LESSON

8

* February 14-20

The Good Shepherd

SABBATH AFTERNOON
Read for This Week’s Study: John 7:1–10:21.
Memory Text: “ ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep’ ” (John 10:11, NIV).

Key Thought: As the Good Shepherd, Jesus offers everything
we need for an abundant life.
ur life springs from His death. At the direction of His Father,
Jesus belatedly attends the Feast of Tabernacles at the temple
in Jerusalem. He comes as the living Presence of the great I
AM. He offers Himself as the embodiment of the water and light that
the feast celebrated (John 7:37-39, 8:12, 9:5), but He is largely
rejected by those in attendance. Having failed to make a positive
impact at the heart of the religious system, He reaches out to a blind
man, an outcast of that system, and creates a living parable of the
Good Shepherd, who cares for even the outcasts. In reaching out to the
blind man, Jesus “showed the contrast between His own character and
that of the leaders in Israel.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages,
p. 477.
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus offers life to those who have struggled
to find it elsewhere. He promises that His sheep will “ ‘know his
voice’ ” (John 10:4, NIV). Those who commit everything to Jesus
receive the privilege of a deep and intimate relationship with Him. He
is the caring Friend who will never leave us nor forsake us. He will
guide us in our thoughts and impressions. And He will provide life to
the full, an abundance of meaning, joy, and fulfillment.

O

*Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, February 21.
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The Feast of Tabernacles

(John 7 and 8).

In John 7–10 Jesus participates in the Feast of Tabernacles at the
temple in Jerusalem. His presence at the feast draws Him into
repeated confrontations with the religious leadership. These confrontations are recorded in the Gospel of John, because they offer the
opportunity for Jesus to clarify His mission.
In Palestine there are two basic seasons of the year, an extremely
dry summer of four to f ive months (virtually no rain) and a rainy season of equal length spanning the winter. The Feast of Tabernacles
comes at that time of year when the summer drought is usually ending (our months of September and October). The winter grains are
planted and the har vest of summer fruits is celebrated.
The Feast of Tabernacles commemorated the Exodus and the time
of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness (Lev. 23:43), when God provided Israel with water and light (Exod. 13:21, 22; 17:1-7). So two
major themes of the feast were water (a water ceremony was a major
feature of each day’s festivities) and light (torchlight processions at
night). People lived outside in temporary structures, tents made from
palm branches, reminding them of God’s watchcare in the wilderness.
They were to remember that just as God provided water, light, and
food to Israel in the wilderness, so He can provide for the needs of the
present, as well.

What does Jesus offer in place of the water ceremonies of the feast?
John 7:37-39.

According to Jesus, what did the theme of light at the feast represent? John 8:12.
By His announcements at the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus made it
clear that He is what the feast was all about. The mighty acts of God
celebrated at the Feast of Tabernacles become present realities in the
Person and teachings of Jesus. God is willing to do so much more for
us than merely provide food, water, and natural light. In Christ the
mighty power of the Exodus becomes real in our lives through the
divine presence of the Holy Spirit. More than this, Spirit-filled
Christians are enabled to pass the Spirit on to others.
Christ made statements concerning Himself (John 7:37-39 and
8:12). If someone asked you what it means to do the things Jesus
said here, what would you answer? How have you experienced
these statements and promises in your own life? How has your
life been changed by them?
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Key Text: John 10:11
Teachers Aims:

1. To ascertain how Jesus’“I AM” statements point directly to His divinity.
2. To acknowledge that the kingdom of God to which Jesus refers is, to some
extent, here now.
3. To trust that, in Jesus, we now can receive some of the benefits of living in the
kingdom of God.
Lesson Outline:

