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People on the Move:
I

n the book of Exodus, the Lord described the birth of a nation.
Exodus and Leviticus detailed the rules and laws for this nation. In
the book of Numbers (the topic for this quarter) we see another
dimension of this nation, that of God’s people on the move.
But not just moving anywhere. They are to go and take possession of
the land promised them—promised not because of their inherent holiness, not because of their inherent goodness, but because of God’s words
to their father Abraham centuries earlier: “For all the land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy
seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land
in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee”
(Gen. 13:15–17).
Despite the setbacks, the
Directly tied to this promise is
delays, and the devastating another aspect of this nation, and that
judgments, perhaps the most of the nation as an army, a mighty
important lesson in Numbers army of God, a conquering army that
is that God will fulfill His cannot be defeated by external enemies
because the Lord, the Creator of
promises.
heaven and earth, is in their midst.
And because of God’s presence, they were not only an army, they were
a holy army, and thus were expected to act like one as well.
Unfortunately, that isn’t exactly what happened. This mighty, powerful,
and conquering army, hovering on the edges of the Promised Land, was
defeated not by the Canaanites but from within. Satan knew that as long
as they obeyed the Lord, as long as they trusted in God and lived by faith
and obedience to His commandments, he would be helpless against
them. All he could do, therefore, was use them against themselves.
And it worked. No wonder Ellen White’s warning: “We have far
more to fear from within than from without. The hindrances to
strength and success are far greater from the church itself than from the
world.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 1, p. 122.
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The Book of Numbers
Hence, it should be obvious that, as a people on the move, as a people seeking to reach the Promised Land, as a people called out by God,
we can learn from the book of Numbers. We can learn from how God
organized the camp and assigned duties to the priests and the Levites.
We can learn from the festivals and ordinances of the sanctuary service.
We can learn from their cries about returning to Egypt, which they
called “a land that floweth with milk and honey.” We can learn from
Miriam’s leprosy, from the twelve spies, from Caleb’s faith, from the
intercession of Moses, from Korah’s rebellion, and even from Balaam’s
recalcitrant donkey.
And we are supposed to learn too. “These things happened to them as
an example, and they have been written down as a warning to us, upon
whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore, whoever thinks he is
standing secure should take care not to fall. No trial has come to you but
what is human. God is faithful and will not let you be tried beyond your
strength; but with the trial he will also provide a way out, so that you
may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:11–13, NAB). These words contain
not just a warning but a promise as well.
Despite the setbacks, the delays, and the devastating judgments, perhaps the most important lesson in Numbers is that God will fulfill His
promises. Whether He will fulfill them through us, despite us, or without us at all is, indeed, another question entirely. But they will be fulfilled, and that’s for sure.
In the context of the Cross and the New Covenant, the book of
Numbers reveals that God has already made His choice regarding us.
The only question left is, What will be our choice regarding Him?

From 1981 to 1990, the late Frank B. Holbrook was an associate
director of the Biblical Research Institute at the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists in Silver Spring, Maryland, U.S.A.
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How to Use
This Teachers Edition
Get Motivated to Explore, Apply, and Create
We hope that this format of the teachers edition will encourage adult Sabbath School class
members to do just that—explore, apply, and create. Each weekly teachers lesson takes your
class through the following learning process, based on the Natural Learning Cycle:
1. Why is this lesson important to me? (Motivate);
2. What do I need to know from God’s Word? (Explore);
3. How can I practice what I’ve learned from God’s Word? (Apply); and
4. What can I do with what I’ve learned from God’s Word? (Create).
And for teachers who haven’t had time to prepare during the week for class, there is a onepage outline of easy-to-digest material in “The Lesson in Brief ” section.
Here’s a closer look at the four steps of the Natural Learning Cycle and suggestions for
how you, the teacher, can approach each one:
Step 1—Motivate: Link the learners’ experiences to the central concept of the
lesson to show why the lesson is relevant to their lives. Help them answer the question,
Why is this week’s lesson important to me?
Step 2—Explore: Present learners with the biblical information they need to
understand the central concept of the lesson. (Such information could include facts
about the people; the setting; cultural, historical, and/or geographical details; the plot
or what’s happening; and conflicts or tension of the texts you are studying.) Help learners answer the question, What do I need to know from God’s Word?
Step 3—Apply: Provide learners with opportunities to practice the information
given in Step 2. This is a crucial step; information alone is not enough to help a person
grow in Christ. Assist the learners in answering the question, How can I apply to my life
what I’ve learned?
Step 4—Create: Finally, encourage learners to be “doers of the word, and not
hearers only” (James 1:22). Invite them to make a life response to the lesson. This step
provides individuals and groups with opportunities for creative self-expression and
exploration. All such activities should help learners answer the question, With God’s
help, what can I do with what I’ve learned from this week’s lesson?
When teachers use material from each of these four steps, they will appeal to most every
student in their class: those who enjoy talking about what’s happening in their lives, those
who want more information about the texts being studied, those who want to know how it
all fits in with real life, and those who want to get out and apply what they’ve learned.
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