LESSON

13 *June 20–26

Mission

SABBATH AFTERNOON
Read for This Week’s Study: Mark 16:15, 16; Luke
24:46, 47; John 14:6; Eph. 4:11–15; 2 Pet. 2:1–3; Rev. 14:6–12.

Memory Text: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15, NIV).
ission is not an old-fashioned word associated with tropical helmets (hats) and six-year terms in isolated places around the
world. The term mission refers to a core aspect of the Christian
life. “The words mission and missionary come from Latin words meaning send and one sent. . . . The English Bible usually uses the noun apostle, which also comes from the Greek word that means one sent. . . .
Thirty-nine times the Gospel of John says that Jesus was sent by God.
Thirty-nine times, then, Jesus is defined in that book alone as a missionary or apostle.”—Jon L. Dybdahl, “Missionary God—Missionary
Church” in Erich W. Baumgartner, ed., Re-Visioning Adventist Mission in
Europe (Berrien Springs, Mich.: Andrews University Press, 1998), p. 8.
We, as followers of Christ, are fellow missionaries with Jesus. As
He was sent to this world, so we are sent to represent Him and to
preach the three angels’ messages to every person. The longer we are
here, however, the greater the danger of our becoming inwardfocused, seeking to maintain our structures and institutions at the
expense of what we are called to do, which is to preach to the world
the present-truth message that God has given us.

M

The Week at a Glance: Mission is the heart of the church.
The destiny of people, far and near, is at stake. Mission is not one
among many programs of the church. It is the very reason for its
existence. Each Christian is called to be a missionary.
* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, June 27.
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People Will Be Lost, Unless . . .
Theologians through the ages have debated whether or not God
eventually will save all people. Some say God’s love guarantees that,
eventually, no one will be lost. Others say that people who have never
heard of Christ will get an opportunity to come to believe after death.
Others again defend various alternative theories. The problem with
theories, however, is that often they try to explain everything when, in
fact, we must simply be content with what God has revealed to us.
There are questions to which we do not know the answers. But we
know that He is totally just in what He does and, at the same time, is
limitless in His love. He also has made clear that people have a free
will and that it is possible to be lost. In the end there will be a separation between those who are saved and those who will face eternal
death. And we know also that the gospel must be preached as quickly
as possible to as many people as possible.

What do the following texts tell us about the importance of preaching
the gospel to the whole world?
• John 14:6 ___________________________________________
• Acts 4:12 ___________________________________________
• 1 John 5:11, 12_______________________________________
John 3:16 is one of the best-known texts in the Bible. “ ‘God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’ ” (NIV). The text
speaks about the love of God, which found expression in the sending
of His Son to this earth. It promises eternal life to all who believe in
Him. But it also clearly points to the alternative. Those who do not listen to the gospel call and refuse to accept Christ will perish. The decision as to who will perish and who will receive eternal life is not ours.
We may be in for some real surprises when we see the roll call of the
saved. Without overriding people’s will, God will do everything possible to reduce the number of those who will perish. And—amazingly
enough—He has, in His wisdom, given us a role in that process.
What is your own role in the church’s mission? How seriously
do you take the call to reach others with the gospel? What more
could you do?
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The Lesson in Brief
Key Text: 1 Peter 3:15
The Student Will:
Know: That missions are a focal point of the church.
Feel: The urgency to spread the gospel.
Do: Make a concerted effort to be an active missionary.
Lesson Outline:
I. Importance of Missions (Mark 16:15, 16)
A The Great Commission is a priority for the Christian. The salvation of
many depends on our ability to spread the news of God’s grace (vs. 16).
How is each of us called to be a missionary?

l
l

__________________________________________________________
B As a church, how can we improve our missions?

__________________________________________________________

l

II. The Need for Missions (John 3:16)
A Although the Adventist Church is very cognizant of the 10/40 Window,
the designation for that area of the world in which the majority of people have
not heard about Jesus, it is imperative that Jesus is known to all in our own
communities. In what ways do we sometimes allow our zeal to get the gospel
to the ends of the earth to adversely affect witnessing in our community?

l

__________________________________________________________
B What can we do to change that mind-set?
__________________________________________________________
III. Your Role in Missions (1 Cor. 12:28)
The trend in recent years has been to take inventory of the spiritual gifts
within a church family and to use those gifts in specific ways to implement
a mission strategy. Jesus did the same by giving His disciples tasks that complemented their abilities and furthered the gospel commission. Identify specific ways you can use the gifts you have to further missions in your church.
__________________________________________________________
Summary: It is our responsibility to participate in the gospel commission.
Commit yourself to the challenge.
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The Great Commission
The command to take the gospel to the entire world is found in all
four Gospels, as well as in the book of Acts. They show, of course,
clear parallels, but there are also some significant differences. One
needs to read all versions to form a complete picture of everything
that is implied in the Great Commission.