I. The Good Shepherd (John 10:11).
A. In the Old Testament, “I AM” statements were always the prerogative of God.
B. In making such statements, Jesus was not only claiming to be God; He was
claiming to be the fulfillment of God’s promises in the Old Testament.
C. Unlike many others before and since, Jesus’divine words are matched by
divine acts.
II. The Kingdom Is Among You (Luke 17:21).
A. God, in the form of Jesus, is directly available to us.
B. The kingdom is not always found in, or with, religious people or places.
C. Jesus is not a way to the kingdom but the Way.
III. Hearing His Voice (John 10:3, 4).
A. We must learn to distinguish Christ’s voice from the many other voices
competing for our attention.
B. Some people who claim to speak for God speak mainly for themselves.
C. The spirit of Christ needs to be shown in actions and attitudes, as well as
in speech.
S u m m a ry : The Gospel of John teaches us that Jesus was not just a historical figure; nor is He someone who is going to come back sometime in the distant future.
Jesus is here with us now and is waiting for us only to ask Him into our lives.
C O M M E N TA R Y .
Who is Jesus? This week’s lesson approaches the answer to this
question by examining (1) Jesus’ self-conscious assertion of who He
is and (2) His three “I AM” sayings (“I AM the Light of the World”;
“Before Abraham was I AM”; and “I AM the Good Shepherd”).
I. Jesus: His Self-Consciousness.
During the encounter with religious leaders at the Feast of
Tabernacles, Jesus stated clearly that He was conscious of who He
was. “ ‘Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am
not here on my own, but he who sent me is true. You do not
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The Great “I AM” (John 8:24, 28, 58).
In John 7 and 8 Jesus engages in a number of debates with His
brothers, with the religious leadership, and with various segments of
the crowd. One of the major features of this section is the presence of
a number of special “I AM” statements on the part of Jesus.

How important does Jesus consider the “I AM” concept? What promise is found in those words? What is Jesus telling us with that
claim? John 8:24, 28, 58.
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
The words “ ‘the one I claim to be’” in the NIV represent a helpful
interpretation supplied by the translators; the original simply says “I
AM.”
In the Old Testament, “I AM” statements are applied to God. In the
Gospel of John, Jesus applies the “I AM” statements of the Old
Testament to Himself. The future salvation that was promised in the
books of the Old Testament prophets has become a present reality in
Him. He is the Good Shepherd revealed in Ezekiel 34 (John 10:11). He
is the divine One (John 8:24, 28, 58) who knows the future (Isa. 46:9,
10; John 13:19).
In Jesus’“I AM” statements we see an assertion of His divinity. He
is the Yahweh of the Old Testament, come down to shepherd His people just as He promised through the prophets. He is fully and truly
God in the highest sense, even while walking on earth clothed in
human flesh. He has preexisted throughout eternity (John 8:58).
In Christ’s “I AM” statements is the assertion that the future has
become present in Christ. He can deliver the promised glories of the
Old Testament future kingdom to those who believe in Him now. To
be in relationship with Jesus is to have the abundance of the future
kingdom now by faith. In a real sense, we are already living in heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 2:6). In Old Testament times God
did mighty things on earth from time to time. But on account of the
Cross and through the work of the Spirit, God’s mighty acts are now
available everywhere to everyone who is in Christ.
Look up each of the following texts. What are they telling us
about Christ? Isa. 9:6; Mic. 5:2; John 3:13, 31, 32; Col. 1:16.
What does this truth mean to us? What does it tell us about our
God?
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know him, but I know him because I am from him and he sent me’ ”
(John 7:28, 29, NIV; compare vss. 33, 34). These words reveal Jesus’
divinity. He cooperates completely with the Father, so that what the
Father is, He is. The Father sent Him to the world for a specific mission. Jesus’ mission was to rescue a planet in rebellion. His hearers
may not recognize it, but that does not defeat the mission. When He
accomplishes this mission, He will return to the Father.
John 7 reveals several attempts to sidetrack Jesus’ mission.
Some said He was good. Others said He was a deceiver (vs. 12).
Some marveled at the power of His teaching. Others questioned His
educational authority (vss. 14, 15). Some said He was the Christ,
while some wondered how a Galilean could be the Christ (vss. 4042, 52). The leaders wanted to kill Him, but they dared not lay their
hands on Him (vss. 44-46).
One of the things Jesus did at the Feast of the Tabernacles was
to say that the water ceremony used to cleanse the altar symbolized
the abundant water of life He had come to offer (vss. 37, 38; com pare 3:14). Jesus’ explanation of this water is perhaps the first time
He promised in public that the Holy Spirit would bring the
Pentecostal harvest, which would occur after the accomplishment
of His redemptive mission (vs. 39; Acts 2).
II. Jesus: I AM the Light of the World.
In using the expression “I AM,” Jesus is equating Himself with
the Yahweh of the Old Testament. In John’s Greek text, this I AM
appears 23 times. Jesus says, “ ‘I am the light of the world’ ” (John
8:12), against the context of the ceremonies of candles in the Feast
of Tabernacles. The candles symbolized the pillar of fire, which
led Israel through the wilderness (Exod. 13:21, 22). Thus, He says
He was that pillar of fire and assures His followers that just as He
gave the Israelites protection, guidance, and direction, so He will
guide us on our march to heaven. He also claims that “ ‘he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life’ ”
(John 8:12, NKJV).
Light always has been a symbol of divine presence. The first act of
Creation was to create light (Gen. 1:3). The same Christ who, as
Creator, dispelled darkness by flooding the earth with light now in His
incarnate state announces that He is the Light of the world—a Light
that has come to dispel the moral, mental, and spiritual darkness that
has overtaken the world as a result of sin. See Psalm 27:1 and
2 Corinthians 4:6. “For God, who commanded the light to shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).
III. Jesus: Before Abraham Was, I AM.
When the Hebrew people and the Pharisees prided themselves in
their Abrahamic lineage and questioned Jesus’ paternity, He said,
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An Amusing Blind Man

(John 9:1-41).

