8. stigma—a mark or a scar.

This is because on it Christ gave up
His life for all humans. This sacrifice
was offered for the purpose of bring-
ing men, women, and children to their
original perfection. Yes, it was given
to help them to have a full change of
character [who a person is]. Christ’s
cross makes us conquerors.

“Those who in the strength of Christ
overcome the great enemy of God
and man, will fill a position in the
heavenly courts above angels who
have never fallen.

“Christ says, ‘I am going to be
lifted up from the earth. When | am,
| will bring all people to myself’ [John
12:32, NIrV]. If the cross does not find
an influence in its favor, it creates an
influence. From generation to genera-
tion, the truth for this time is shown as
present truth. The cross of Christ was
the place where mercy and truth met
together, and righteousness [God’s
goodness] and peace kissed each
other. This is the only way that moves
the world to Christ.”—Adapted from
Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA
Bible Commentary [Explanation], vol-
ume 6, page 1113.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

@ What is important in the way Paul
both begins and ends his letter by
talking about God’s grace? Compare
Galatians 1:3 and Galatians 6:18.

@® Paul has spoken about having
been “crucified . . . to the world”
(Galatians 6:14). With this in mind,
what relationship should Christians
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have with the world today? How should
Christians relate to issues dealing with
the environment, problems of hatred
between different races, the killing of
unborn children, and so forth if they
have died to the world?

@ How does a person know if he or
she has experienced the “new cre-
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ation” that Paul writes about?

@ Based on what you have learned
this quarter, how would you write a
summary of Paul's views on the fol-
lowing topics: the law, works of law,
justification by faith, the old and new
covenants (agreements), the work of
Christ, and living the Christian life?