Read the passages in which the Great Commission is recorded and
note how they complement each other. What are the specific
details in each of these passages?
Matt. 28:19, 20_________________________________________
Mark 16:15, 16_________________________________________
Luke 24:46, 47_________________________________________
John 20:21____________________________________________
Acts 1:8_______________________________________________
The gospel is to be preached “to all nations.” According to General
Conference statistics, the Seventh-day Adventist Church is now proclaiming its message in more than two hundred countries. This means
that there are only a few countries in which our church does not have
an official presence. Among these are several large ones: North Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Yemen; most of the others are small, with less
than one million inhabitants. So, one would be tempted to conclude
that the Adventist Church almost has “finished the work.” That, however, would be false. For even though we must give thanks to our Lord
that our church continues to grow rapidly in many parts of the world and
that many new territories constantly are being entered, the challenge is
still enormous. When the New Testament speaks about “nations,” it uses
a word that would be more correctly translated as people groups or “ethnic groups.” Our work, therefore, is not completed until all people
groups have been reached. There is considerable debate about how
many such people groups exist. The number quoted by specialists varies
between some twelve thousand to more than twenty thousand, depending on the definition one uses. But, whatever definition is used, several
thousand of these people groups have not yet been reached.
Think about all the unreached people in your own community,
whatever their ethnic background. What difference has your
existence made in reaching them? What does your answer tell
you about yourself and your role in the mission of the church?
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Learning Cycle
STEP 1—Motivate
Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: God has summoned His
people to accept the good news of salvation and share it with others.

Life needs to have purpose for it to feel truly worth living. No one wants
the epitaph on their tombstone merely to read: USED UP OXYGEN,
TOOK UP SPACE. The longer we live, the more we sense a need to live a
life beyond ourselves. Perhaps Horace Mann, the brilliant politician and
noted educator, captured this yearning best when he said, “Be ashamed to
die until you have won some victory for humanity.”
Human beings were created with a divine hankering for a mission
greater than themselves, a calling that helps broken people traverse this life
through the good news of salvation and gives them hope for the future. In
fulfilling this mission, we find a deep inner peace with God and ourselves.
Ask a few volunteers to share the kindest deed ever
done for them and who did it. Ask for a volunteer to tell briefly who
first shared the gospel with them.

Consider This:

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
STEP 2—Explore

Bible Commentary
I. People Will Be Lost, Unless . . . (Review with your class John 14:6; Acts 4:12;
1 John 5:11, 12.)
The Bible establishes an unambiguous route to salvation. “ ‘No one comes
to the Father,’ ” but through Christ (John 14:6, NIV); salvation is found in
“ ‘no other name’ ” (Acts 4:12, NIV); and we can know whether or not we
have eternal life, because it is “in his Son” and “he who has the Son has
life” (1 John 5:11, 12, NIV).
Notice in 1 John 5:11, 12 that God does not ask us to earn eternal life.
God has given it to all who have placed their trust in Jesus as their personal
Savior. God has one Way to eternal life, and He has not only given it to us,
He has provided the means to get there. Hence, the choice to accept Jesus
C O N T I N U E D
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A Witnessing Church
What special message is to be proclaimed by God’s people in the time
of the end? Rev. 14:6–12. What is your understanding of that message? Paraphrase it in your own words.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
The passage in which we find the messages of the three angels is
found in a context that clearly focuses on the end of time. It is immediately preceded by a vision of the “firstfruits” (vs. 4) of the redeemed
and followed by a vision of the “harvest” (vs. 15) of all the saved. It is
important to know what these messages entail. But also we need to
understand who these “angels” are that bring this “eternal gospel” (vs.
6, NIV). The fact that the word angel in prophecy is a symbol for
human messengers, leaders, and church members is also underscored
by Ellen G. White: “The angels are represented as flying in the midst
of heaven, proclaiming to the world a message of warning, and having a direct bearing upon the people living in the last days of this
earth’s history. No one hears the voice of these angels, for they are a
symbol to represent the people of God who are working in harmony
with the universe of heaven. Men and women, enlightened by the
Spirit of God, and sanctified through the truth, proclaim the three
messages in their order.”—Life Sketches, p. 429.
Just as in the Great Commission, we find in the opening statement
of the three angels’ messages a strong emphasis on the challenge to
take the gospel to every person on earth. Yet, a great danger that we
face, especially the longer we are here, is shifting from the missionary
mode to the maintenance mode. We can easily lose sight of our mission to witness to the world and focus more on protecting and sustaining our own institutions. When that happens to us, or the churches
or institutions we represent, then we are losing the reason for our existence.
Think about this potential problem, that of focusing more on
self-preservation than on mission. How does this happen? How
can we recognize when it does, and what can we do to keep from
falling into this trap?
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as Savior and Lord is the most important decision we make in life.
Consider This: Other faiths also claim to be the chosen route to God.
How would you defend your faith as the only true route to salvation?