John 9:1 through 10:21 continues John’s description of events during Jesus’visit to the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. Jesus heals a
blind man and then uses the experience as a living parable to illustrate
His life and teachings.

Describe the healing and its investigation by the Pharisees in John
9:1-34. What are a few spiritual lessons we can learn from this
story? In what ways can we see ourselves in the Pharisees?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
By healing the man, Jesus offered a living parable to illustrate His
earlier statement, “ ‘I am the light of the world’ ” (John 8:12, NIV;
9:5). As the Light of the world, Jesus brings physical sight to a man
who was born blind. But there is a deeper meaning behind this story.
The healing creates a serious dilemma for the Pharisees. On the one
hand, the healing points to the work of a man approved by God. But
by a nonemergency healing on the Sabbath, Jesus appears to be acting
like a false prophet (Deut. 13:1-5). The humor of the story lies in its
biting irony. The man who was blind sees more and more clearly that
Jesus represents the true God of Israel. On the other hand, the
Pharisees, who see clearly in the physical sense, and who are supposed
to be the guardians of the faith of Israel, become more and more
blinded to the truth about Jesus.

How does Jesus apply the living parable of the blind man’s experience to the Pharisees? John 9:39-41.
The Pharisees’ rejection of the healing symbolizes their rejection of
the truth about God, which Jesus brought into the world. Their rejection
was rooted in their willful blindness with regard to the claims of Jesus.
Even today, few people reject Jesus out of a lack of evidence.
Usually they reject Him out of an unwillingness to let Him
“tamper” with their lifestyle. It is easy to find excuses not to
believe when we are protecting some cherished sin or attitude
(John 3:20, 21). The root reality of the unbeliever is unconfessed
and unforsaken sin.These things “blind” one to the truths about
Jesus. How do you help someone who seems to be in this spiritual trap?
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“ ‘Before Abraham was, I am’ ” (John 8:58). Not I was, but I AM.
There never was a time when Jesus was not. When He claimed the
name by which God revealed Himself to Moses (Exod. 3:14), the
people understood that He was referring to His preexistence and
equality with Yahweh. Jesus is thus not only our Creator but our
Redeemer. This Jesus, whom God blessed forever, became one of
us in order to rescue us from sin. Therein lies our only hope.
IV. Jesus: I AM the Good Shepherd.
One of the tenderest titles that describes Jesus’ love and concern
for us is found in John 10:11: “ ‘I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.’ ”

Inductive Bible Study
Texts for Discovery: Exodus 3:13, 14; Isaiah 53:6;
Matthew 3:13-15; John 5:39-47; 7:1-5
1 If Jesus is the Good Shepherd, we must be His sheep. While
●

this is not the most flattering metaphor, how might it be accurate? What makes us sheeplike? What positive aspects are there
to being like sheep, and why are these aspects positive when it
comes to being disciples of Christ?
2 Even though it was quite clear that Jesus had virtually irrec●
oncilable differences with the religious establishment, He
appears to have honored the religious observances of His time
and culture. Why? What lessons does this present for us?
3 Jesus’ “I AM” statements are powerful allusions to His own
●

divinity, hearkening back to God’s revelation to Moses. Yet,
unlike the Old Testament’s Yahweh, Jesus elaborates on just what
He is. What does this suggest about the relationship between the
Old Testament and the New Testament?
4 The Pharisees and others had what they regarded as legitimate
●
objections to certain of Jesus’ actions and teachings. Was there
any sense in which these objections really were legitimate? At
what point did these objections become willful blindness to the
truth? What objections exist today, both inside and outside our
denomination, to certain of God’s truths? Are any of them legitimate or willful blindness? Explain your answer.
5 Why were the people who should have been most familiar
●

with Jesus the least likely to accept His claims? What is John
saying to us by emphasizing this?
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Jesus, the Good Shepherd

(John 10:1-21).