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
II. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 24:
46, 47; John 20:21; Acts 1:8.)
The “Great Commission” passages, in the four Gospels and in the book of
Acts, show us the picture of a God who, like a commanding general, prepares His troops for battle. In Matthew 28:18–20, Jesus bestows power on
the disciples (vs. 20); Jesus authorizes the use of His power in clearly
defined ways (vss. 19, 20); Jesus promises to back up His disciples in times
of need (vs. 19); Jesus prepares them before He sends them out (vs. 20).
With a commander like Jesus, how can we possibly fail?
Consider This: If Jesus can do all these things for us, why does He
bother to include us? What is our role in His great work?

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
III. A Witnessing Church (Review with your class Revelation 14:6–12.)
The three angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6–12 are some of the most
hopeful missives ever given by God to the human race. Sometimes we sacrifice the hopeful aspect of God’s messages in our desire to share these
present truths.
Ellen G. White notes: “The time of God’s destructive judgments is the
time of mercy for those who have no opportunity to learn what is truth.
Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. . . . Large numbers will be admitted who in these last days hear the truth for the first time.”—Ellen G.
White, Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, July 5, 1906, p. 9.

C O N T I N U E D
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Personal Witness
It is not so difficult to agree with the statement that the church must
be mission-minded. But who is the church? The church is not primarily an organization; rather, it is individuals who are, without any
exception, called to be witnesses.

Why should we be confident that we can be witnesses for our faith?
1 Cor. 12:28, Eph. 4:11–15.
Not all of us have the gift of preaching or teaching. But we all have
been gifted in some way so that we can be what we are called to be—disciples always prepared to talk about the hope that is ours (1 Pet. 3:15).

What is the ultimate resource for those who are willing to witness for
their faith? John 14:26; Acts 1:4, 8; 2:1–4.
The fact that Christ has promised the presence of the Holy Spirit to
His followers and that we can receive spiritual gifts does not mean that
it is not necessary to make any preparations or to undergo any training. The apostles were disciples who for more than three years underwent the most intensive training possible. Likewise, disciples today
must be intentional about receiving training for Christian witness, and
the church must make it a priority to constantly prepare relevant training materials and opportunities to equip the members for their task.
But training alone will prove insufficient. God’s people today need the
presence and endowment of the Holy Spirit if they want to be successful in their outreach to others.
One simple truth, however, will always remain: You cannot give what
you do not have. Unless we make sure that we have a living relationship with God, we cannot hope to lead others to that same experience.

What is a vital condition for all who want to be witnesses for their
faith? 2 Pet. 3:18.
A church that responds to its calling will be a growing church. But
growth should not be limited to numerical growth. Individually and
corporately we must be “growing in grace” if our witnessing truly is
to be productive.
What’s your understanding of what it means to grow in grace?
How can you tell if you are? What criteria do you use? Share
your answers in class on Sabbath.
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Consider This: Read Matthew 5. Why was Jesus so effective in sharing present truth with the lost of His day?

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
IV. Personal Witness (Review Matthew 10, 1 Corinthians 12:11–28, 1 Peter 3:15.)
In God’s marvelous master plan to spread the gospel, He has devised a
strategy that is both corporate and personal (1 Cor. 12:11–28). There is one
body, but that body is constructed of many members working harmoniously
to achieve the end of sharing the good news of salvation with a dying
world.
When the body is working for the salvation of others, something wonderful happens to its individual parts. “Then we will no longer be infants,
tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind
of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful
scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up
into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up
in love, as each part does its work” (Eph. 4:14–16, NIV).
Read Matthew 10 and list three specific directives
Jesus gave that were meant to comfort His disciples and prepare them
for their mission.

Consider This:

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
V. Sharing the Lord (Matthew 15:9; 16:18; 1 Timothy 1:9, 10)
The apostle Paul explained to the fledgling Timothy that the law of God
addresses those who behave contrary to “sound doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:10).
The Greek word for sound, as used here by Paul means “to be healthy.” It
is the word from which we get the term hygiene.—See The SDA Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 289.
In the preaching of the gospel, many specious beliefs are added by wellmeaning, and not-so-well-intentioned, people. It is these unclean, humanC O N T I N U E D
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Sharing the Lord
There is no doubt that sharing the message of the crucified and
risen Christ, who is now our Intercessor with His Father, also implies
a faithful teaching of the important doctrinal truths that God has
revealed in His Word.