Read John 10:1-21; in your own words, describe what Jesus is telling
us here. As you read, ask yourself the following questions: (1) How
many ways of salvation does Jesus present? (2) How is the great
controversy illustrated here? (3) What distinguishes the shepherd
from the hireling?
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Verses 35-41 of chapter 9 set the stage for the Good Shepherd discourse of John 10. Jesus cares for the outcasts. When the leaders of a
religious system cast people out on the basis of the leaders’enmity for
Jesus, they demonstrate their own blindness (John 9:39-41) and give
Jesus the opportunity to collect these outcasts for Himself.
John 10:1-21 is made up of two parts. First, there is the story of
shepherds and their sheep (vss. 1-5), the closest thing to a parable in
the Gospel of John. Then, Jesus reflects on the meaning of the story
in verses 7-21.

What is John 10:17,18 referring to? Does that act qualify Him as the
Good Shepherd, or will this happen because He already is the
Good Shepherd? Explain your answer.
Sheep pens in ancient Palestine were usually natural caves. The
sheep would be led into the cave in the evening, and the shepherd
would take his position at the entrance to the cave and sleep there. Any
robber or wild animal that physically sought access to the sheep would
have to get past the shepherd to do it. Where caves were not available,
a fieldstone enclosure would be built with an opening at one end just
big enough for the shepherd to block with his body as he slept. So,
when Jesus described Himself as the Good Shepherd and as the gate
for the sheep, listeners would have recognized that these concepts
were two different ways of describing the same activity.
When Jesus describes Himself as the Gate through which the sheep
must pass in order to be saved, He is replacing all other methods of salvation. There is no other way into the sheepfold, except by the Gate.
Read John 10:1-5. How do the sheep know the voice of the
shepherd? How do you know the voice of your Shepherd, as
opposed to the voice of a stranger, a hireling, or a wolf?
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As the Good Shepherd, “Jesus knows us individually and is
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. He knows us all by name.
He knows the very house in which we live, the name of each occupant. He has at times given directions to His servants to go to a certain street in a certain city, to such a house, to find one of His sheep.
“Every soul is as fully known to Jesus as if he were the only one
for whom the Saviour died. The distress of every one touches His
heart. The cry for aid reaches His ear.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire
of Ages, pp. 479, 480.

Witnessing
In Christ’s Object Lessons, Ellen White speaks of how the
rabbis were displeased with the way Jesus associated with sinners. “Why was it that one who claimed so lofty a character did
not mingle with them and follow their methods of teaching?”
She continues, “It angered these guardians of society that He
with whom they were continually in controversy” sympathized
with “social outcasts.”—Page 185. The rabbis here referred to as
“the guardians of society” were the religious leaders, the shepherds of the flock. It was their job to guide the people of God in
their spiritual walk. They were to lead the people down the path
of righteousness. However, these leaders fell far short of their
high calling. They were misguided and, therefore, could not lead
the people in the true way of righteousness. The scribes and
Pharisees rejected Jesus, and He is the only way to righteousness
(right-living) and salvation.
Sheep follow the shepherd’s lead. If a sheep loses its way, it
would not even know it was lost. The shepherd would have to go
find it and lead it back to the right path.
There are many lost sheep today following the wrong path in
life, led astray by false teachers. Some are being led by the
deception that wealth and material gain can bring happiness.
Others are deceived by the lust of the flesh and other temporal
pleasures. And millions follow the direction of false religion. We
must be guided by the Holy Spirit to lead others to the true path
of righteousness found only in Jesus.
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Hired Hands and Thieves (John 10:1, 5, 10-13).
What do the thieves and robbers do to the sheep? What do the
hirelings do to the sheep? Contrast this to what Jesus promises to
do to the sheep.
Jesus contrasts the Good Shepherd with two other types of people
who relate to sheep. One type is the thieves and robbers. These invest
nothing in the sheep; they are interested only in what they can gain for
themselves. Jesus probably had in mind the chief priests of the temple
who put on a show of piety in order to receive the offerings and fees
the worshipers brought to the temple with them.
The other contrasting type is the hired hand, who does not own the
sheep, and, therefore, has no personal concern for them. He watches
them only to make a living. When a wild animal comes, he protects the
only thing that really matters to him, which is himself. Jesus probably
had in mind the Pharisees of chapter 9. Although more involved in the
needs and concerns of the people than the chief priests were, they did
not truly care for the sheep. They did not know them intimately nor
were they willing to lay down their lives, nor even their reputations, for
the sheep.

Do we see these types of people manifested in the Christian church
today? If so, how are these characteristics manifested?
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus claimed the outcasts of the religious
leaders for Himself (John 9:34-38). The Good Shepherd story was a
rebuke to those who, in their rough handling of the man born blind,
betrayed their true character as hired hands (John 9:40).
Jesus invites us to have the same kind of caring concern for others
as the Good Shepherd has for His sheep. The one who truly cares
about family, neighbors, and friends will never be pushy and abusive
(as the Pharisees were in John 9) but will seek to act out of caring concern for the benefit of others. The world is full of sorrow, crying, pain,
and dying. There is a bottomless need for people who, out of the
strength they have received in Christ, will reach out to build up and
encourage others. Such undershepherds will find, in this work, abundant life for themselves, as well.
Maybe we are not pastors, but in what ways can we act the part
of a shepherd? How can we guard against, even unwittingly,
becoming either a thief or a hireling?
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Life-Application Approach
Icebreaker: “H. V. Morton tells of a scene that he saw in a
cave near Bethlehem. Two shepherds had sheltered their flocks in
the cave during the night. How were the flocks to be sorted out?
One of the shepherds stood some distance away and gave his peculiar call which only his own sheep knew, and soon his whole flock
had run to him, because they knew his voice. They would have
come for no one else, but they knew the call of their own shepherd.
An eighteenth century traveller actually tells how Palestinian
sheep could be made to dance, quick or slow, to the peculiar whistle or the peculiar tune on the flute of their own shepherd.”
—William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible: John 2, p. 57.
Thought Questions:
1 In most Western countries, sheep are raised for killing, for
●

meat. In Palestine, sheep are raised for wool. So, Palestinian
shepherds have a long-term relationship with their sheep; they
even name them. It was in this context that God is referred to as
our Shepherd. How does this insight help you appreciate God as
your Shepherd? What modern metaphors, or imagery, can you
use to describe the role God plays in your life?
2 At a time when the people commemorated the Exodus and the
●
wandering in the wilderness, Jesus made a statement about
Himself. He said He was the ultimate Source of everything they
needed. This was said to a people awaiting the Messiah to free
them from “bondage.” How did their expectations of a Messiah
blind them to the reality of Jesus? What are the things that may
blind us to the second coming of the Messiah?

Application Questions:
1 The word pastor (see Eph. 4:11, NIV) is the Latin word for
●
shepherd. Is the function of shepherding limited to the pastor?
Explain. What are your expectations for your pastor? What role
should every church member play in discipling the sheep?
2 What else, besides “water,” does Jesus compare Himself to?
●

Why do you think He uses so many analogies, or comparisons?
What application does this have in your personal life?
3 List the many problems in the secular world and in the church
●
today. Against each, write a characteristic of Jesus as Savior and
Shepherd that can solve the problem. Finally, as a class, write
down a mission statement that will motivate you to share Jesus
as the true Solution to all life’s problems.
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Further Study: “The Pharisees had just driven one from the fold,
because he dared to bear witness to the power of Christ. . . . In this they
had shown themselves ignorant of the work committed to them, and
unworthy of their trust as shepherds of the flock. Jesus now set before
them the contrast between them and the Good Shepherd, and He
pointed to Himself as the real keeper of the Lord’s flock.”—Ellen G.
White, The Desire of Ages, p. 477.
Compare John 10:1-21 with two other sheep-and-shepherd stories
in the Gospels (Matt. 18:10-14 and Luke 15:3-7). Note both the similarities between all three passages and the unique features of each.
Who plays the role of shepherd in each of these other accounts, and
how do the lessons of Matthew and Luke compare with the lesson of
John 10?

Discussion Questions:
1 How do we get the kind of discernment needed to be able to
●

tell the difference between the true Shepherd and hirelings or
even thieves?
2 Compare what happens to the sheep when the hireling or the
●
thief gets hold of them.What’s the difference?
3 In what ways are sheep like or unlike human beings? Which
●

aspect of sheep behavior is most likely to have caused Jesus to
draw the analogy He did?
4 Is your church a friendly place for “outcasts”? Are some types
●

of people in your church more “acceptable” than others? Why is
that so?

Summary: “Many of those who heard Jesus [at the Feast of Tabernacles in the temple] were mourners over disappointed hopes, many
were nourishing a secret grief, many were seeking to satisfy their restless longing with the things of the world and the praise of men; but
when all was gained, they found that they had toiled only to reach
a broken cistern, from which they could not quench their thirst.”
—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 454.
To those who have been bruised and battered by the world, the
Gospel offers Jesus as the key to an abundant life (John 10:10). He is
the Water and the Light, the Gate, and the Good Shepherd.
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