How important is it to teach and adhere to sound doctrine? Titus 2:1,
2 Pet. 2:1–3.
If we want to believe in the God of the Bible and have decided to
follow Christ, we will want to know as much as we can about Him,
about His character, and about what He expects from us. We try to
summarize what we learn in the Bible in a series of doctrines and
teachings. To some people, doctrinal statements are no more than
irrelevant mental baggage. That is a tragic misunderstanding. Without
sound doctrines our faith soon will become unfocused and shallow.
Rather than growing in our faith, we eventually will discover that our
faith becomes less and less meaningful. Unsound doctrines often will
point us away from Christ, to ourselves or to something else that supposedly can contribute to our salvation. When we fail to ground our
faith in sound biblical teaching, we are in grave danger of straying
from the center of our faith: Jesus Christ our Lord.

What is to be the centerpiece of all our preaching and witnessing?
1 Cor. 1:23, 2:2.
The stress on the importance of sound doctrine must be complemented with the unconditional determination to anchor all we say in
Jesus Christ. Everything we believe and state as doctrine must be
related to the One in whom we are assured of our eternal salvation. If
there is no connection with Jesus Christ, a doctrine will be no more
than a piece of technical information, which may be interesting and
intellectually challenging, but nothing more. But if rooted in Jesus
Christ, a doctrine will help us better understand the plan of redemption and will enhance our relationship with our Lord.
Think about some of the false teachings that exist in the
Christian world: eternal torment in hell, the predestination of
some people to be saved and others to be lost, the belief that
Jesus Christ was not divine but merely a great man. How could
these and other false teachings negatively impact our understanding of God and the plan of salvation?
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made doctrines that Jesus denounced as “ ‘rules taught by men’ ” (Matt.
15:9, NIV).
Consider This: Paul determined to anchor his preaching in Jesus
(1 Cor. 2:2). How is Paul’s message to the Corinthian church similar to,
and yet different from, his message to the pagan thinkers at Mars’ Hill
in Athens (Acts 17:16–31)?

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
STEP 3—Practice
Thought Question:
Peter exhorts us always to be ready to give every man a reason for the hope
within us (1 Pet. 3:15). What are two different ways we can share the hope
that Christ has given to us with our coworkers?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Application Question:
The call to be witnesses first where we currently live is established in Acts
1:8. Yet, the Internet and other electronic media have shrunk the world, so to
speak, allowing a single person to witness on a global scale. In what ways
can we use technology to share Jesus?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
STEP 4—Apply
Ask your class to read “The Call by the Sea,” chapter 25 of The Desire
of Ages by Ellen G. White. Ask God for the power of His Spirit to accept
anew Jesus’ call to discipleship and service.
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Further Study: For various aspects of the mission challenge for

1

2

Seventh-day Adventists, individually and corporately, see Jon L.
Dybdahl, ed., Adventist Mission in the 21st Century (Hagerstown,
Md.: Review and Herald® Publishing Association, 1999). See also
Ellen G. White, “God’s Purpose for His Church,” in The Acts of the
Apostles, pp. 9–16.
“The church is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of men. It
was organized for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the
world. From the beginning it has been God’s plan that through His
church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and His sufficiency.
The members of the church, those whom He has called out of darkness
into His marvelous light, are to show forth His glory. The church is the
repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and through the church
will eventually be made manifest, even to ‘the principalities and powers in heavenly places,’ the final and full display of the love of God.
Ephesians 3:10.”—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 9.

Discussion Questions:
1 As a class, talk over your answer to the final question on
●

Wednesday. What are the different perspectives of what it means
to grow in grace?
3

2 Take a good look at your local church. Where is the main
●

emphasis? Is it on the church itself and ministering to the needs
of the congregation itself, or is it on mission and on witnessing?
How do we strike the right balance; that is, how do we disciple
those who have joined us, while at the same time not neglect the
call to reach all people? Where does your church stand on this
topic, and in what ways can you help the church improve where
it needs to?
3 How do we as a church protect ourselves from many of the
●
dangerous theological trends that constantly are seeking to infiltrate and pollute our teachings? At the same time, how do we
remain open to growing and advancing in new light that can help
us better understand our Lord and our mission?

Summary: The gospel of Jesus Christ must be preached in all the world.
This is the responsibility of all who call themselves disciples. All of
us have received certain relevant gifts, and all of us have the promise
of the Spirit to further equip us. The preaching of the gospel should be
based on sound doctrine, but everything we proclaim must be rooted
in the One whom the gospel is all about.
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